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PART   I -   DELEGATED 

11.
  HOME ENERGY CONSERVATION AUTHORITY (HECA) REPORT 2017-2019   (DCES) 
1.
Summary
1.1
To approve a report which sets out how Three Rivers District Council has progressed since the last Home Energy Conservation Act (HECA) report in 2015 and also sets out actions and priorities for 2017-19.  
2.
Details

2.1
  The Home Energy Conservation Act 1995 (HECA) recognises local authorities ability to use their position to improve the energy efficiency of all residential accommodation in their areas. Reports were published in 2013 and 2015 setting out how Three Rivers District Council would achieve this.  A progress report is required every 2 years.  The draft report (Appendix 1) sets out how Three Rivers District Council has progressed since the last HECA report and also sets out actions and priorities for 2017-19 for home energy conservation. 
2.2
In January 2017 the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) issued revised Guidance in preparing reports for 31 March 2017.  This includes reference to the Energy Company Obligation (ECO) ‘flexible eligibility’ from April 2017 which will allow a Local Authority to provide a declaration to an energy supplier that the Authority had determined a household, or a number of households, as eligible for funding. Guidance to Local Authorities including the criteria to be used to identify the desired target groups had not been published at the time of the HECA report being drafted. Therefore the report includes a statement which indicates an intent to declare the households in Three Rivers which are eligible under these criteria once the guidance becomes available.
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
To meet our obligations under Home Energy Conservation Act 1995 (HECA) (as amended 2012) we should publish a report by the 31 March 2017. It is recommended that the Home Energy Conservation Act (HECA) Progress Report 2017-19 as set out in Appendix 1 be approved for submission to the Secretary of State and published on the Council’s website.  
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.  The relevant policy is entitled Strategic Plan 2015-18 objective 2.1 to maintain a high quality local environment and reduce the eco-footprint of the district.   ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT This is also in line with Objective 3: Encourage the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from existing properties in the District in line with the priorities in our Home Energy Conservation Act report in Green Expectations, the Council’s Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy of March 2015.  
4.2               The recommendations in this report relate to the achievement of the following performance indicators: ESD11 Home Energy Conservation Authority Report Actions.
                           
5.
Financial Implications
5.1
It is expected that any costs will be met within current budgetary provision.  
5.2
If funding is required to enable the authority to take advantage of an opportunity which would make progress against the actions in the report, a fully costed report would be presented to the relevant committee for consideration.
6.
Legal Implications
6.1
To meet our obligations under Home Energy Conservation Act 1995 (HECA)

                    (as amended 2012) we should publish a report by the 31 March 2017.
  
7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1
Relevance Test

	Has a relevance test been completed for Equality Impact?


	Yes 

	Did the relevance test conclude a full impact assessment was required?


	No 


8.
Staffing Implications
8.1
Implementation of the recommendations in the report will be undertaken by staff in the Economic and Sustainable Development Service.  The impact on staffing and resources of the outcome from some of the measures to be considered would be the subject of specific further reports.  
9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
  Implementing the priorities in the HECA report would have a positive impact on the energy efficiency of homes within the District and therefore reduce the environmental impact and eco footprint of the District.
10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
  None specific.
11.
Public Health implications
11.1
Cold homes can affect or exacerbate a range of health problems including respiratory problems, circulatory problems and increased risk of poor mental health. Interventions to improve the energy efficiency of the home, including insulation and central heating upgrades, are likely to lead to warmer homes and to reduce cold home-related ill-health. Therefore implementing the priorities in the HECA report would have a positive impact on the energy efficiency of homes within the District and therefore reduce the health impacts of residents living in cold homes.
12.
Customer Services Centre Implications
12.1
  None specific.
13.
Communications and Website Implications
13.1
  The report would need to be published on the Council website. The HECA Report seeks to promote the benefits of home energy efficiency activity and measures, including smart meter technology, to help residents manage their energy use.  As previously this would look to raise awareness through Three Rivers Times, on the Council website, on the Green our Herts website, through the Environment Newsletter and through social media. 
14.
Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
14.1
The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http://www.threerivers.gov.uk.  In addition, the risks of the proposals in the report have also been assessed against the Council’s duties under Health and Safety legislation relating to employees, visitors and persons affected by our operations.  The risk management implications of this report are detailed below.

14.2
The subject of this report is covered by the Economic and Sustainable Development  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT service plan. Any risks resulting from this report will be included in the risk register and, if necessary, managed within this plan.

The following table gives the risks if the recommendation(s) are agreed, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood: 

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	1
	The Secretary of State may consider that the submitted report does not meet the requirements of the Home Energy Conservation Act. 
	II
	F


14.3
There are no risks to the Council in rejecting the recommendation.

The following table gives the risks that would exist if the recommendation is rejected, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood:

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	2
	The Council may be penalised in some way by the Government for not submitting a report to the Government to the required standard or to the required deadline (31.3.17). 
	II
	E


14.4
Of the risks above the following are already included in service plans:
	Description of Risk
	Service Plan

	No 2
	Reference to energy reduction measures associated with HECA is included in the relevant service plan.
	Economic & Sustainable Development


14.5
The above risks are plotted on the matrix below depending on the scored assessments of impact and likelihood, detailed definitions of which are included in the risk management strategy. The Council has determined its aversion to risk and is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are plotted in the shaded area of the matrix. The remaining risks require a treatment plan. 
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14.6
In the officers’ opinion none of the new risks above, were they to come about, would seriously prejudice the achievement of the Strategic Plan and are therefore operational risks.  The effectiveness of treatment plans are reviewed by the Audit Committee annually.

15.  
Recommendation
15.1
That the Home Energy Conservation Act (HECA) Progress Report 2017-19 as set  out in Appendix 1 be approved for submission to the Secretary of State and published on the Council’s website.

Committee Decision on Public Access:-

	1.
	Public access to report
	-
	immediate



Report prepared by:
Katherine Frost, Sustainable Projects Officer.  

Data Quality


Data sources: As referenced in the report in Appendix 1.


Data checked by:  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Claire May, Principal Planning Officer

Data rating: 
	1
	Poor
	

	2
	Sufficient
	(

	3
	High
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