7.
Consideration of Objections and Confirmation of Three Rivers (Regency House 43 High Street Rickmansworth) Tree Preservation Order 2016
(DCES)
1.
Summary

1.1 To consider objections made, in respect of the Three Rivers (Regency House 43 High Street Rickmansworth) Tree Preservation Order 2016, in response to a Section 211 Notice for Thuja  spp. tree.  This report sets out the Officer’s recommendations to confirm this Order without modification.
2.
Details

2.1
The Three Rivers (Regency House 43 High Street Rickmansworth) 
Tree Preservation Order 2016 and was made in respect of the immediate threat of the Thuja spp. tree being felled.
2.2
An objection has been submitted regarding the Order from the property owners Regency House 43 High Street Rickmansworth on the following basis:
(a) Tree roots causing deterioration and the lifting of the driveway. This creates a health and safety hazard for staff and the public

(b) Concerns regarding tree roots affecting the foundations of the property

(c) All year round shedding of leaves adds to maintenance costs

(d) Restriction of day light to the building has a negative impact on the well being of the employees
(e) The tree takes up the space that could be used for parking.

2.3 In response to the above objections:
(a) The damage to the driveway is in localised spots and can be found mainly around the base of the tree. Solutions to re lay, enlarge the pit, or use flexible bonding could be investigated

(b) Many trees grow in coexistence to buildings. No Structural Engineer’s report or evidence has been forwarded to suggest indirect damage and as such we can not speculate
(c) Clearing fallen vegetation is part of the on going maintenance of any property with a garden or yard
(d) There is no right to light. The north, east, and south facing parts of the building have good access to light. The building has large modern sash type windows that allow more daylight through
(e) The tree’s wider public amenity value out weighs the need for further parking. The felling of the tree would create no more than two extra spaces

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
There are two options available to the Committee:


(a)
Confirm the Order without modification.


(b)
Not to confirm the Order. This would mean that the tree/s would not be provided statutory protection.
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets. 
5.
Financial, Legal, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
5.1 None specific.

6.
Recommendation
6.1 That the objection is noted but that the Three Rivers (Regency House 43 High Street Rickmansworth) Tree Preservation Order 2016 is 
                                        confirmed without modification.

Report prepared by:
Daniel Monk, Tree Preservation Officer
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