THREE RIVERS DISTRICT COUNCIL
At a meeting of the Extraordinary Full   Council held in the   Penn Chamber, Three Rivers House, Rickmansworth, on Monday 7 December 2015   from 7.00pm to 7.17 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT pm and reconvened at 9.06pm to 9.08pm.
Present:
  Councillors Eric Bishop (Chairman), Kate Turner (Vice-Chairman), Diana Barber, Rupert Barnes, Sara Bedford, Phil Brading, Martin Brooks, Marilyn Butler, Stephen Cox, Steve Drury, Peter Getkahn, Stephen Giles-Medhurst, Ty Harris, Alex Hayward, Paula Hiscocks, Heather Kenison, Angela Killick, Chris Lloyd, David Major, Joy Mann, Debbie Morris, Sarah Nelmes, Marie-Louise Nolan, Leslie Proctor, Reena Ranger, Ralph Sangster, David Sansom, Alison Scarth and Andrew Scarth. Ann Shaw OBE, Len Tippen, Martin Trevett, Alison Wall and Chris Whately-Smith.
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Kemal Butt, Terry Dos Ramos, Angela Roberts and Roger Seabourne.
CL52/15
INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL

Council considered the recommendations from the Independent Remuneration Panel.
Councillor Ralph Sangster moved an amendment seconded by Councillor Ann Shaw, to the recommendations from the Panel on the Group Leader’s allowance.  The Group Leaders had discussed the recommendation and had agreed an alternative way to distribute the allowance for the three Group Leaders.  A paper copy of the revised format had been circulated to Members which would not require any extra funding than what had been suggested by the Panel.


The amendment proposed was as follows:

A Group Leader allowance made up of £1,000 and a ProRata allowance to depend on the number of Members in each of their Group.
Councillor Chris Lloyd asked why the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Council allowance had not been considered.  It was advised that their allowances were for a civic role and were paid from a separate budget but a written reply would be provided to Members.

On being put to the Council the recommendations from the Panel with the amendment to the Group Leader allowance were declared CARRIED by the Chairman the voting being 32 For, 1 Against and 0 Abstentions.


 

RESOLVED:

1. The basic allowance is increased from £4,581 per annum to £4,627. 


2. That the Special Responsibility Allowances be as follows: 


Leader of the Council £8,534

Lead Members £4,627 (1 x Basic rate) 


Chair of Planning Committee £3,470 (3/4 of basic rate) 


Chair of Licensing Committee & Regulatory Services Committee £2,314 (half of basic rate) 


Chair of Audit Committee £2,314 (half of basic rate) 


Group Leaders: 



Main Opposition Leader £3,584


Other Opposition Leader(s) £1,323


that the Travel Allowance remains at 52.2 per mile. 


that there is no increase in the Dependent Carer Allowance of £12.50 per hour.
CL53/15
SPECIAL EXPENSES
This report reviews the Council’s general and special expenses.

Councillor Matthew Bedford moved, duly seconded, the recommendations in the report.


On being put to Council the Chairman declared the motion CARRIED the voting being unanimous.




RESOLVED:
That the Council confirms that it will apply the following resolution for special and general expenses for 2016/17:- 


(1)
that the following functions being either those provided equally across the district or incurring minimal expenditure be declared general expenses:- 




closed churchyards;




allotments;




litter bins;




salt bins;




dog bins;




highways, trees and roadside verges;




seats and shelters;




youth centres;




crime prevention;




land drainage;




footpath maintenance;




footpath lighting;




community arts;




off street car park maintenance;




street naming;




Dial-A-Ride;




play-schemes




award of grants under Section 137.


(2)
that the following functions are declared special expenses:-




playing fields and open spaces (excluding water based activities and maintenance met from commuted sums);




community halls (including apportionment of The Centre, South Oxhey and the net income on Oxhey Hall and the YMCA Woodlands building in Abbots Langley);




cemeteries (apportioned between Croxley Green and the unparished areas on the basis of population);




Watersmeet (all costs except the pantomime charged to the unparished area as a community hall. The pantomime is treated as a general expense)




Woodlands (apportioned on the basis of acreage)

CL54/15

COUNCIL TAX BASE FINANCIAL YEAR 2016/2017
This report detailed the Authority’s council tax base for 2016/2017 which must be approved between 1 December 2015 and 31 January 2016.

Councillor Matthew Bedford moved, duly seconded, the recommendations in the report.


On being put to Council the Chairman declared the motion CARRIED the voting being unanimous.




RESOLVED:



That the calculation of the Council’s tax base for the year 2016/2017 be approved. 




That in accordance with the Local Authorities (Calculation of Tax Base) (England) Regulations 2012, the amount calculated by the Three Rivers District Council as its council tax base for the year  2016/2017 shall be:-
	
	Band D Equivalents

	
	

	Abbots Langley
	8,108.18

	Chorleywood
	6,166.38

	Croxley Green
	5,445.45

	Sarratt
	1,076.99

	Watford Rural
	6,817.78

	Unparished Area
	9,752.51

	Total District
	37,367.30


CL55/15
COUNCIL TAX REDUCTION SCHEME 2016/17
This report sought Council’s approval for the Council Tax Reduction Scheme for 2016/17.

Councillor Matthew Bedford moved, duly seconded, the recommendations in the report stating that all parties had agreed the scheme a few years ago when the Council took over responsibility.


On being put to Council the Chairman declared the motion CARRIED the voting being unanimous.

