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1.
Summary
1.1
  To consider comments received during operation and possible scheme amendments.

2.
Details

2.1   The Chorleywood central area parking scheme was introduced in September 2001.  It was amended in November 2003 to remove the need to display shopper parking discs and, in November 2004, was further modified by increasing the number of shopper parking spaces following completion of the revitalisation scheme.

2.2 The outer area order was introduced (in amended form) in May 2004.

2.3 In general terms, many aspects of the parking scheme work well. However, three issues have been raised requiring further consideration and possible scheme amendment. A full list of comments received is appended to this report.

2.4 Firstly, commuter parking has been displaced from Berks Hill and South Road into Hillside Road where it conflicts with weekday activities at the Baptist church and other premises and causes danger of obstruction to emergency services as well as traffic hazards.

2.5 Secondly, resulting from consideration of a petition submitted by Tudor Cars, the Housing and Environment Panel has requested this committee to consider revised arrangements for interchange facilities at Chorleywood station, to include bays for private hire vehicles serving the station.

2.6 Thirdly, the Ferry car park remains under used and has been the subject of vandalism.  Opportunities for more effective use for long stay parking need to be considered to reduce commuter parking in residential areas.

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  It is proposed that further consultation take place with the local community on an amended scheme addressing these issues, with a further report to committee in due course.

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report to consult the community are within the Council’s agreed policy.  However, the cost of implementation is not within the current year’s budget for the scheme and requires a bid in the capital programme.   
5
Financial Implications
5.1
  The estimated start-up costs for the review are £5,000, which would form part of a growth item for the 2005/6 capital programme.  There would be no ongoing revenue costs because the scheme is required to be self-financing.

6.
Legal Implications
6.1   Amendments to the scheme will require changes to the existing traffic regulation orders.

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1   The scheme has been designed to ensure equality of access to all motorists and takes full account of the needs of motorists with disabilities, who, as blue badge holders, have additional rights to park in certain restricted areas.

8.
Staffing Implications
8.1   The review is being co-ordinated by staff in the Leisure and Environment Department.  However, the necessary engineering and legal expertise for making and amending traffic orders is not available in house and needs to be provided by consultants.

9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
  The scheme is part of this Council’s support for a sustainable transportation system.

10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1   Regular patrols by parking attendants have assisted in making car parks and on-street areas safer.  The attendants act as “eyes” and “ears” in these areas.

11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
  None.  The parking service is provided direct from the Parking Shop, together with a direct phone line in the Customer Service Centre.

12.
Website Implications
12.1
  Information about the parking service is available on the Council’s website and by April 2006 it is hoped that a comprehensive interactive service will be available on line.

13.
Risk Management Implications
13.1   The suggested amendments do not guarantee to eradicate dangerous displacement by motorists seeking to avoid paying parking charges.  In addition, the revisions do not guarantee that the parking scheme will break even financially.

13.2 Similarly, improved patronage of the Ferry car park may be difficult to achieve.

14.  
Recommendation
14.1 That   consultation takes place on amendments to the Chorleywood Parking Scheme based on paragraphs 2.4 to 2.6 of this report.

14.2 That a further report be presented on the results of consultation.
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