Biodiversity Projects Officer’s Report

Hertfordshire Sustainability Forum (HSF) Local Nature Partnership (LNP)
· The LNP has been successful in applying for funds from DEFRA to undertake work in Hertfordshire in relation to the National Pollinator Strategy.  In fact it is just one of five funded projects in the country.
· The project will primarily work with schools to help make their grounds more pollinator friendly and will include the production of an advice guide and a teacher training programme as well as working with individual schools to implement practical works.
· The project will be led by Groundwork and will run until September 2016.
Helping Hedgehogs
· There has been concern for a while about the declining population of hedgehogs in the UK with hedgehogs being a Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species since 2007.

· A recent report, by the People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) and the British Hedgehog Preservation Society (BHPS), reveals that hedgehogs are still declining in both rural and urban areas and there are now thought to be less than one million left in the UK.
· The first comprehensive report took place in 2011 with The State of Britain’s Hedgehogs following in 2015.

· The latest report reveals that, since 2000, species records have declined by 50% in rural areas and by 33% in urban locations.

· PTES and BHPS are now committed to working on a 10 year conservation plan.  You can download the plan at:
http://ptes.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Conservation-strategy-for-the-hedgehog-in-the-UK-2015-2025.pdf
· What we can do:

· Ensure your garden boundary has hedgehog sized holes in it (around 13cm) so that hedgehogs can roam freely to improve access to food, shelter and mates.  You could even join Hedgehog Street which is a scheme specifically designed to encourage people to connect their gardens - www.hedgehogstreet.org
· Provide sheltered areas – hedgehogs need areas to rest in during the day, to breed in as well as hibernate during the colder months.  You can buy pre-made hedgehog homes or simply provide an area with some sort of supporting structure (such as an old wooden pallet) covered with brash and leaves.  Log piles can also make suitable nest sites.  You can make a hedgehog home by following the instructions at:
http://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/leaflets/L5-Hedgehog-Homes.pdf
· PTES and BHPS would like all hedgehog sightings (dead or alive) recorded at http://bighedgehogmap.org
· Garden organically if you can as fertilisers, pesticides, fungicides, etc can all reduce invertebrate abundance – the main food source for hedgehogs.
· Leave an area of your garden to go wild as this will attract insects as well as providing nesting opportunities.
· If you have a pond ensure there is an escape route for any hedgehogs which may inadvertently fall in.

· Take care when using strimmers as long areas of vegetation can make ideal hedgehog homes.
· Also take care when turning compost as compost piles can also be used as nesting sites.

· If hedgehogs already visit your garden then ensure there is a water supply (not milk) as well as some food such as meaty dog/cat food or some chopped unsalted nuts or mealworms put out for them.

Bees and Land Management
· Defra has published information sheets on how best to manage urban environments in order to enhance them for pollinators.  Information sheets are available on a variety of habitats, including gardens, and can be downloaded from:

http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/bees-needs/information-sheets
The 2015 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species
· The recently published IUCN Red List of threatened species shows, worldwide, that 40 more species are now classified as having a higher risk of extinction.

· Several species included in the list are found in the UK.  For example, the pochard has now been classified as Vulnerable due to its rapid decline.  The knot, curlew sandpiper, bar-tailed godwit, lapwing and oystercatcher have been upgraded to Near Threatened (previously Least Concern)
· At the same time 23 species of bird have now been downgraded to lower threat categories.
Non-Native Stoats on Orkney
· A report produced for Scottish Natural Heritage reveals that non-native stoats are threatening native wildlife on Orkney, especially the Orkney vole.  This has a knock-on impact on hen-harriers and short-eared owls as these predate upon the voles.

· It is now hoped that the stoats can be eradicated but the programme will start with controlling existing numbers and limiting their spread to other islands in Orkney.
Rhododendron Nectar is Toxic to some Irish Bees
· Research work carried out by Trinity College Dublin has revealed that nectar from the non-native common rhododendron is toxic to some Irish bees.  As common rhododendron is one the most invasive plants in the UK these findings are cause for concern.
· The nectar contains grayanotoxins which are chemicals rhododendron naturally produces in order to help the plant avoid being eaten by animals.
· The team, which fed artificial nectar containing realistic concentrations of grayanotoxins isolated from rhododendron flowers to three economically and ecologically important pollinating bee species, found that the effects vary, depending upon the species of bee, but it is lethal to some.  For example it is extremely toxic to native honeybees.
Yorkshire Dales and the Lake District National Parks Extended
· As of August 2016 The Yorkshire Dales National Park will be almost 24% larger and the Lake District National Park 3% larger.  This means that the two parks will almost join.

