  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - 27 JANUARY 2014

LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE – 15 JANUARY 2014    

PART   I - NOT DELEGATED 

12b.  
SMOKE-FREE PLAY AREAS  

(CED) 

1.
Summary
1.1
This report recommends that the Council adopts Smoke-free Play Areas in Three Rivers.   
2.
Details

2.1
  As part of the revised Tobacco Control action plan for Watford and Three Rivers Health and Wellbeing Partnership, an action has been included to designate play areas as smoke-free. The partnership agreed to provide Three Rivers District Council with £1,989 from its Health Inequalities budget in order to produce the signage required to cover the 26 play areas in the District directly managed by Three Rivers District Council. 

2.2
The purpose of providing advisory signage in play areas as smoke-free is:

· To reduce children’s exposure to second-hand smoke

· To reduce children’s exposure to the image of adults smoking, and the potential to encourage them to take up smoking

· To increase public expectation that public areas will be smoke-free

2.3
Similar schemes have been run in North Herts, and in Hertsmere. In addition to the 26 play areas that Three Rivers manage directly, other play areas are owned and managed by parish councils or housing providers. Three Rivers DC is not in a position to direct operations on these other sites but can lead by example. 

2.4
In order to install signage across all of the Three Rivers sites, signs of the value of £1989 are required to place 2 A3 signs on each of the sites. The funding for this has been provided by the Watford and Three Rivers Health and Wellbeing Partnership. Installation costs will be met by Three Rivers District Council Environmental Protection Team. 

2.5
The expected outcome of the project is the ability to publicise the initiative and create a public dialogue about smoke-free play areas. This is an essential element to reducing the prevalence of smoking in Three Rivers. Whilst the area is meeting its smoking quit targets, the recruitment of new smokers to the habit replaces those that have quit. Having a community dialogue that encourages people not to smoke in front of children, whether in play areas, the home or people’s cars, is part of the national strategy for smoking cessation and tobacco control. 

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
To support the implementation of the Tobacco Control action plan for Three Rivers.   
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.  The relevant policy is entitled the Community Strategy. It is also in line with the Hertfordshire Health and Wellbeing Strategy priorities.  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 
  5.
Financial, Legal, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, and Communications & Website
  5.1
None specific.

6.
Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications

6.1
The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http://www.threerivers.gov.uk.  In addition, the risks of the proposals in the report have also been assessed against the Council’s duties under Health and Safety legislation relating to employees, visitors and persons affected by our operations.  The risk management implications of this report are detailed below.

6.2
The subject of this report is covered by the Community Partnerships ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT  service plan.  Any risks resulting from this report will be included in the risk register and, if necessary, managed within this plan.  

6.3
There are no risks to the Council in agreeing the recommendation.
6.4
The following table gives the risks that would exist if the recommendation is rejected, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood:

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	1
	Failure to achieve the priorities of the Community Strategy Through The LSP
	III
	D


6.5
Of the risks above the following are already included in service plans:

	Description of Risk
	Service Plan

	1
	Failure to achieve the priorities of the Community Strategy Through The LSP
	Community Partnerships


6.6
The above risk is plotted on the matrix below depending on the scored assessments of impact and likelihood, detailed definitions of which are included in the risk management strategy. The Council has determined its aversion to risk and is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are plotted in the shaded area of the matrix. The remaining risks require a treatment plan. 
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7.  
Recommendation
7.1
That members recommend to the Executive Council that the Smoke-free Play Area signs are installed in all Three Rivers District Council play areas.     


Report prepared by:
Andy Stovold, Head of Community Partnerships  

Data Quality


Data sources:


Agenda of the Watford and Three Rivers Health and Wellbeing Partnership



Data checked by: Andy Stovold, Head of Community Partnerships  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 

Data rating: 
	1
	Poor
	

	2
	Sufficient
	X

	3
	High
	



Background Papers


Hertfordshire Health and Wellbeing Strategy


http://www.hertsdirect.org/your-council/hcc/partnerwork/hwb/   

APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS

  Appendix A – Example Sign
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