PUBLIC SERVICES & HEALTH POLICY PANEL – 11 AUGUST 2005

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 15 AUGUST 2005

PART I – NOT DELEGATED

12.
HAZARDOUS WASTE REGULATIONS


(DLE)  
1. Summary
1.1
To advise Members of the Hazardous Waste Regulations and their impact on the Authority’s special collection service

2.
Details 

2.1 The hazardous waste regulations came into effect on 18 July 2005. These Regulations define certain household items as hazardous and stipulate that these items must be disposed of separately from general domestic waste. Items defined within these Regulations include televisions, computer monitors and fluorescent lighting tubes (including those used in sunbeds).

2.2
Mixed domestic waste is exempt from the Regulations, as it is excluded from the EU Hazardous Waste Directive, however, this exclusion does not apply to separately collected fractions of domestic waste i.e. clearly identifiable items such as those placed out by a householder for a special collection. Therefore, since 18 July 2005 the Three Rivers Waste Services have been unable to collect these identifiable hazardous items with other special waste items. They are therefore currently being collected on the same vehicle as fridges / freezers and are being stored at Batchworth Depot, prior to being collected by an authorised disposal agent (arranged by HCC). The Council has applied for a Hazardous Waste Producer Licence to enable them to do this. 

2.3
Although, collected on a different vehicle from normal special collection items, residents are currently only being charged the normal fee for the removal of these hazardous items and not the enhanced rate that they are charged for fridges / freezers. Officers therefore suggest that the charge for collecting televisions, computer screens and fluorescent tubes be increased to the same amount as fridges / freezers i.e. the additional charge is only effected when a second collection is required i.e. when a special collection consists of normal furniture items and either a fridge / freezer or hazardous item. If a resident only wanted a television collected, or a television and fridge the standard rate would apply. For clarification, a table of charges is shown as Appendix A. Hertfordshire County Council’s Household Waste Recycling Centres (Riverside Drive and Waterdale, Garston) will continue to take such items free of charge

2.4
Members should note that the Hazardous Waste Regulations are not the only regulations affecting management of waste electrical and electronic equipment. The EC Directive on Waste Electronic & Electrical Equipment (WEEE) Regulations are due to come into effect in January 2006. Although detailed arrangements are as yet unclear, it is likely that these will further impact on the Council’s special collection service.

3
Options / Reasons for Recommendations
3.1
The current £12.50 charge levied for the collection of a fridge / freezer (in addition to the standard charge for furniture items) covers the cost of the additional collection required and the storage of the item prior to disposal. As those items designated under the Hazardous Waste Regulations are now being treated in the same manner, it seems reasonable to increase the charge for these items in line with fridges.

3.2
An alternative would be to keep the charge for these items at the standard rate, however this would cause the service (which is already subsidised) to lose more money and would have a negative impact on BV86 (cost of refuse collection per household), which is already in lowest quartile. Members could also decide not to offer a special collection service, however this option is likely to be very unpopular with residents and would have an even larger negative impact on BV86, due to loss of income.
4
Budgetary / Policy Implications

4.1
The recommendations within this report are within agreed budgets.

5
Financial Implications

5.1
It is difficult to determine by how much income to the Council would increase by raising the cost of collection of hazardous waste items, as officers have no indication of how many we collect, or whether these will decrease following the price increase. It is estimated that the increase in income be in the region of £300, which will cover the additional costs currently being borne by the Council.

5.2
The cost of obtaining a Hazardous Waste Producer licence is £28 and has been met from within existing budgets. It is possible that the Environment Agency will require storage bays to be erected for the items. The cost of this is estimated to be approximately £2,000 and can be met from within existing depot budgets.

6
Customer Service and Website implications,
6.1
Both the Website and Proactive will need to be updated to reflect the increased charges. The Customer Service staff will require training on the new pricing structure and therefore the price increase will not be levied until this has been carried out.

7
Staffing, Legal, Community Safety and Risk Management  Implications

7.1.
None specific

8.
Environmental Implications
8.1
It is possible that raising the charge for the collection of such hazardous items will increase the numbers flytipped. However, officers did not notice this trend when the fees were raised for fridges / freezers.

9.  
Recommendation
9.1
That Public Services and Health Policy Panel recommend to Executive Committee that:

9.1.1 
the fees for collecting televisions, computer screens and fluorescent tubes be increased in line with those for fridges / freezers.

9.1.2
that a further report be presented about the impact on the Authority from the WEEE Regulations, when further information is available.

.
Background Papers

Hazardous Waste Regulations 2005.


Report prepared by:
Alison Page, Environmental Protection Manager

APPENDIX A

Breakdown of Proposed Special Collection Fees

Type of Collection


Cost
Total Cost

Standard Special collection of 5 items or less
£25.00
£25.00

A fridge / freezer / TV./ computer screen / fluorescent tube, booked with other household items
£12.50
£37.50

Every additional 5 items above the 5 standard (to a maximum of 25 items)
£25.00
Dependent on no. of items.

A special collection consisting of hazardous waste / fridges / freezers only
£25.00
£25.00

A special collection of more than 5 items (Less than 10), including a hazardous item.
£37.50 (£25.00 for additional items, £12.50 for hazardous item)
£62.50

  
Members should note that the prices above are those which are currently levied for fridges / freezers. It is suggested that these prices now include televisions, computer screens and fluorescent tubes, as outlined in Hazardous Waste Regulations 2005.
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