RESOLVED:
That the Council approves that the Council Tax Reduction Scheme is continued for 2016/17.
CL56/15
BUSINESS RATES POOLING
This report sought approval to enter into a business rates pool with Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) and a number of other districts within the County for 2016/17.

Councillor Matthew Bedford moved, duly seconded, the recommendations in the report stating that the Council benefited from being in the pool and it was hoped they would again.


On being put to Council the Chairman declared the motion CARRIED the voting being unanimous.

RESOLVED:

1)
That Council agrees that, subject to a final review following the Local Government Settlement 2015, Three Rivers District Council enters into the Hertfordshire Business Rates Pool.  

2)
Recommend Council delegate authority to the Chief Executive and  the Director of Finance, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee to sign up to the Hertfordshire Business Rates Pool, within 28 days of the Local Government Finance Settlement.
CL57/15
DISCRETIONARY BUSINESS AND HARDSHIP RATE RELIEF POLICIES

To update the current Discretionary Rate Relief and Hardship Rate Relief policies for National Non-Domestic rates (NNDR) policies, effective from 1/4/16.

Councillor Matthew Bedford moved, duly seconded, the recommendations in the report stating that this proposal formulised the policy for the appeal process.


On being put to Council the Chairman declared the motion CARRIED the voting being unanimous.

RESOLVED:
1)
To determine a rate relief to be delegated to the Head of Revenues and Benefits.

2) 
The introduction of an appeals process; with the appeals to be dealt with by the Policy and Resources Committee.

3)
To adopt the revised policy for NNDR Discretionary rate reliefs.

4)
To adopt a new policy for NNDR Hardship Rate Relief.

CL58/15
RECOMMENDATION FROM THE REGULATORY SERVICES COMMITTEE ON THE COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW

In response to a question from Councillor Debbie Morris regarding the proposed dates in the timetable, the Chief Executive advised that the dates could be changed but the review had to be completed by 28 October 2016.  Council could delegate any changes to the Regulatory Services Committee and the wording “subject to change” could be added to the timetable.

On being put to Council the recommendations with the amendment to recommendation 5 were CARRIED the voting being unanimous.

RG12/15 – COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW
RESOLVED:

(1) That a Community Governance Review for the unparished areas of the District be conducted in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 3 Part 4 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007,

(2) That   Terms of Reference for the Community Governance Review as amended (see below) be approved and published.


(3) That the Regulatory Services Committee carries out the Community Governance Review in a manner in accordance with the legislation.


(4) That the Regulatory Services Committee be delegated to make minor amendments or revisions to the Terms of Reference following the initial consultation.

(5) That the timetable for the Community Governance Review as set out in Appendix 2 be published (subject to change) but that any changes be delegated to the Regulatory Services Committee.

Terms of Reference as amended:


“To recommend or otherwise the creation of a new community council or councils covering the 4 Wards mentioned in the petition, or alternative options.”
CL59/15       RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE LICENSING COMMITTEE ON THE LICENSING POLICY AND GAMBLING ACT POLICY
Councillor Steve Drury proposed, duly seconded that the recommendations at Minute LC10/15 and LC11/15 be approved.
The motion on being put to Council was declared CARRIED the voting being unanimous.

RESOLVED:

LC10/15 THE LICENSING ACT 2003 - STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY 2016-2021
That Members adopt the revised Statement of Licensing Policy 2016-2021 as appended at appendix 3, with the addition of the Executive Summary and the document from the Hertfordshire Fire Service as an Appendix, for publication on 7 January 2016. 


To undertake a review of the new policy no later than November 2020 for implementation in January 2021.

LC11/15 THE GAMBLING ACT 2005 - STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY 2016-2019
That Members adopt the revised Statement of Gambling Principles and Policy 2016 – 2019 with the addition of the Executive Summary and the document from the Hertfordshire Fire Service as an Appendix, for publication on 7 January 2016. 
To undertake a full-scale review of the new policy in line with statutory requirements as may be amended from time to time but with a view to review the policy as soon as practically possible following the new guidance issued by the Gambling Commission.

CL60/15
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC


If Council wishes to consider the remaining item in private, it will be appropriate for a resolution to be passed in the following terms:-



“that under Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined under paragraph 3 Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act. It has been decided by the Council that in all the circumstances, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.”
CL61/15
SOUTH OXHEY INITIATIVE  
Council received the recommendations from the Policy and Resources Committee on the financial implications of the South Oxhey Initiative for the Council.  
Councillor Matthew Bedford moved, seconded by Councillor Martin Trevett, the recommendations from the Policy and Resources Committee and noted that a report would be provided to the Policy and Resources Committee in January following the outcome of the Local Government settlement on the New Homes Bonus and to revisit the assumptions regarding the interest income.  
The motion on being put to Council was declared CARRIED by the Chairman the voting being 26 For, 0 Against and 2 Abstentions.

Officers would also take into consideration the fluctuating interest rates and the finance options available.

RESOLVED:
1) Approved the financing of the South Oxhey scheme;
2) Noted the impact on the revenue funding;

3) Approved the current estimated residual land value of £3.2m to be invested in revenue-generating opportunities;

4) Noted that this investment, together with the increase in council tax revenue generated by the scheme and the additional surplus generated through the LEP funding will ensure that the majority of the loss in revenue generated by the scheme is recovered;

5) That public access to the decisions be immediate; and

6) That public access to the report be denied until the development agreement is signed.

CHAIRMAN
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