POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE – 13 JUNE 2016  

  

  
PART   I - DELEGATED 

5.
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME

  (DCES) 
  1.
Summary
1.1
  This report seeks Members’ approval for the revised Local Development Scheme as required by Section 15 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended by the Localism Act 2011).
2.
Details

2.1
  The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires the Council to prepare and maintain a Local Development Scheme (LDS) which sets out the timetable for the production of new or revised Development Plan documents (LDDs).
2.2
The Council’s first LDS was approved in April 2005 and subsequently revised in 2007, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2014.

2.3
It is now necessary to review the LDS to reflect the revised timetable for the Gypsy, Traveller & Travelling Showpeople LDD and to reflect the preparatory work already undertaken for the partial review of the Local Plan.
2.4
Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) states that Local Planning Authorities should review the relevance of the local plan at regular intervals to assess whether some or all of it may need updating and the that most local plans are likely to require updating in whole or in part at least every five years.
2.5
The review of the Core Strategy commenced with the commissioning of the SW Herts Strategic Housing Market Area Assessment (SHMA) and Functional Economic Market Area (FEMA) studies in January 2015. The final studies were published in February 2016.

2.6
The findings of these studies provide the starting point for determining the likely housing and employment needs for the District in coming years and are the basis for the review of the strategic housing and employment policies and targets in the Core Strategy. 
2.7
The Green Belt Review and the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) (programmed in the LDS) are the two main studies that will assist the Council in determining the supply of land available for development, along with those yet to be undertaken on infrastructure capacity and environmental constraints. All these studies will be used in setting the housing and employment targets in the review of the Core Strategy. 

2.8
An Addendum to the Site Allocations LDD is programmed alongside the review of the Core Strategy. The purpose of this document is to allocate additional sites for housing and employment to meet the new targets in order for the Council to be able to demonstrate a five year supply of housing land as required by the National Planning Policy Framework. The Green Belt Review and the SHLAA will be used as the main evidence base for this document along with a ‘Call for Sites’ consultation.

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  The Council is required to prepare and regularly review an LDS under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. Failure to have an up-to-date LDS may result in planning documents not being found ‘sound’ at examination as all documents have to be prepared in accordance with the LDS. 
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
Link to current policies
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.  The relevant policy document is entitled  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT the Strategic Plan (2015-18) to promote the themes of Clean and Green and Economic Opportunities.
4.2
The recommendations in this report relate to the achievement of the following performance indicators:
· ESD01 Net Additional Homes Provided

· ESD02 Number of Affordable Homes Delivered

· ESD04 Percentage of New Homes Built on Previously Developed Land

· ESD07 Change in  Employment Floorspace
4.3
The impact of the recommendations.

The LDS is a project plan that sets the timetable for the production of new or revised Local Plan documents which plan for, and manage, development in the District. The Local Plan identifies housing and employment needs and allocates land for housing and employment. The recommendation to approve the LDS will assist in achieving these performance indicators.

  
5.
Financial Implications
5.1
None specific.   The preparation of the Local Plan will be met by the existing budget.

6.
Legal Implications
6.1
  The Council is required to prepare and maintain a LDS by the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 
7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1
Relevance Test

	Has a relevance test been completed for Equality Impact?
	No

	Did the relevance test conclude a full impact assessment was required?
	N/A


7.2
Impact Assessment


What actions were identified to address any detrimental impact or unmet need?


 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT None
8.
Staffing Implications
8.1
  The work scheduled for the Local Plan will be carried out by the Economic & Sustainable Development Team working with other parts of the Council and other stakeholders. The continued use of consultants will also be necessary to assist with technical work.
9.
Environmental, Community Safety and Public Health Implications
9.1
  None specific.
10.
Customer Services Centre Implications
10.1
  The CSC has been briefed to respond to requests for information on the Local Plan generally
11.
Communications and Website Implications
11.1
  The LDS will be published on the Council’s website.
12.
Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications

12.1
The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http://www.threerivers.gov.uk.  In addition, the risks of the proposals in the report have also been assessed against the Council’s duties under Health and Safety legislation relating to employees, visitors and persons affected by our operations.  The risk management implications of this report are detailed below.

12.2
The subject of this report is covered by the  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Economic and Sustainable Development service plan.  Any risks resulting from this report will be included in the risk register and, if necessary, managed within this plan.  
12.3
There are no risks to the Council in agreeing the recommendation.

The following table gives the risks that would exist if the recommendation is rejected, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood:

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	1
	The Planning Inspectorate may challenge the ‘soundness’ of Local Plan documents in the absence of an up-to-date LDS, leading to delay and additional costs
	III
	D

	2
	In the absence of an approved LDS setting the timetable for the Review of the Core Strategy and Addendum to the Site Allocations LDD the Council may not be able to demonstrate a 5 year housing land supply in the future which will result in speculative planning applications and potential losses at appeal.
	III
	D


12.4
Of the risks above the following are already included in service plans:

	Description of Risk
	Service Plan

	1
	The Planning Inspectorate may challenge the ‘soundness’ of Local Plan documents in the absence of an up-to-date LDS, leading to delay and additional costs
	Economic and Sustainable Development

	2
	In the absence of an approved LDS setting the timetable for the Review of the Core Strategy and Addendum to the Site Allocations LDD the Council may not be able to demonstrate a 5 year housing land supply in the future which will result in speculative planning applications and potential losses at appeal.
	Economic and Sustainable Development


12.5
The above risks are plotted on the matrix below depending on the scored assessments of impact and likelihood, detailed definitions of which are included in the risk management strategy. The Council has determined its aversion to risk and is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are plotted in the shaded area of the matrix. The remaining risks require a treatment plan. 
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12.6
In the officers’ opinion none of the new risks above, were they to come about, would seriously prejudice the achievement of the Strategic Plan and are therefore operational risks.  The effectiveness of treatment plans are reviewed by the Audit Committee annually.

13.  
Recommendation
13.1
That   the Policy & Resources Committee:

· Approve the revised Local Development Scheme (LDS) as set out in Appendix 1 to come into effect from 14 June 2016. 


  

  Report prepared by:
  Claire May, Principal Planning Officer (Policy & Projects)
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