THREE RIVERS DISTRICT COUNCIL

At a meeting of the   Executive Committee held in the Penn Chamber, Three Rivers House, Rickmansworth, on Monday 25 March 2013 from 7.30    pm to 9.05 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT pm.

Present:
  Councillors   Ann Shaw OBE (Chairman), Matthew Bedford,  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Sara Bedford, Chris Hayward, Stephen King, Ralph Sangster, Roger Seabourne, Martin Trevett and Keith Williams.

Officers:
Steven Halls
–
Chief Executive


Geof Muggeridge
–
Director of Community and Environmental Services


Elwyn Wilson
–
Democratic Services Manager


Alan Power
–
Head of Finance


Kevin Stewart
–
Revenues Manager


Alan Head
–
Asset Manager.
Also in attendance: Councillors Tony Barton, Marie Louise Nolan, David Sansom, Alison Scarth and Len Tippen.

EX86/12
MINUTES


The Minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 28 January 2013 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

EX87/12
NOTICE OF OTHER BUSINESS


The Chairman ruled that the following items and report which had not been available for five clear days before the meeting were of sufficient urgency to be considered by the Committee for the reasons indicated:


Item 5 – Budget Monitoring Month 11 (February)


To enable ongoing financial control and for the budget to be set by the statutory deadline.


Item 14 – Discretionary Housing Payments Policy 2013

To enable the Council to continue to make awards of Discretionary Housing Payments.
EX88/12
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Councillor Phil Brading declared an interest in Agenda Item 2 (Part II) Croxley Green Parish Council’s Request to Acquire the Green and Stones Orchard, Croxley Green, as a Croxley Green Parish Councillor;


Councillor Martin Trevett declared an interest in Agenda Item 13 National Non-Domestic Rate Consideration of Relief, as Vice-Chairman of Chorleywood Youth Club Management Committee;


Councillor Roger Seabourne declared an interest in Agenda Item 13 National Non-Domestic Rate Consideration of Relief, as a member of the Chorleywood Golf Club; and


Councillor David Sanson declared an interest in Agenda Item 6 Consideration of Recommendations from the Leisure and Community Safety Policy and Scrutiny Committee, as Chairman of the Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Forum.


RESOURCES

EX89/12
BUDGET MONITORING – MONTH 11 (FEBRUARY 2013)  

This report sought approval to changes in the approved medium-term financial plan based on information contained in the budget monitoring reports.  The reason for the recommendation was to enable the Committee to make recommendations concerning the Council’s budget.


RECOMMENDED:-


To Council


(1)
that the following revenue variations be approved into the medium-term financial plan:-

	Change to Revenue Surplus/ Deficit 
	2012/13

£
	2013/14

£
	2014/15

£
	2015/16

£

	Overspend / (Underspend)
	126,320
	78,000
	0
	0



(2)
that the following capital variations be approved into the medium-term financial plan:-

	Change to Capital Balances
	2012/13

£
	2013/14

£
	2014/15

£
	2015/16

£

	(Increase) / Decrease
	(579,352)
	(237,522)
	(237,522)
	(237,522)



LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY

EX90/12
CONSIDERATION OF   RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


  

  To receive the recommendations of the Leisure and Community Safety Policy and Scrutiny Committee held on 13 March 2013 in relation to the following items on the agenda for the Executive Committee on 25 March 2013.


Leisure, Community and Capital Grants Applications


The Portfolio Holder for Leisure and Community Services moved an amendment to the recommendation from the Policy and Scrutiny Committee to delete the proposed grant to the Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Forum.  He stated that:–


(a)
The organisation had not raised funds from its members or undertaken fund raising activities; and


(b)
The Forum had not been agreed by the Executive Committee and it would be inappropriate to provide a grant at this time.


The proposal, seconded by Councillor Martin Trevett on being put to the meeting was declared CARRIED, the voting being 6 For, 2 Against and 1 Abstention.


In respect of the Capital Grant to Nomad Kayak Club the Committee agreed that it would be made clear that this was dependent on matching funding from other sources.


The reason for the recommendation was to provide finance to organisations in the District.


RESOLVED:-



that the following grants are approved:  


Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Forum
Nil



Rickmansworth Waterways Trust
£662.50



Nomad Kayak Club
£10,000.00



subject to match funding being provided.

