  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE –   27 JANUARY 2014
PART   I -   DELEGATED   
18.  
  SOUTH OXHEY INITIATIVE

(DCES)
1.
Summary
1.1
  This report provides an update on the project’s progress since last Executive Committee on 2 December 2013.
2.
Professional Services Advice

2.1
In order to progress the planning application design and consultation process, it is necessary to re-procure the required professional services from Architects, Planning Consultants and the various specialist Engineers necessary to support the application.

2.2
Architectural Services - A competitive process was established using the existing Homes & Community Agency (HCA) panel. Under the guidelines for this value of work, a single stage assessment was undertaken with four consortia from the HCA multidisciplinary framework. 

2.3
In accordance with the Council’s brief, written submissions were returned to TRDC on 20 December and interviews in front of a SOSC panel took place on 7 January.  Each competing architectural practices made a presentation and set questions were asked. Criteria for selection were a mixture of qualitative and quantitative factors in a 70/30 split.  It was agreed at the end of the interviews that the panel wished to appoint Levitt Bernstein for this commission and officers have so instructed in compliance with the Council’s rules. 

2.4
Planning Consultancy - A procurement exercise was also necessary for these services, so via an advertisement on the TRDC website, interested parties were invited to submit a Pre-Qualification Questionnaire response by 19 December and a shortlist of three were selected to take part in a second stage. Further submissions were returned on 10 January and interviews were conducted by Officers on the 14 January.

2.5
The criteria for selection are a mixture of fee and qualitative factors.  It was agreed following the interview process that Terence O’Rourke should be appointed.

2.6
Specialist Engineers - The programme for submission of the outline planning application in June allows for Specialist Engineers to be appointed slightly later than the rest of the team. This will allow the architects and planning consultants to be involved in their selection. The areas of expertise required in these circumstances are Ecology & Biodiversity, Transport & Travel, Acoustics and Drainage & Flooding. Additionally there will be a need to get Daylight & Sunlight Surveying advice. Selection criteria will be a mixture of fee and qualitative factors.

2.7
Four practices have been invited to bid for these services.  It is envisaged that the successful practice will be chosen by the end of January 2014. 

2.8
Other Matters

2.9
There are other areas of progress to report upon, specifically issues to do with Developer procurement, but due to the commercial in confidence nature of the subject matter, they are included in the Part 2 agenda.

3.
Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  The report is pursuant to the recommendation of a previous report which is to keep Members aware of progress in the matter.
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.
  5.
Financial, Legal, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
  5.1
None specific.

6.  
Recommendation
6.1
That   the report be noted. 

  

  

Report prepared by:
  Alan Head, Head of Major Projects
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