POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE – 16 MAY 2017  

  

  
PART   I -   DELEGATED   
3.  
  EXEMPTION FROM PROCUREMENT PROCEDURE RULES

  (DCES) 
1.
Summary
1.1
  To advise Members that an exemption to the Procurement process was approved by the Director of Community and Environmental Services under the Exceptional Circumstances exemption as permitted by the Council’s Constitution.
2.
Details

2.1
  An exemption may be considered by the Chief Executive or a Director in exceptional circumstances. This applies in the case of the supply of ultrasound units to control blue green algal blooms at the Aquadrome due to the fact that if an algal bloom were to occur this would significantly disrupt the use of the site.
2.2
Once approved, a report to the Policy and Resources Committee must detail the actions taken. This report is for information only to comply with the requirements of the Constitution.

2.3
The exemption was given for the purchase of ultrasound units to control blue green algal blooms at the Aquadrome following an unsuccessful tendering exercise.
2.4
Whilst three contractors did submit tender returns for the control of blue green algae at the site, officers evaluating the tender returns were not confident that any of these fully achieved the specification within the available budget, and so the contract was not awarded. 

2.5
Officers have managed to directly approach the supplier in Holland to seek a quote for the supply of the ultrasound units, appropriate monitoring software, installation and transportation costs and these are within agreed budgets.
2.6
The timely engagement of the supplier was necessary to secure the units and thus reduce the likelihood of a blue green algal bloom at the Aquadrome site, which would have impacted significantly on the use of Bury Lake. Seeking further tenders for the supply of these units would cause a delay which could result in an algal bloom and the associated disruption to the use of Bury Lake.

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  The Constitution requires that a report is taken to the Policy and Resources Committee on the action taken in the event that an exemption to the procurement process is approved.
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are set out in Part 4 of the Council’s Constitution. 

  5.
Financial Implications
5.1
None specific as purchase can now be made within existing budgets.
6.
Legal, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
6.1  
None specific.

7.
Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications

7.1
None Specific.
8.  
Recommendation
8.1
That   the Policy and Resources Committee note the action taken. 
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The Council’s Constitution:   Part 4 – Contracts Procedure Rules 

  APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS

  None.

