SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

14 MARCH 2017
PART   1 - DELEGATED   
8.   
  INTRODUCTION OF A TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER FOR THE HENBURY WAY TEMPORARY CAR PARK, SOUTH OXHEY, HERTS 

(DCES) 
1.
Summary
1.1
  This report details the proposed introduction of a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) for the new temporary car park in Henbury Way South Oxhey, which has been provided as part of the South Oxhey Initiative (SOI).  Members are requested to consider the TRO proposal.
2.
Details

2.1
On-street and off-street parking controls apply within the main settlements in 

Three Rivers District and on other roads where they are needed to balance 

parking demand, ensure highway safety and prevent obstruction for service and 

emergency vehicles. Three Rivers is designated as a Civil Enforcement Area for 

parking controls and the District Council provides an on-street and off-street 

parking enforcement service through a contract with Indigo shared with Watford 

Council.
2.2 A planning condition of the SOI was to replicate the 75 parking spaces located in the existing Bridlington Road car park (Phase 1A of the project) prior to the commencement of works on this Phase.
Fifty-five of these parking spaces have been re-provided on land that was formerly a grassed area located in Henbury Way (See attached location plan in Appendix 1). The intention is for these to remain in place for the majority of the SOI development programme, which is currently scheduled for completion late 2022. Towards the end of the programme this area will be converted to open space for amenity use as required by the planning consent for the scheme.
The remaining 20 spaces are currently re-provided on land opposite this area formerly known as Baden Hall. These spaces are a short-term solution to satisfy the planning condition, whilst permanent parking spaces are constructed within existing grassed verges owned by the District Council in Fairfield Avenue. It is anticipated that, subject to approval of a separate planning application for these works currently under consideration, the parking spaces will be available for use by mid-2017. When they are completed, Countryside will take possession of the Baden Hall car park as part of the scheme for redevelopment.
As a result of the above arrangement the Baden Hall car park area is not considered further in the context of any proposed enforcement measures. 

2.3 Both temporary car parks have been open for use since November 2016 and currently operate without any enforcement measures in place.

2.4          The Bridlington Road car park had a 36-hour restriction, so in practice there would no change, if recommendation (a) were adopted, to the status of the replacement car park. 

2.5 Anecdotal evidence suggested that the Bridlington Road car park was equally used by local residents, commuters or those working in the area as well as ‘shoppers’ using the local facilities. It can therefore be reasonably assumed that the same profile of user applies to the new temporary car park in Henbury Way.


A likely consequence of imposing more onerous waiting restrictions on the Henbury Way car park will be the displacement of some of those users on to the surrounding streets.
2.6
With this in mind, a parking survey was commissioned in October 2016 to review parking capacity within surrounding streets on both sides of the railway line. The geographical area of the survey was extended on the South Oxhey Estate side to take in The Centre Leisure facility. This facility is currently part of an ongoing separate procurement process. Potentially the building could be enhanced by the addition of a wet-side facility and refurbishment of the existing dry side.
2.7
In summary the survey concluded that generally there are no immediate concerns and the surrounding roads generally have sufficient capacity. This is a background paper to this report and is available for Members to inspect.
2.8
The final impact on surrounding streets of the completed development will become clear on its completion. However parking provision for both the residential and commercial aspects of the SOI was considered and addressed during the planning process.

2.9
Countryside have implemented as part of their Construction Method Statement a management system that provides for sub-contractor parking remotely from the central area by using available space at the Pavilion located off Green Lane. Any breach of these arrangements will be quickly dealt with by both the Council and Countryside. As a result there will be no use of the temporary car park by Countryside or their sub-contractors.
2.10
Members should also be aware that Countryside are soon (currently programmed for April 2017) to take possession of Station Approach (Phase 1B of the project) which includes the ‘pay and display’ car park. The Developer has yet to submit its logistical plans for this phase but initial discussions indicate the car park will have to be closed for around twelve months whilst re-development takes place.
3.
Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
The implementation of a TRO replicating that for Bridlington Road car park will provide continuity between the closing and opening of the respective car parks and provide necessary measures of control should the need arise.
3.2
Officers recognise that the Parking Services Member Working Party is considering district-wide changes to public car parks owned by the District Council. Recommendations are therefore made for one of two options or for a combination of the two. While the first option would replicate the 36-hour control, a further option is proposed to enable officers in consultation with relevant Members to develop a solution based on the goals of the working party.

3.3
The second option would take time to develop and implement. Officers therefore suggest the third option which continues the existing 36-hour control but allows for future improvements.  
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.  The proposed recommendations fall under the SOI.
5.  
Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Public Health, Customer Services Centre
  

5.1
None specific.

6.
Financial Implications
6.1
  The cost for implementing a TRO will be in the order of £5,000 + vat and will be funded from existing budgets.
7.
Legal Implications
7.1
  The prescribed process for implementing a TRO will take approximately four months to complete and this process is subject to receipt of objections which may prevent the introduction of the TRO.
8.
Equal Opportunities Implications

8.1
Relevance Test

	Has a relevance test been completed for Equality Impact?


	No

	Did the relevance test conclude a full impact assessment was required?


	No 


9.
Communications and Website Implications
9.1
  All proposals will be publicised using the web site and standard communication channels.
10.
Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications

10.1
The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http://www.threerivers.gov.uk.  In addition, the risks of the proposals in the report have also been assessed against the Council’s duties under Health and Safety legislation relating to employees, visitors and persons affected by our operations.  The risk management implications of this report are detailed below.

10.2
The subject of this report is covered by the Major Projects ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT  service plan. Any risks resulting from this report will be included in the risk register and, if necessary, managed within this plan.
10.3
There are no risks to the Council in agreeing the recommendation.
11.  
Recommendation

11.1
Committee is asked to determine one of the following options; 

a) 
To implement a TRO with the same provisions as existed in the Bridlington Road car park, i.e. 36 Hours maximum stay.
b)

That Members consider future restrictions for this car park with a view to introducing charges especially for long-term parking and that this decision is delegated to the DCES in consultation with the Lead Member and local Ward Members, and following a presentation of the risks and issues to the Parking Services Member Working Party.

c)
To implement option (a) immediately followed by the proposals in option (b).
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