Leisure Development Work Programme Update and Play Area Assessment Update

The Portfolio Holder for Resources informed the Committee that in respect of the Prestwick Road North Play area, works specified in the addendum to the report at a cost of £17,300 would be carried out in the next financial year and funded from underspends.


The reason for the recommendation was to update Members concerning the provision of play areas and on the work programme of the Leisure Development Team.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that the report be noted; and


(2)
that £17,300 be added to the Budget in the 2013/14 financial year to pay for the works at Prestwick Road North to be funded from the increased capital balances brought forward into 2013/14 as a result of underspends.


Revised Site Management Plans for Chorleywood House Estate and the Aquadrome   Local Nature Reserves 2013-18 and Woodlands Management Plans 2012-32


The reason for the recommendation was to adopt revised management plans.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that the new five year management plans for the Aquadrome Local Nature Reserve and Chorleywood House Estate Local Nature Reserve are adopted; and


(2)
t  hat the updated Woodland Management Plans are adopted.

EX91/12
APPOINTMENT OF CONTRACTOR TO PROVIDE BLUE-GREEN ALGAE CONTROL AT THE AQUADROME   


The Council had been treating both lakes at the Aquadrome proactively to prevent blue-green algal blooms for a number of years using Liquid Live Micro-Organisms (LLMO). There were a very limited number of contractors in the marketplace, and only one company was licensed to supply this product. The Council was now aware that a new company was now able to provide a similar product based around the dosing of the lakes with live micro-organisms and so had undertaken a restricted tender for the appointment of a contractor to treat the Aquadrome for blue-green algae control for the coming year 2013/4.


The reason for the recommendation was to comply with Council’s contract regulations.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that the action to appoint Contractor B to provide blue-green algae control at the Aquadrome for 2013/4 was noted; and


(2)
that financial details be circulated to Members of the Committee only.


SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT
EX92/12
CONSIDERATION OF   RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


  

  To receive the recommendations of the Sustainable Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee held on 12 March 2013 in relation to the following items on the agenda for the Executive Committee on 25 March 2013.


Enforcement Plan


The reason for the recommendation was to provide the Council with a robust approach to planning enforcement.  Circulated at the meeting was additional information to be included in paragraph 5.2 and a minor amendment to paragraph 3.3 of the Policy.



RECOMMENDED:-



that, subject to the amendments below, the Council approve   the Enforcement Plan to be used in the consideration of enforcement action in response to breaches of planning control.



Paragraph 5.2 be amended to read:–

· Enforcement Notices - The Enforcement Notice (EN) is the principal tool available to the Council to remove, correct or ameliorate unauthorised development.  The Council has considerable discretion as to whether and how it should be used. In many cases the threat of an Enforcement Notice is an effective tool, rather than its actual use in the resolution of a case.

· Stop Notices - Where the local planning authority consider it expedient that any relevant activity should cease before the expiry of the period for compliance with an Enforcement Notice, they may, when they serve the copy of the enforcement notice or afterwards, serve a Stop Notice prohibiting the carrying out of that activity on the land to which the enforcement notice relates, or any part of that land specified in the stop notice. 
· Temporary Stop Notices - A Temporary Stop Notice can be issued when the Council considers that there has been a breach of planning control and that it is necessary to stop the unauthorised activity immediately in order to safeguard amenity.  

· Breach of Condition Notices – This is relevant where planning permission for carrying out any development of land has been granted subject to conditions. The Council may, if any of the conditions are not complied with, serve a Breach of Condition Notice on any person who is carrying out or has carried out the development or any person having control of the land, requiring them to secure compliance with the conditions as are specified in the notice. The Notice will remain in perpetuity, and the details are consequently entered onto the local land charges register. 

· Planning Contravention Notices – Where it appears to the Council that there may have been a breach of planning control in respect of any land, the Council may serve a Planning Contravention Notice on any person who;

(a)
is the owner or occupier of the land or has any other interest in it; or 

(b)
is carrying out operations on the land or is using it for any purpose.
· Injunctions - An Injunction is an order of the Court requiring a person to do, or refrain from carrying out an act.  An Injunction may also be sought to prevent an apprehended breach i.e. one which has not yet occurred but is threatened.  

