  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  - 15 AUGUST 2005 
PART   I - DELEGATED   
16.
  

  HERTFORDSHIRE YOUTH CHARTER

(DSS)  
1.
Summary
1.1
Hertfordshire Children and Young People’s Strategic Partnership have invited Local Strategic Partnerships to ratify the Youth Charter and constituent agencies of partnerships to sign up to the Charter.  As a constituent agency of the Local Strategic Partnership, Three Rivers District Council is asked to sign up to the Charter. 

2.
Details

2.1
Hertfordshire Young People’s Strategic Partnership, in partnership with Herts Together, has produced a Hertfordshire Youth Charter as part of the Investing In Children programme of work in the Herts Together Community Strategy.    
2.2
The Charter sets out a series of 32 rights for all young people aged 13-19 in Hertfordshire.  It is based on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and is aligned to the Children Act, Every Child Matters 2004 Outcomes, the National Service Framework for Children and Maternity Services standards, and key actions in the Herts Together Community Strategy Action Plan.  It has been developed with partner agencies, young people and parents. 

2.3
The Charter aims to help all young people in Hertfordshire to enjoy good health, live a happy lifestyle and stay safe from harm and neglect, so that they are able to grow up to be independent, enjoy their youth and develop skills to lead a fulfilling and rewarding adult life. 

2.4
The Charter also highlights that young people have the responsibility to respect themselves, other people’s rights, and the environment and to know that all decisions taken about them should be in their best interest. 

2.5
The 32 rights are set out under the five Every Child Matters Outcomes: enjoying and achieving, staying safe, making a contribution, keeping healthy, and economic well being. 

2.6
The Charter consists of:

· A context paper,

· The Youth Charter

· A poster/pocket size version

· A strategic positioning document, and

· An action plan. 

2.7
In signing up to the Charter, Three Rivers District Council will need to nominate a lead person and develop an action plan to implement and use the Charter effectively.  The Council already has a Member as Youth Champion. 
2.8
The needs of children under the age of 13 are not addressed in the Youth Charter.  Strategic Services staff are aware of this gap and will be undertaking work to investigate the provisions and plans being made at county level for this age group. 

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
Young people are a priority target group of the Three Rivers Community Safety Strategy 2005-2008. They are also recognised as a priority within all of the themes of the Three Rivers Community Strategy 2003-2008.

  
3.2
Under the Children Act 2004 all statutory authorities are required to co-operate in delivering the 5 outcomes of the Government Green Paper Every Child Matters (as of 1st April 2005).  The Charter provides a framework for co-operation to be planned with regard to 13 – 19 year olds.

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report do not have any budget implications. They are within the framework of the Three Rivers District Community Strategy. 

5.
Financial Implications
5.1
None  
6.
Legal Implications
6.1
  The Charter provides the District Council with some evidence of their requirement to co-operate to achieve the outcomes of Every Child Matters which will be subject to joint review.

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1
  

  Young people are recognised as a priority group within the Community Strategy. The Charter will provide a framework for addressing the needs of 13 – 19 year olds across the four key themes. 

8.
Staffing Implications

8.1
Strategic Services staff will need to research and draw up an action plan for this work in consultation with other departments and the Council’s Youth Champion. Further time from Strategic Services and key departmental staff will be required to implement the action plan. 

9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
None

10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
The Youth Charter Action Plan framework offers agencies further opportunities to work together to address issues of Community Safety through the Every Child Matters ‘Staying Safe’ theme.  It may provide opportunities for increased engagement with Hertfordshire County Council CSF services in this process. 

11.
Customer Service Centre Implications

11.1
None

12.
Website Implications
12.1
None

13.
Risk Management Implications
13.1
By signing up to the Charter and producing an action plan the Council will align its existing work with 13 – 19 year olds with the Investing in Children programme of work as set out in the Herts Together Community Strategy. This will support the identification of priority targets for work which may form part of the targets set for Local Area Agreements.  It will also support effective demonstration of co-operation in future joint reviews of Children’s Services.   
14.  
Recommendations

14.1 That   the District Council sign up to the Youth Charter.

14.2 That responsibility be delegated to Strategic Services staff to draft an action plan in light of the Charter and present this back to a future Executive Committee meeting for discussion. 

14.3 That Strategic Services staff undertake further research on how the needs of children and young people under 13 are addressed by the Children and Young People’s Strategic Partnership and report back to a future Executive Committee.

14.4 That the Director of Strategic Services be nominated as lead officer for young people. 
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  Kirsty Fox, Community Partnerships Officer.


The recommendations contained in this report DO NOT constitute a KEY DECISION.
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