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GENERAL PUBLIC SERVICES AND COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE

MINUTES
of a meeting held in the Penn Chamber, Three Rivers House, Rickmansworth, on Thursday 12 November 2015 from 7.30pm to 9.40pm.
Present:
Councillors Phil Brading (Lead Member, Public Services), Roger Seabourne (Lead Member, Community Safety), Martin Brooks, Kemal Butt, Ty Harris, Angela Killick, Leslie Proctor, Reena Ranger, Ann Shaw (substitute for Cllr Andrew Scarth), Len Tippen and Kate Turner.
Councillors in attendance: Councillors Alison Scarth, Debbie Morris 
Officers:
Andy Stovold, Head of Community Partnerships

Alison Page, Chief Environmental Services Manager

Pritesh Shah, Finance Manager

Sarah Haythorpe, Principal Committee Manager

COUNCILLOR PHIL BRADING IN THE CHAIR
GPS18/15
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Andrew Scarth.
GPS19/15
MINUTES


The minutes of the General Public Services and Community Safety Committee meeting held on 10 September 2015 were confirmed as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.

GPS20/15
NOTICE OF OTHER BUSINESS

The Chairman ruled that the following item, which had not been available for five clear days before the meeting was of sufficient urgency to be considered by the Committee for the reason indicated:

Agenda Item 10 Appendix A – Garden Waste Consultation Summary Report – to allow the Committee to note and comment on the results of the consultation.
GPS21/15
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS


None received.
GPS22/15
BUDGET MONITORING – MONTH 6 (SEPTEMBER)

This report asked for approval to changes in the Committee’s 2015-2018 medium-term financial plans.
On being put to the Committee the recommendations were declared CARRIED the voting being 6 For, 0 Against and 5 Abstentions.


RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL:-

  

That the following General Public Services and Community Safety Committee’s revenue budget variations be approved and incorporated into the three-year medium-term financial plan:-

	Revenue
	2015/16

£
	2016/17

£
	2017/18

£

	Overspend/(Underspend) at P6
	137,800
	134,000
	134,000



That the following General Public Services and Community Safety Committee’s capital budget variations be approved and incorporated into the three-year medium-term financial plan:-

	Capital
	2015/16

£
	2016/17

£
	2017/18

£

	Increase/(Decrease) in Expenditure at P6
	0
	0
	0


GPS23/15
PEST CONTROL AND ANIMAL CONTROL   REVIEW OF FEES AND CHARGES 2016/17

The Committee considered a review of the fees and charges for 2016/17.

Councillor Ann Shaw proposed, seconded by Councillor Roger Seabourne, that the fees and charges for pest control and animal control be rounded up/down as follows:


Pest Control:

	
	Wasps/Hornets
	Insects
	Squirrels/

Glis Glis
	Rats

	Commercial

Current

Proposed


	£59.00 per hr exc VAT

£60.00 per hr exc VAT


	£60.50 per hr exc 

          VAT

£60.00 per hr exc 

          VAT


	£72.00 per hr exc VAT

No increase


	£60.50 per hr exc 

          VAT

£60.00 per hr exc 

          VAT





Animal Control:

	
	Riding Establishments
	Animal Boarding Establishments
	Pet Shops
	Stray Dog Handling Charge

	Current

Proposed
	£385.00

£390.00
	£255.50

£260.00
	£235.50

£240.00
	£100

No increase



On being put to the Committee the motion was declared CARRIED the voting being unanimous.


RESOLVED:

That   the fees & charges are accepted into the Committee’s budget, which is recommended to the Policy & Resources Committee.
GPS24/15
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION FEES AND CHARGES
Members were requested to consider proposed Environmental Protection fees and charges for 2016/17. An amended Appendix A to the report was provided which included additional columns showing the proposed 6 monthly charge and proposed weekly charge as well as the existing charges.
Concern was raised by Members that there were inconsistencies between the current charges shown in the amended appendix and those shown in the original version circulated with the agenda.  The Lead Member for Public Services proposed that consideration of the fees and charges in Appendix A be deferred until the correct figures were provided and circulated to the Committee Members.  Agreement of the figures to be delegated to the Director of Community and Environmental Services in consultation with the Lead Member for Public Services and the Group Spokespersons so that they can be included into the Committee budget, which is recommended to the Policy and Resources Committee.
On special collections, Members said it would have been helpful if the Council’s current charges had been shown in comparison with other Hertfordshire authorities. Members were cautious about increasing the cost for special collections to £50, as recommended by officers, as this could lead to increased fly-tipping. A Member said £35 was a reasonable amount to charge but there was a balancing act required to ensure the cost of providing the service was covered.  Another Member said that the special collection service was working so why raise the amount charged?
Councillor Ann Shaw proposed, seconded by Councillor Martin Brooks, that the charge for special collections be increased to £40 for 3 items but that the use of the service be kept under review.  Members agreed that additional items should continue to be charged at £10 per item up to a maximum of 9 items and not to remove the existing 50% concessionary rate for residents on the benefits listed in the report.