· Section 215 Notices for untidy land - Section 215 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 provides power to the Council to control land or buildings which are adversely affecting the amenity of the area, requiring them to remedy the harm caused.  Section 215 Notices are essentially a tool for improving the condition of land or buildings which cause harm to public amenity and where informal requests to remedy the situation have not produced a satisfactory resolution. 

· Advertisement Discontinuance Notices - The LPA has a discretionary power to take discontinuance action to stop the display of advertisements with deemed consent under the Control of Advertisements Regulations 2007.  This includes action against a current advertisement display like flank wall hoarding, or stopping the use of the whole, or part, of a site for the purpose of displaying advertisements.  In order to justify discontinuance action the LPA must be satisfied that it is necessary, for example, to remedy either a substantial injury to the amenity of the locality, or a danger to members of the public.  



Paragraph 3.3 be amended to read:
When handling personal information received in the course of an enforcement investigation, the Council will comply with the Data Protection Act 1998. However, the Council can be required to disclose non-personal information on receipt of a request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004.  

Three Rivers Home Energy Conservation Act (HECA) Report 2013-15


The reason for the recommendation was to meet the Council’s obligations under the Home Energy Conservation Act 1995.


RECOMMENDED:-


(1)
that the Council approve the Home Energy Conservation Act (HECA) Report 2013-15 as set out in Appendix 1 to the report and associated data report in Appendix 2 for submission to the Secretary of State and publication on the Council’s website before the 31 March 2013; and


(2)
that any minor changes necessary to the HECA report before it is finalised be delegated to the Director of Community and Environmental Services in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Sustainability.

EX93/12
LOCAL PLAN - SITE ALLOCATIONS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENT SUBMISSION

This report informed the Committee of representations received following public consultation on the Site Allocations LDD, to agree the Council’s response to these representations and to seek Member approval to submit the Site Allocations LDD and relevant supporting information to the Secretary of State for independent examination. The submission of the Site Allocations LDD is an important step towards its adoption.  Late representations from the Rickmansworth Chamber of Commerce were circulated at the meeting.


The reason for the recommendation was to meet a legal duty to progress its Local Plan.


The Committee noted:
· comments made by Councillor Stephen King that Site H38 was subject to relocation of the Oxhey Jets Football Club;

· that it was too late to make alterations to the plan and comments could now be raised at the Public Inquiry; and

· comments by Members that this Council would wish consultation to be undertaken on the need and desire by local residents for a primary school on the Woodside site.


RECOMMENDED:-


(1)
that the suggested Council responses to representations on the Site Allocations LDD Proposed Submission and changes to the Site Allocations LDD Proposed Submission as set out in Appendix 1 and Appendix 2 to the report be agreed;


(2)
that subject to the following comments of the Executive Committee, the Council approve the Site Allocations LDD Proposed Submission (Appendix 2) to be submitted to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government for examination following Full Council on 21 May 2013;


(3)
that delegated powers be granted to the Director of Community and Environmental Services in consultation with the Portfolio Holder to take all such steps necessary to support the submission of the Site Allocations LDD to the Secretary of State and the subsequent examination, including the making of any further minor changes to the Site Allocations LDD prior to submission;


(4)
that the Site Allocations Proposed Submission LDD be approved as a material consideration for development management purposes at the point of submission to the Secretary of State; and


(5)
that Herts County Council be informed that this Council would wish consultation to be undertaken on the need and desire by local residents for a primary school on the Woodland Road site.


PUBLIC SERVICES AND HEALTH

EX94/12
  CONSIDERATION OF   RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC SERVICES AND HEALTH POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


  

  To receive the recommendations of the Public Services and Health Policy and Scrutiny Committee held on 14 March 2013 in relation to the following items on the agenda for the Executive Committee on 25 March 2013.


Revision of Cemetery Fees  

  

The reason for the recommendation was to deal with a request to review cemetery fees.  The Committee made amendments to the recommendations to make it clear what the fees were for.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that the 30% price increase to all fees and charges be not reviewed;


(2)
that the 2½ times supplement for out of District grave spaces will remain; and


(3)
that the age for which free burials are offered be increased from 12 months to 12 years of age irrespective of residency.


Review of the Food Law Enforcement Service Plan 2011 - 2013

The reason for the recommendation was to comply with the requirements of the Food Standard Agency Framework Agreement on Local Authority and Law Enforcement.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that the Committee note the review of the Plan for 2011/12/13;


(2)
that the proposals for delivering the Food Safety enforcement functions for 2013/14 (Appendix 1 to the report) be approved; and


RECOMMENDED:-



that the Council adopt the draft Food Safety Enforcement Policy. (Appendix 2 to the report).


