EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 26 NOVEMBER 2007

  

  PUBLIC SERVICES AND HEALTH POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

   8 NOVEMBER 2007
PART   I -   NOT DELEGATED 
8b.
  ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH FEES AND CHARGES 2008/09

(  DHH) 

1.
Summary
1.1
  The Policy and Scrutiny Committee is requested to agree the fees and charges set out in Appendix 1 for the identified Environmental Health activities and to request approval from Executive Committee.

2.
Details

2.1   Environmental Health fees and charges in respect of Animal Control, Pest Control and Licensing have been reviewed in accordance with the recommendations of the Best Value Charging Review 2001/02. 

2.2 A detailed costing of full cost recovery charges was undertaken in 2003/04. The current review of these costs has shown them to still be appropriate in respect of officer time required to process and approve applications or to undertake inspections (where appropriate). The Review has identified that only an inflationary increase is warranted on the discretionary fees and charges (certain fees and charges are fixed by statute). A summary of the proposed charges is attached at Appendix 1.

2.3 Any agreement on the proposed increase in respect of licensing fees for operators and vehicles are subject to public consultation and advertisement. It is recommended that the Chair of this Committee, the Chair of Regulatory Services Committee and the Acting Director of Housing and Health be delegated to determine any objections made to the proposed increases.

2.4 The additional revenue has been built into the base 2008/09 budget during the current budget setting exercise. Should Members wish to reduce any of the proposed charges they will need to be identified to Executive Committee, as they will become growth items in the 2008/09 budget.

2.5 Some dog owners could refuse to pay a higher handling charge and not want their dog back or would need to accept payment by instalments; the additional work involved in raising invoices and tracking/chasing payments or seeking recovery of costs by legal means would negate any additional income from an inflationary rise in the charge. It is therefore recommended that the handling charge for stray dogs remain at the current level.

2.6
As requested by the Committee this report provides only the summary information from the full revue of fees and charges. Should any Member wish to view the full documentation it can be arranged if they contact the Chief Environmental Health Officer. All charges have been rounded up where appropriate.
2.7
Policy and Scrutiny Committee is asked to endorse the new fees and charges and to recommend approval to Executive Committee.

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  To recommend fees and charges for the Environmental Health licensing and registration functions for 2008/09.
4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.  
  5
Financial Implications. 

5.1
The proposed inflationary increase in fees and charges has already been built into the 2008/09 budget base. Should Members determine that they are averse to the increases then a growth bid will need to be made. 

6 
Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre and Website Implications
  6.1
None specific.

7.
Legal Implications
7.1 Fees relating to the Licensing Act 2003, small lotteries and authorised processes are fixed by statute. Gambling Act fees for 2008/09 have already been agreed at Licensing Committee in accordance with the requirements of the Gambling Act 2005.
7.2 In respect of all other fees and charges the Council is required to ensure that all fees and charges are on a cost-recovery basis only - it   is not allowed to make a profit.

7.3 In the event of a prosecution for a breach of a licence or registration all costs are charged at the actual rate.

8.
Risk Management Implications

8.1 The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http://www.threerivers.gov.uk.  The risk management implications of this report are detailed below. 

8.2 The subject of this report is covered by the Environmental Health service plan. Any risks resulting from this report will be included in the risk register and, if necessary, managed within this plan.

8.3 The following table gives the risks if the recommendation(s) are agreed, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood: 

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	11
	Reduced take-up of licences due to the increase in costs
	II
	E


8.4
The following table gives the risks that would exist if the recommendation is rejected, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood:

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	12
	Charges do not rise adequately to cover the cost of providing the service
	II
	E


8.5
Of the risks detailed above none are already managed within a service plan.

8.6
The above risks are plotted on the matrix below depending on the scored assessments of impact and likelihood, detailed definitions of which are included in the risk management strategy. The Council has determined its aversion to risk and is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are plotted in the shaded area of the matrix. The remaining risks require a treatment plan. 
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8.7
In the officers’ opinion none of the new risks above, were they to come about, would seriously prejudice the achievement of the Strategic Plan, and are therefore operational risks. The effectiveness of treatment plans are reviewed by the Audit Committee annually.

9.  
Recommendation


That   either:

9.1.1 Policy and Scrutiny Committee endorse the proposed inflationary increase on Environmental Health fees and charges for 2007/08, or

9.1.2 Policy and Scrutiny Committee refer any proposed increases, which are not acceptable, to Executive Committee as growth items for the 2007/08 budget setting process, and

9.2 
That the Acting Director of Housing and Health, in consultation with the Chairman of Public Services and Health Policy and Scrutiny Committee and the Chair of Regulatory Services Committee, be delegated to determine any objections, following advertisement, to the proposed increase in fees in relation to Private Hire Operators and private hire and hackney carriage vehicles.


Background Papers


Budget preparation papers


Charging Review Framework documents.


  

Report prepared by:
  Ted Massey, Chief Environmental Health Officer





Gloria Gillespie, Residential Standards Manager





John Scott, Commercial Standards Manager


Background Papers


None.


APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS

  Appendix 1 – Proposed fees and charges – Environmental Health 2008/09
Appendix 1 – Environmental Health proposed fees and charges 2008/2009
Animal Control

	
	Current:
	Proposed:

	Riding Establishments
	£332.00
	£340

	Animal Boarding Establishments
	£221.00
	£227

	Pet Shops
	£221.00
	£227

	Stray Dog Handling Charge
	£108.00
	£108


Pest Control

	Treatment
	Domestic
	Commercial

	
	current
	proposed
	current
	proposed

	Wasps/Hornets
	£44 inc VAT
	£45 inc VAT


	£44 pr hr ex VAT
	£ 45 pr hr ex VAT

	Insects (1)
	£143 inc. VAT 
	£ 146 inc VAT


	£45 pr hr ex VAT
	£46 pr hr ex VAT



	Squirrels/Glis Glis
	£53 inc VAT
	£ 54inc VAT


	£53 ex VAT
	£54 ex VAT

	Rats
	£16 inc VAT
	£16.50 inc VAT


	£44 pr hr ex VAT
	£ 46pr hr ex VAT


(1) total cost for up to three treatments within a six-week period

Licensing

	Licence
	current
	proposed

	P.H. Driver
	120
	123

	H.C. Driver
	120
	123

	P.H. Driver - renewal
	120
	123

	H.C. Driver - renewal
	120
	123

	Replace Badge
	16
	17

	Replace Badge + Paperwork
	24
	25

	Replace Plate
	22
	23

	Replace Internal Plate
	13
	14

	Replace Plate + paperwork
	33
	34

	P.H. Vehicle Licence
	120
	123

	H.C. Vehicle Licence
	120
	123

	H.C./P.H. Vehicle Transfer
	32
	33

	H.C/P.H. Vehicle Transfer + Plate
	54
	55

	P.H. Operator
	182
	187

	P.H. Operator Renewal
	182
	187

	P.H.Operator Transfer/Amend
	33
	34

	Compliance Test Fee
	60
	62

	Street Traders
	187
	192
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