On being put to the Committee the motion was declared CARRIED the voting being unanimous.


RESOLVED:
(1) That   the fees and charges detailed within Appendix A of the report be deferred until the correct figures were provided and circulated to the Committee Members.  Agreement of the figures to be delegated to the Director of Community and Environmental Services in consultation with the Lead Member for Public Services and the Group Spokespersons so that they can be included into the Committee budget, which is recommended to the Policy and Resources Committee.
(2) That the charge for special collections be increased to £40 for 3 items plus an extra £10 per additional item (up to a maximum of 9 items), that the Policy and Resources Committee be recommended not to remove the existing 50% concessionary rate for residents on the benefits listed in the report, and that use of the service be kept under review.
GPS25/15
HIGHWAYS WEED SPRAYING
The report advised Members of the existing arrangement between the Council and Herts County Council with regards to weed spraying.

The Lead Member for Public Services proposed, duly seconded, the officer recommendation, that the Council no longer procure weed spraying on behalf of the County Council. On being put to the Committee the motion was declared CARRIED the voting being unanimous.


RESOLVED:


Agreed to no longer procure weed spraying on behalf of Hertfordshire County Council.

GPS26/15
PETITION ON GREEN WASTE CHARGING

The Committee acknowledged receipt of a petition on the collection of green waste in Three Rivers.


RESOLVED:

That the receipt of the petition on the collection of green waste in Three Rivers be noted.

GPS27/15
GREEN WASTE CHARGING CONSULTATION

The Committee considered the report on the outcome of the Green Waste Charging Consultation and the preliminary results contained in the summary report at Appendix A (circulated separately).
The Lead Member for Public Services proposed the following form of words as the basis for a recommendation to the Policy and Resources (P&R) Committee:
1 That the Committee reaffirms its commitment to the fortnightly kerbside collection of green waste and rejects the option of discontinuing the service;

2 That the Committee’s first preference would be that green waste collections continue as a free service.  However, in the event that P&R decides that budgetary considerations dictate a charge be made for the service then any such charge be kept to a minimum. 

In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 35 (B), Mr Hall (Oxhey Hall Residents Association) spoke against charging for the collection of green waste.  A copy of the speaker notes were provided to the Clerk.

Members made the following comments:

· 76% of the respondents would be prepared to pay up to £35 for the collection of Green Waste.

· The amount which may be charged for the collection of Green Waste should not exceed £35.

· The Committee wanted to continue to provide the service.

· It was not a statutory service.

· Before the introduction of brown wheelie bins there was a charge made for the service with sacks costing 50p.
· The Committee should not be making any recommendations but just noting the report and making any comments and no recommendation on costs should be made.

· The Council could charge but doesn’t have to – this was not included in the survey?  It was noted that the Strategic Service Review Working Group had looked at charging for the service or not providing the service at all.  The Council had to balance its budget and could not be left with a deficit.
· Flats do not have the use of a brown bin.

· Could all the comments made in emails and letters also be included in the report to the Policy and Resources Committee.

Officers made the following points:

· The Council did not have to undertake the consultation but it did provide the basis for Members to consider the options available.

· The comments to the consultation would not be verbatim in the report to the Policy and Resources Committee as there were over 4,000 responses which needed to be considered.  There would be an analysis and summary of views.

