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  11.
  HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – CONSULTATION ON SCHOOL ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2009/10


  (DSS)
  
1.
Summary
1.1
To inform Members of two consultation documents published by the County Council and to ascertain whether the Executive Committee wishes to make a formal response.  
2.
Details

2.1
The County Council has launched a consultation on the school admission arrangements for 2009/10, including:


(i)
The proposals for Community and Voluntary Controlled infant, first, primary, junior, middle, secondary (including Year 12), and in year admissions;


(ii)
The draft schemes of co-ordination for primary and secondary schools;


(iii)
The Published admission Numbers for individual schools; and


(iv)
The proposal that the County Council cease to co-ordinate and administer nursery admissions centrally.

2.2
Two consultation documents have been published, each with a response form. One concerns the school admission arrangements as above and the other relates to early years (0-5 years, concerning the application process for nursery classes and schools admissions.

2.3
The consultation commenced on 7 January 2008 and will close on 15 February 2008.  They have been promoted through press releases and through schools and are available online at www.hertsdirect.org/csfconsultations. Copies of the consultation documents have been received by the Council as a statutory consultee and are held by Elwyn Wilson, Democratic Services Manager. 

2.4
School Admissions Arrangements for 2009/10

The consultation proposals are summarised as follows:

2.4.1 Proposed admission rules for 2009/10

Two changes from the adopted rules for 2008/09, namely:

Sibling Rule – the secondary sibling rule uses wording determined by the Office of the Schools Adjudicator (OSA) when considering the County Council’s 2008/09 rules.  The primary sibling rule also follows the OSA ruling but explains in detail for parents what is meant by being in the final year of each type of school.

Distance Measurement – the existing measurement, from the nearest point to the child’s home on the ‘designated route’, would be replaced by a measurement from the actual home.

2.4.2 Continuing Interest (CI) process

Proposal (i): To only allow parents to go on the CI list for unsatisfied higher ranked preferences (schools that are ranked higher on their original application than the school they were offered).

Proposal (ii): To reallocate the original school place once the parent has been offered a place on CI.

2.4.3 Secondary in year admissions

Proposal:  To adopt a dual approach to secondary in year admissions.  Those students who already attend a local school and want a transfer, would be admitted termly, or half-termly.  Those who move into the area would be admitted throughout the term as at present, or would be subject to the school’s arrangements for student integration.  In any difficult cases, admission should ‘prejudice’ the school rather than the child.

2.4.4 Nursery admission rules and published admission numbers
Proposal: To end the current County Council process and provide guidance for schools to support a local application process similar to that currently operated by private and voluntary preschool playgroups and day nurseries.

2.4.5 Proposed Published Admission Numbers for 2009/10 for community and  Voluntary-Controlled Schools
The document sets out the proposed published admission numbers (PANs) for community and voluntary-controlled schools.  The proposed PANs are based on the Indicated Admission Numbers (IANs) derived from the ‘net capacity’, i.e. the number that can be accommodated according to the DCSF formula; unless there is a very robust reason for proposing a PAN that is below the IAN.  If, following consultation, the County Council determines PANs that are below the IANs, statutory notices must be published.

2.4.6
Sixth form admission arrangements for community and voluntary-controlled schools for 2009/10
The proposed sixth form admission arrangements are set out at in the document.  These include the proposed published admission numbers for those being admitted to the school for the first time and the criteria for admission.

2.5
Early Years Admissions Arrangements for 2009/10

The two proposals are as follows:


Proposal (i): 
To change the current Hertfordshire County Council process for applying for a place in a maintained sector nursery class/school using the ‘Starting Nursery’ booklet process; and to provide guidance for schools to support a local application process.  This would be similar to that currently operated by private and voluntary preschool playgroups and day nurseries.


Proposal (ii): 
To change the current guidance in the Early Learning Plan that recommends for schools to offer two start dates for nursery and reception children – one in September and one in January.  To issue new guidance that will include the quality indicators that schools should meet in order to move to one start date (September) for nursery classes/schools and reception classes.

2.6
The two consultation documents set out in detail the current and proposed application processes and admission criteria and the reasons for the changes proposed.  
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
The Council is a statutory consultee for County Council proposals concerning education, as residents of the District are affected.  However educational provision is a County Council function.  Members are able to respond as individuals to the consultation.

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
There are no policy or budget implications in this item.
5.  
Financial, Legal, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Website and Risk Management Implications
  5.1
None specific.

6.  
Recommendation
6.1
That the Committee determines whether responses to the consultations should be made, and if so, the content of such responses.


Report prepared by:
  Chris Fagan, Committee Manager


Background Papers

  Letter dated 7 January 2008 from the Interim Head of Admissions and Transport, Children, Schools and Families, Hertfordshire County Council

Consultation on School Admissions Arrangements for 2009/10

Consultation on Early Years Admissions arrangements for 2009/10.


The recommendations contained in this report DO NOT constitute a KEY DECISION.

APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS

None.  
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