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14.  
FRITH WOOD CONSERVATION AREA   

(DLE  )   

1.
Summary
1.1
  To consider the designation of an area situated between Watford Road and Sandy Lane, to be known as Frith Wood, as a Conservation Area. 
2.
Details

2.1
  Local Planning Authorities have a duty under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 to determine which parts of their areas have special architectural or historic interest, the character and appearance of which should be preserved or enhanced, and to designate those areas as Conservation Areas. Authorities also have a duty to consider whether any parts or any further parts of their area should be designated as Conservation Areas.
                    The Act enables Local Authorities to draw up and publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of Conservation Areas in their Districts, and to consult the local community about these proposals. Public support for Conservation Areas as places that give identity to people and communities is well established.

                     Performance Indicator BV 219 seeks to measure what steps the Councils are taking to preserve the character of Conservation Areas through designation, character appraisals and management proposals. The Council has a programme of preparing Conservation Area Character Appraisals.

                    The Three Rivers Local Plan sets down policies to preserve and enhance Conservation Areas.

                    The proposed Conservation Area lies on a previously wooded area called Frith Wood, between the Watford Road and Sandy Lane, Northwood, and borders the London Boroughs of Hillingdon and Harrow, in the Moor Park and Eastbury Ward. (Appendix 1)
                    The character of the area is derived from the low density of development with Grade II Listed, Locally Listed Buildings and other houses of late 1890’s and early 1900’s within the proposed boundary. There are many mature trees within the site and a splendid run of mature oaks marking the boundary to the south. 
                     Development along the opposite side of the Watford Road and the section within Hillingdon is increasingly intensive flatted development following the demolition of residential houses. If this trend is to continue here, it will undermine the characteristics that make the area so attractive and detract from the previously mentioned historic buildings.

                    The boundary has been drawn from historic maps which show the location of Frith Wood and the gradual development of the area from the late 1800s and the District Boundaries. 
                     The south-east point of the proposed Conservation Area joins the Pinner Hill Estate Conservation Area which was designated in 1990 by the London Borough of Harrow.

                     The area of land directly to the south of the land belonging to what is now known as Admiralty House has been designated as an “Area of Special Local Character” by the London Borough of Hillingdon.
                    Admiralty House and its Lodge (originally named “Frithwood House” and built by M Macartney) are two of the Grade II Listed buildings in the proposed Conservation Area and is currently owned by the MOD. Admiral Sir John Fieldhouse and his wife Lady Fieldhouse were previous residents.
                    The Glade is the third Grade II Listed building which is attributed to C F A Voysey, the boundary of which adjoins the grounds of Admiralty House.

                     Frith Lodge and Frith Cottage are both on the Local List and both were built around 1860 and are linked to Eastbury, (HMS Warrior) the mansion that eventually became the Officer’s Mess at Coastal Command.  It was built by David Carnegie who purchased Eastbury in 1857 and rebuilt the mansion and many other estate buildings.  The whole estate was sold to Frank Murray Maxwell Hollowell Carew in 1887.  
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  Officers believe that the proposed area, known as Frith Wood, has special architectural and historical interest and character which should be protected/enhanced by being designated a Conservation Area. 
4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy of safeguarding the built environment and budgets.  

  
  
5.
Financial Implications
5.1
  Conservation Area Designation can be progressed by staff from existing budgets. 
6.
Legal Implications
6.1
  Conservation Areas were introduced by the Civic Amenities Act 1967. The power to designate is now included in the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. It is the duty of the Local Planning Authority to decide which parts of the area they administer are areas of special architectural or historic interest, the character and appearance of which is desirable to enhance through formal designation.
                    Subject to the Committee agreeing designation the process is as follows:

· Public consultation and comment by interested bodies, including BEAMS and English     Heritage (Historic Areas Division).

· Results of the public consultation are reported to the Committee with recommendation.

· Committee resolution to designate.

· Notice of Designation to be sent to the Secretary of State and the Commission and published in the London Gazette and at least one local newspaper.

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1
Relevance Test

	Has a relevance test been completed for Equality Impact?


	 No. No proposed change to current policy or service. 

	Did the relevance test conclude a full impact assessment was required?


	 No 


7.2
Impact Assessment  

What actions were identified to address any detrimental impact or unmet need?

                    None. There is no proposed change to current policy or service.


  
8.
Staffing Implications
8.1
  Conservation Area issues are dealt with by a retained specialist officer funded     by the Planning Delivery Grant and by Officers in the Local Plans Section.
9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
  Conservation Area designation helps to ensure that the special character and appearance of historic areas is retained of enhanced.
10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
  None specific.
11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
  The CSC will be briefed to advise on whom to contact regarding policy applying in Conservation Areas.
12.
Website Implications
12.1
  Information about policies affecting Conservation Areas is available on the web site.
13.
Risk Management Implications
13.1
There are no risks to the Council in agreeing the recommendations.
13.2

The following table gives the risks that would exist if the recommendation is rejected, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood:

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	1
	The area of special architectural and historic interest would be under threat from unsympathetic development proposals
	III
	C


13.3
Of the risks above the following are already included in service plans:

	Description of Risk
	Service Plan

	1
	The area of special architectural and historic interest would be under threat from unsympathetic development proposals
	Local Plans


13.4
The above risks are plotted on the matrix below depending on the scored assessments of impact and likelihood, detailed definitions of which are included in the risk management strategy. The Council has determined its aversion to risk and is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are plotted in the shaded area of the matrix. The remaining risks require a treatment plan. 
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13.5
In the Officers’ opinion none of the new risks above, were they to come about, would seriously prejudice the achievement of the Strategic Plan, and are therefore operational risks. The effectiveness of treatment plans are reviewed by the Audit Committee annually.

14.  
Recommendation
14.1
That subject to the views of the Sustainable Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee, a public consultation on the designation of the area known as Frith Wood as a Conservation Area be carried out and a further report on the results and Officers’ recommendations be presented to the SEPS and Executive Committees.   
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