Biodiversity Projects Officer’s Report

Hertfordshire Sustainability Forum (HSF) Local Nature Partnership (LNP)
· No update since the last meeting.
Europe’s Oldest Tree
· Scientists from the Navarino Environmental Observatory have used dendrochronology to date a Bosnian Pine in the highlands of northern Greece.
· This dating technique has shown the tree, to be over 1075 years old which makes it the oldest known living tree in Europe.
· The tree is actually one of more than 12 which are over 1000 years old in the Pindos mountains.

· The researchers are utilising this information, along with data from fallen trees which are still preserved in the ground, to investigate the climate and environmental conditions from times gone by.

Buglife’s Urban Buzz Project
· The white-letter hairstreak butterfly has declined by 53% in the UK since the 1970s.
· The white-letter hairstreak breeds and lays its eggs on elms trees so the butterfly suffered as a consequence of Dutch elm disease in the 1970s.
· Buglife’s Urban Buzz Project, in conjunction with the City of Cardiff Council, has planted elm trees on five local sites, in and around areas where there are known butterfly populations, in order to provide important habitat for white-letter hairstreak.
· Several varieties of elm have been planted, including 25 trees which have been bred from trees which are resistant to Dutch elm disease.
IUCN Red List Update
· The IUCN Red List, which reports on the status of 85,604 species, was updated at the end of 2016 at the 13th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in Mexico.

· Of these 85,604 species, 24,307 are threatened with extinction.

· Highlights include:

· The global giraffe population has declined by 40% over 30 years due to a combination of habitat loss, civil unrest and illegal hunting.  The species is now listed as Vulnerable rather than Least Concern.
· The IUCN Red List includes, for the first time, an assessment of 233 wild relatives of crop plants such as oats, barley and sunflowers which are increasingly critical to food security as their genetic diversity can help improve crop resistance to disease, drought and salinity.  Again, habitat loss, mainly due to agricultural expansion, is the principal threat to many of these species.
· 742 newly recognised bird species have been assessed, 11% of which are Threatened and 13 are already Extinct.

· African grey parrots are facing extinction in the wild due to habitat loss and unsustainable trapping for the pet trade.  As such there are now listed as Endangered rather than Vulnerable.
· There is good news for some of the rarest and most vulnerable birds – those that exist only on small, isolated islands.  The Azores bullfinch, St Helena plover and Seychelles white-eye are among the island endemic species to move to lower categories in this IUCN Red List update, as their populations recover from the brink of extinction thanks to conservation work.

Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) and Open Spaces
· Various projects have taken place at the LNRs and open spaces:

· Applications to be re-awarded Green Flag Awards at The Aquadrome (Rickmansworth), Chorleywood House Estate (Chorleywood) and Leavesden Country Park (Abbots Langley) were made earlier this year.
· Chorleywood House Estate and Leavesden Country Park will be the subject of a mystery shopper visit whilst the Aquadrome will have a full on-site assessment by official Green Flag judges.
· The results will be announced at the end of June.
· There are eight categories upon which the parks and open spaces are assessed.  The site must, amongst other things, be welcoming, safe and secure, clean and well maintained, sustainably managed, have community involvement, and be well managed.

· For more information go to:

www.keepbritaintidy.org/GreenFlag
· The cattle that graze Croxley Common Moor, to help keep the scrub under control, left at the end of October last year and should return around April/May this year.
· The Friends of Croxley Common Moor are coming to the end of their autumn/winter programme of walks, talks and volunteer activities and will start their spring/summer programme in March.
· A highlight of their programme will be illustrated talk on the bird life of Croxley Common Moor by Graham Clark.  The presentation will take place at 8pm on 10 March at The Croxley Green Community Centre, Community Way.

· For more information and all of the event dates for Croxley Common Moor visit:

www.croxleycommonmoor.org.uk
· The cattle also left Chorleywood House Estate at the end of October last year, after a third successful year of grazing.  15 heifers grazed the field behind The Readings whilst four heifers grazed The Dell and Dell Field.

· The Dexter cattle left The Withey Beds in late November after a very successful first season of grazing at the LNR.

· A number of family activities continue to be organised by the Council’s Park Ranger.  For example there have been bat walks and general wildlife walks at the Aquadrome.  Keep an eye on the Council’s website for the latest events and activities:
www.threerivers.gov.uk/egcl-page/park-ranger-services
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