· There were 36,800 households in the District with around 28,000 having brown bins.
The Chairman summarised the discussion and it was duly
RESOLVED:

That 
· the results of the Green Waste Charging Consultation be noted; 
· that the Committee reaffirms its commitment to the continuation of fortnightly green waste collections; 

· that the views of the Committee be reported to the Policy and Resources Committee, together with the comments made by the member of the public and the petition detailed in Minute GPS26/15.
GPS28/15
STRATEGIC, SERVICE AND FINANCIAL PLANNING 2016-19

The report invited the Committee to comment to the Policy and Resources Committee on the Strategic Plan, the Committee’s service plans, and the growth bids to support them for the three years commencing on 1 April 2016.
The Chief Environmental Protection Manager advised that the Project Initiation Document (PID) request was a capital growth item to consider investing in a third party infrastructure to maximise revenue to the Authority to ensure a premium price is paid for co-mingled recyclate, which was collected and reprocessed.  Any purchase would be a joint venture with two other authorities who would all invest the same amount.  Any joint venture would not start until 2017.
In response to concerns expressed regarding approval of the PID, it was confirmed that there was no financial commitment at this stage. Any decision on whether the Council should invest in the project would be the subject of future reports to Members.  


RESOLVED:
(1) The draft Strategic Plan attached as Appendix 1 be recommended to the Policy and Resources Committee but to seek clarification on whether there is a reference to helping small and medium enterprises through business rate incentives.
  
(2) The service plans and growth bids attached at Appendices 2 and 3 of the report be recommended to the Policy and Resources Committee.

COUNCILLOR ROGER SEABOURNE IN THE CHAIR
GPS29/15
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR, CRIME AND POLICING ACT 2014 – PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDERS


The Committee were asked to determine the enactment of the public space protection order relating to dogs.

It was noted that the Policy and Resources Committee had agreed the principle of the enactment (ratified by Council in October) but the enactment needed to be agreed by the Committee.

In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 35 (B), Jo Ryan spoke against the PSPO with regard to the restriction on the number of dogs walked by one person to a maximum of 4.


Members requested that there be an opportunity to review the number of dogs rule.  It was noted that the Council had to review this decision within 3 years but 1 to 2 years would be better.

More information should be provided at a later date on a licensed person.


Information had been obtained by officers on the Orders within Richmond and Wandsworth but they had restricted the orders to certain areas/parks and not the whole District.  They also had 8 officers who could enforce it whereas Three Rivers had 1.


A Member said there should be an alternative proposal available as the 4 dog rule would discriminate against competent dog walkers.

There were other people who could enforce the orders including PCSOs and the professional dog walkers could feedback to the Council on other persons not complying with the order.


The number of dogs walked by one person should be six as it would impact on the viability of local dog walking businesses.


Councillor Ann Shaw, seconded by Councillor Phil Brading, moved the recommendations but that they were reviewed in 1 to 2 years, particularly with respect to the restriction on the number of dogs walked by one person being a maximum of 4.


Councillor Debbie Morris made representation on the restriction on the number of dogs walked by one person being a maximum of 4.


A Member said it was down to the owners to control their dogs and a person could be in charge of more than 4 dogs.  Reducing to 4 dogs would affect local businesses and could see an increase in owners keeping their dogs at home or an increase in the number of stray dogs.


A Member said that residents had raised concerns regarding a person being able to walk any number of dogs at one time and they had received information on dogs being attacked by other dogs.


On being put to the Committee motions 1 to 4 were CARRIED the voting being unanimous.


On being put to the Committee the motion to restrict the number of dogs walked by one person to a maximum of 4 was CARRIED the voting being 5 For, 3 Against and 3 Abstentions.


RESOLVED:


Approved the following details for enactment of the Public Space Protection Order: 
1. Fouling district-wide;
2. Dogs on leads in surrounding area of café at Aquadrome;
3. Dogs on leads if directed to do so by an authorised officer;
4. Dog exclusion – play area, fenced picnic areas, skate parks, field used for grazing sheep on Chorleywood House Estate, dogs excluded when sheep are present; and
5. Restrict the number of dogs walked by one person to a maximum of 4.

GPS30/15
STRATEGIC, SERVICE AND FINANCIAL PLANNING 2016-19
This report enabled the Committee to comment to the Policy and Resources Committee on the Strategic Plan, the Committee’s service plans, and the growth bids to support them for the three years commencing on 1 April 2016.


RESOLVED:

(1) That the draft Strategic Plan attached as Appendix 1 be recommended to the Policy and Resources Committee.
  
(2) That the service plans and growth bids attached at Appendices 2 and 3 be recommended to the Policy and Resources Committee.

WORK PROGRAMME
GPS31/15
WORK PROGRAMME

To agree the Committee’s work programme.
It was requested that a report on Legal highs be added to the work programme.


RESOLVED:


That subject to the points above the work programme be agreed.

CHAIRMAN
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