
THREE RIVERS DISTRICT COUNCIL

At a meeting of the   Regulatory Services Committee held in the   Penn Chamber, Three Rivers House, Rickmansworth, on Wednesday 8 March 2017   from 7.30pm to 8.08pm ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 
Present: Councillors Steve Drury (Chairman), Martin Trevett (Vice-Chairman), Eric Bishop, Valerie Coltman, Heather Kenison, Stephen King, Joy Mann, Sarah Nelmes, Roger Seabourne and Alison Wall.
Officers:
Kimberley Rowley, Head of Regulatory Services

Brad Wheeler, Licensing Officer

Helen Wailling, Committee Manager

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Reena Ranger.
RG03/16
MINUTES


The minutes of the meeting held on 2 March 2016 and the extraordinary meeting held on 16 August 2016 were agreed as correct records and were signed by the Chairman.
RG04/16
NOTICE OF OTHER BUSINESS


There was none.

RG05/16
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS


There were none.
RG06/16
EFFECT OF IMMIGRATION ACT 2016 ON APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE HIRE AND HACKNEY CARRIAGE LICENCES

The Chairman welcomed Brad Wheeler, Licensing Officer who had recently joined the Council. 


The Licensing Officer took Members through the report.

  The Immigration Act 2016 amended existing licensing regimes in the UK to seek to prevent illegal working in the private hire and Hackney carriage sector. With effect from 1 December 2016 the provisions in this Act prohibited all licensing authorities across the UK from issuing to anyone who was disqualified by reason of their immigration status.  A local authority therefore discharged this duty by conducting immigration checks. The Act also embedded other immigration safeguards into the existing licensing regimes across the UK.  

Members then asked questions, and the following points were made:
· It was not yet clear if the impending withdrawal from the EU would have implications in regard to the legislation, and guidance was awaited from the Home Office.
· If applications were pending with the Home Office this could make the checks required more complex.

· In regard to training of staff to carry out the checks, broad guidelines on training had been issued from the Home Office. The Licensing Officer had been trained, and would be liaising with the Customer Service Centre (CSC) Manager to ensure that relevant staff were fully trained.
· There would be an increased workload for Licensing staff, particularly when the changes were first introduced, but this would be alleviated by involving the CSC, who already carried out document checks.

· In response to a query about current checks carried out on licenses, it was confirmed that the Council already carried out enforcement work (spot checks) in the community, sometimes in partnership with the Police.  Renewal letters were also sent out when licences were due to expire. 

Councillor Martin Trevett, seconded by Councillor Steve Drury, moved the recommendations in the report.

Upon being put to the Committee, the recommendations were declared CARRIED, the voting being unanimous.

RESOLVED:-

That the report on the effect of The Immigration Act 2016 on applications for Private Hire & Hackney Carriage licences be noted and a further report be presented to Committee detailing any cost implications (including staffing) as part of the taxi licensing fee review.
RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL:-
  
That the Council Constitution be amended to reflect the requirements of the Immigration Act 2016.
RG07/16
REQUEST TO AMEND THE STANDARD CONDITIONS OF STREET TRADING CONSENTS


The Licensing team had received a request from Councillors to amend the standard conditions of Street Trading Consents issued by Three Rivers District Council. 


The Licensing Officer noted that the references in the report to the Health and Wellbeing Committee should be to the Health and Wellbeing Partnership. 


The references to parks under paragraphs 3.5 and 13.1 should be to play areas.


Members then asked questions, and the following points were made:

· It was a case of balancing healthy eating with pedestrian safety. In some cases it might be safer for vendors to park inside a park than for customers to walk 50m down the road to reach them. 
· It seemed unfair that children could not buy ice-cream in a play area – there was a danger of going too far in regulating this. 
· If the conditions were amended, these would need to be monitored and enforced by the Licensing Team.

· Exemptions could be included in any conditions, for instance for one-off events.
· In regard to this issue, schools and play areas should not be classified together, as they were completely different. It made sense to restrict street traders near schools, but not near play areas, although a condition re play areas could be that vendors did not cause an obstruction when parking.
· Any condition restricting street traders near schools should only apply during school hours. 
· Would it make a difference if the vendor was selling healthy food?

· The exhaust fumes from ice-cream vans near play areas should be taken into account, as they had to keep their engines running.
· Any consultation on these issues should be carefully planned.
· It would be useful to understand the concerns which had been behind the original request to amend the conditions. It would also be useful to see any research from the Health and Wellbeing Partnership in regard to the impact which restrictions might have.

· Conditions on shops selling food near schools could also be looked at (e.g. sweet shops near schools). 

· Each school had very different parking arrangements on the roads outside, and should therefore also be consulted on any amendments to conditions. 

Councillor Eric Bishop, seconded by Councillor Steve Drury, moved that this item be deferred to a future committee and that the Committee request further information on the reasons behind the original request to amend the conditions.


Upon being put to the Committee, the recommendations were declared CARRIED, the voting being unanimous.
RESOLVED:

1. That this item be deferred to a future committee for consideration; 

2. That the Committee request further information from the Health and Wellbeing Partnership on the reasons behind the original request to amend the conditions.


RG08/16
REGULATORY SERVICES COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME


To consider and make necessary changes to the Committee’s work programme.

RESOLVED:-


That   the Committee notes the items included in the work programme, subject to any amendments agreed at the meeting.

CHAIRMAN
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