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PART I – NOT   DELEGATED

  9.
  SOUTH OXHEY INITIATIVE 

(DCES)
1.
Summary
1.1 This report seeks authority to the appropriation of the land at the former Tennis Courts land, west of the Oxhey Pavilion.
2.
Details

2.1
The 14th Watford Scout group currently use a site on Oxhey Drive.  That building has reached the end of its occupational life.  That site is currently the subject of a planning application to facilitate the relocation of an existing town centre car repair and sales business. That relocation is required to vacate a key area of Station Approach which is to be part of the comprehensive regeneration approved by planning permission 06/0005/FUL for the South Oxhey Initiative and is subject to an ongoing CPO process.
2.2
The attached report at appendix A has been prepared by the Council’s external Solicitors, Bond Dickinson, who have advised the Council on all CPO issues. Members are requested to consider the matter as detailed in that report. The land in question is shown on appendix B and the Block Plan at appendix C shows the proposed building outline.
  
3.
Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
 It is necessary that Council agrees to the appropriation so that the matter can proceed in the event that planning consent is achieved.
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.
5. 
Financial Implications
5.1
None specific, the costs are included within the SOI budget.
  6.
Legal
6.1
Legal implications are contained within the Solicitors’ report at Appendix A.
6.2
Full Council must agree to the appropriation of the land, it is not a delegated decision.
 7.
Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications

  7.1
None specific.
8.  
Recommendation

That this Committee recommends to Council that:-
8.1
It resolves to authorise the appropriation of the land at Former Tennis Courts, land west of the Oxhey Pavilion (the Site) within Oxhey Playing Fields for planning purposes (as shown on the plan at Appendix A which is owned freehold by the Council) having first considered any objections received to the same under the provisions of Section 122 of the Local Government Act 1972 to enable the Council to override third party rights and easements pursuant to Section 203 of the Housing and Planning Act 2016;
8.2
It authorises the disposal of the Site as public open space pursuant to s.233 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 by virtue of a lease for 20 years to the 14th Watford Scout group having first considered any objections received to the same; and
8.3
That the consideration of any objections be delegated to the Chief Executive in consultation with the Chair of Policy & Resources Committee (P&RC).

8.4
That in doing so the Council has considered the provisions of the Equalities Act 2010 and the Human Rights Act 1998 contained in paragraph 4 of this report so far as they might be applicable in deciding whether or not to authorise the appropriation and resolves the following With regard to Article 1 of Protocol 1 it is considered that in balancing the rights of the individuals who are affected by the appropriation against the benefit to the community of proceeding with the appropriation, the appropriation resulting in the interference with the individuals rights is justified in the interests of providing the relocation of an essential community use for a scouting facility.
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