  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 27 JANUARY 2014

LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE –   15 JANUARY 2014

PART   I -   DELEGATED

12h.  
HERTFORDSHIRE CHILD AND FAMILY POVERTY STRATEGY 2014-17 CONSULTATION  

(CED) 

1.
Summary
1.1
This report provides members with a copy of the Hertfordshire Child and Family Poverty Strategy 2014-17 which is currently being consulted on by Hertfordshire County Council.   It seeks members’ views in submitting a response by the deadline of 3 February 2014. 

2.
Details

2.1
Hertfordshire County Council published a revised Child and Family Poverty Strategy for 2014-17 for consultation. The revised strategy can be found in Appendix A. It is also available online at:


https://consult.hertsdirect.org/childpovertyconsultation/ 

  
2.2
The County Council is seeking feedback on the strategy by the deadline of 3 February 2014. Individual responses can be submitted via their website at:


https://consult.hertsdirect.org/childpovertyconsultation/ 

2.3
Officers wish to gather members’ views on the revised strategy in order to submit a corporate response to the consultation. 

2.4
The revised strategy refers to the number of children in Hertfordshire living in poverty equal to or above the UK average of 20.1%. It highlights 27 wards in which the level of child poverty is above the UK average. Full data is available at: http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/statistics/child-poverty-stats.htm#1

Two of these 27 wards are in Three Rivers. Northwick has a level of 28.2% and Hayling a rate of 20.6%. This is closely followed by Ashridge at 20.0%. The next worst ward in the District is Maple Cross and Mill End with 16.6%. 

2.5
These areas are already prioritised in the Community Strategy for Three Rivers. The priorities of this strategy – which are the priorities of the Local Strategic Partnership - are:

A) Children and Young People’s Wellbeing 
B) Health and Disability
C) Adult Skills and Employment
D) Affordable Housing 
E) Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour 

2.6 
The revised County Strategy identifies the following priority areas:



1) Children and families – health and education


2) Employment and adult skills


3) Financial support


4) Housing and neighbourhoods

2.7
All of these priority areas are being addressed already by the work of Three Rivers District Council and the following themed partnerships that report to the Local Strategic Partnership:


a) The Watford and Three Rivers Health and Wellbeing Partnership


b) The Poverty, Employment and Prosperity Group


c) The Community Safety Partnership – which leads on Thriving Families for the District. 


d) South West Herts Schools Partnership – which employs 10 Family Support Workers across Three Rivers, Watford and Bushey. 


e) HARI (Housing Area Regeneration Initiative) and the Herts Choice Homes service. 

2.8
Given the range of partnership projects in place in Three Rivers, the District is in a good position to offer opportunities to the County Council to pilot further initiatives in the District in order to attract further investment in the area for families with the lowest income. 

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
To seek member feedback on the draft revised Hertfordshire Child and Family Poverty Strategy 2014-17.   
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.  The relevant policy is entitled Three Rivers Community Strategy 2012-18.  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 

  
  5.
Financial, Legal, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, and Communications & Website Implications
5.1  
None specific.

6.
Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications

6.1
The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http://www.threerivers.gov.uk.  In addition, the risks of the proposals in the report have also been assessed against the Council’s duties under Health and Safety legislation relating to employees, visitors and persons affected by our operations.  The risk management implications of this report are detailed below.

6.2
The subject of this report is covered by the Community Partnerships ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT  service plan.  Any risks resulting from this report will be included in the risk register and, if necessary, managed within this plan.  

6.3
There are no risks to the Council in agreeing the recommendation.
6.4
The following table gives the risks that would exist if the recommendation is rejected, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood:

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	1
	Failure to achieve the priorities of the Community Strategy Through The LSP
	III
	D


6.5
Of the risks above the following are already included in service plans:

	Description of Risk
	Service Plan

	1
	Failure to achieve the priorities of the Community Strategy Through The LSP
	Community Partnerships


6.6
The above risk is plotted on the matrix below depending on the scored assessments of impact and likelihood, detailed definitions of which are included in the risk management strategy. The Council has determined its aversion to risk and is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are plotted in the shaded area of the matrix. The remaining risks require a treatment plan. 
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7.  
Recommendation
7.1
That Members advise officers of any comments they wish to submit in relation to the consultation.   

Report prepared by:
Andy Stovold, Head of Community Partnerships   

Data Quality


Data sources: 


http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/statistics/child-poverty-stats.htm#1 



Data checked by: Andy Stovold, Head of Community Partnerships ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 

Data rating: 
	1
	Poor
	

	2
	Sufficient
	

	3
	High
	X



APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS

Appendix A – Revised Child and Family Poverty Strategy 2014-17
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