PLANNING COMMITTEE – 25 February 2016
PART I - DELEGATED

5.
Consideration of Objections and Confirmation of Three Rivers (64- 92 By The 

           Wood Carpenders Park Watford) Tree Preservation Order 2015
(DCES)
1.
Summary
1.1 To consider objections made, in respect of the Three Rivers (64- 92 By The Wood Carpenders Park Watford) Tree Preservation Order 2015, in response to seven individual trees being protected by a tree preservation order (three Malus spp. and four Fraxinus spp.) and a group tree preservation order (consisting of five Salix spp.) This report sets out the Officer’s recommendations to confirm this Order without modification.

2.
Details

2.1
The Three Rivers (64- 92 By The Wood Carpenders Park Watford) Tree Preservation Order 2015 and was made in respect of the immediate threat of the three Malus and Fraxinus spp. trees being felled.
2.2
An objection has been submitted regarding the Order from the Chairman of the flats 64-92 By the Wood, Carpenders Park, Watford on the following basis:
(a) Several of the trees will affect the proposals to improve the area with parking facilities for the residents.

(b) T1 the Crab apple is not worthy of a tree preservation order as the tree is diseased.

(c) Perceived threat that T2 might collapse or a further branch or branches might fall.

(d) T3 possibility of removal due to the drip line being over any cars parked there in the future.

2.3 In response to the above objections:
(a) Several of the mature trees add to the sylvan of the area and have high amenity value. Any parking proposal should consider incorporating the trees into the design and recommend no dig designs within any root protection areas of mature trees.

(b) T1 the crab apple is part of a wider tree preservation order for the whole site. At the time of inspection the tree was in a reasonable condition. 

(c) There will always be a potential risk of failure with trees. Regular surveys of trees should be promoted as good husbandry to ensure such trees Are in good health and therefore less likely to fail. At the time of inspection the tree was found to be in a reasonable condition.

(d) As above in (a) T3 is part of the tree preservation order and has high amenity value.

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
There are two options available to the Committee:


(a)
Confirm the Order without modification.


(b)
Not to confirm the Order. This would mean that the tree/s would not be provided statutory protection.

4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets. 

5.
Financial, Legal, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
5.1 None specific.

6.
Recommendation
6.1 That the objection is noted but that the Three Rivers (64- 92 By The Wood Carpenders Park Watford) Tree Preservation Order 2015 is confirmed without modification.


Report prepared by:
Daniel Monk, Tree Preservation Officer
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