· This represents an additional 188 square miles of land that will be protected for future generations.
Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) and Open Spaces
· Various projects have taken place at the LNRs and open spaces:

· Applications to be re-awarded Green Flag Awards at The Aquadrome (Rickmansworth), Chorleywood House Estate (Chorleywood) and Leavesden Country Park (Abbots Langley) were made earlier this year.
· Chorleywood House Estate and Leavesden Country Park will receive a full site visit and assessment by official Green Flag judges whilst the Aquadrome will be the subject of a ‘mystery shopper’ visit at some point during the year.
· The results will be announced in July, as part of Love Parks Week.
· There are eight categories upon which the parks and open spaces are assessed.  The site must, amongst other things, be welcoming, safe and secure, clean and well maintained, sustainably managed, have community involvement, and be well managed.

· For more information go to:

www.keepbritaintidy.org/GreenFlag
· The cattle that graze Croxley Common Moor, to help keep the scrub under control, should be returning around April.
· At the start of this year TRDC worked with the Countryside Management Service (CMS) to implement the second phase of scrub removal that has been part funded by the Higher Level Stewardship Scheme.  The same contractor who undertook the first phase of the works returned to continue removing scrub in line with the management plan.  The work focussed upon the dense area of scrub adjacent to the Right of Way.

· In April the CMS Volunteers will be installing a temporary fenced enclosure in order to help protect the rare Slate Sober moth, which can only be found in the UK at Croxley Common Moor.  The fencing should help protect the moth larvae and its food plant, Petty Whin, from grazing during their vulnerable developmental stages.

· The Friends of Croxley Common Moor are just coming to the end of their autumn/winter programme of scrub removal and will be starting their spring/summer programme of walks, talks and volunteer activities in April.
· For more information and all of the event dates for Croxley Common Moor visit:

http://www.croxleycommonmoor.org.uk
· The cattle should soon be returning to Chorleywood House Estate for a third year of grazing.  Four small Dexter cows will be moved between The Dell and Dell Field and 18 heifers will be in the field behind The Readings.
· At the end of January the work to lay the hedge around the football pitches was completed.  The results are very pleasing.  The hedge should now thicken out at the lower levels which will greatly improve its value for wildlife.
· The first phase of works at The Withey Beds took place in September, as set out in the management plan.

· A series of small ponds along the boardwalk have now been created.  These will help a range of creatures such as dragonflies and damselflies.  Dragonflies and damselflies spend the first stages of their life in ponds as nymphs which feed veraciously on an array of aquatic invertebrates before emerging around five years later as the adults we see on the wing in spring and summer.
· Scrapes have also been created on the site.  These will particularly help attract wading birds which feed on aquatic invertebrates found in muddy margins, such as lapwing and redshank, to The Withey Beds.

· A back-water has been dug in an area adjacent to the river which will not only help during flood conditions but it will also host a range of wildlife.

· Fencing work has been completed with the aim of having grazing cattle on site in spring 2016.
· Contractors and volunteers have been on site at Prestwick Road Meadows Local Nature Reserve recently.

· The dense tree line along the entrance has been thinned to allow the remaining trees to grow in to fine specimens as well as making the site more inviting.

· A lot of scrub has been removed from the site in order to widen access routes as well as reclaim the ancient hedgerows which cross the Local Nature Reserve.
· Scrub has been removed from around the pond and a number of willows have also been coppiced in order to open up views of the pond itself as well as improving access.
· A number of family activities continue to be organised by the Council’s Park Ranger.  For example there have been bat walks and general wildlife walks at the Aquadrome.  Keep an eye on the Council’s website for the latest events and activities:

http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/egcl-page/park-ranger-services
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