Waste Compositional Analysis


The reason for the recommendation was to find out why some residents were not fully recycling.  Members undertook to submit to Officers views received from residents.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that   a representative focus group is formed to help ascertain why residents are not fully recycling and include non–recycling residents; and


(2)
that Members note the findings of the Waste Compositional Analysis and bear the findings in mind when considering options to change the refuse and recycling service at the June 2013 meeting.


GENERAL

EX95/12
PROPOSED PEER SUPPORT FOR THE NEW COMMITTEE SYSTEM


  This report recommended taking advantage of the Local Government Group’s (ex-LGA’s) offer of a free Peer ‘Challenge’ to help this Council formulate the most appropriate committee system from May 2014.


The reason for the recommendation was to enable the Council to learn from other councils and produce the right system for this Council.


RESOLVED:-



that this Committee welcomes the Peer support as outlined in the report, with a start date of 22 July 2013, thus fitting the LGA’s availability with the Council’s own timetable for developing the new system by May 2014.

EX96/12
RICKMANSWORTH TOWN CENTRE FLAGS 


This report set out details of a request by Rickmansworth Chamber of Commerce for a financial contribution towards a set of flags for Rickmansworth Town Centre.


In accordance with Council Procedural Rule 36(C) Mr N Hoskins spoke in favour of the proposal.  It was noted that the Chamber of Commerce now required £900.  It was proposed by Councillor Chris Hayward, duly seconded that a grant of £900 be made.


An amendment was proposed by Councillor Ann Shaw, duly seconded, that a grant of £500 be made.  The amendment on being put to the meeting was declared LOS, the voting being 2 For, 5 Against and 3 Abstentions.


The original motion proposed by Councillor Hayward to provide a grant of £900 on being put to the meeting was declared LOST, the voting being 5 For, 5 Against and 0 Abstention.  The Chairman using her casting vote voted against the proposal.


A proposal to provide a grant of £800 on being put to the meeting was declared LOST, the voting being 5 For, 5 Against and 0 Abstentions.  The Chairman using her casting vote, voted against the proposal.


A further proposal to give a grant of £600, on being put to the meeting was declared CARRIED, the voting being 6 For, 4 Against and 0 Abstentions.


RESOLVED:-



that the Council authorise a contribution of £600 towards the cost of flags for Rickmansworth High Street.

EX97/12
NATIONAL NON-DOMESTIC RATE – CONSIDERATION OF RELIEF  

The Committee was requested to consider applications for discretionary relief from payment of the National Non-Domestic Rate for 2012/13 and 2013/14.  An additional application was circulated at the meeting.


Councillors Martin Trevett and Roger Seabourne left the meeting during consideration of this item.  The Revenues Manager stated that there was an anomaly in relation to the Rickmansworth and Chorleywood Lawn Tennis Clubs.  One received 10% relief and the other 20% relief.  Members agreed that both should receive 20%.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that the applications shown in Appendix 1 to the report, and the Addendum circulated at the meeting, be approved to the existing level of discretionary relief, except Rickmansworth Lawn Tennis Club which should be granted the same relief as Chorleywood Lawn Tennis Club, which was 20%; and


(2)
that the relief be awarded up to 31 March 2014.

EX98/12
DISCRETIONARY HOUSING PAYMENTS POLICY 2013


The Committee was requested to formalise the procedure when making awards of Discretionary Housing Payments.  The Committee requested that information on the implementation of the Policy should be provided to the Committee.


RECOMMENDED:-


(1)
that the Discretionary Housing Payments be adopted; and


(2)
that a report be submitted to the Committee after the Policy has been implemented for 12 months, indicating the amounts granted, the number of payments and frequency of payments, if the aims of the Policy were being met.

EX99/12
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED:-



“that under Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined under paragraphs 3 and 5 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act. It has been decided by the Council that in all the circumstances, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.”

EX100/12
SOUTH OXHEY INITIATIVE


  This report outlined the next stages of the South Oxhey Initiative project and specifically highlights dates relevant to the appointment of the Development Partner and inter-related issues. Further reports on the matter would be brought back to Executive Committee for approval as indicated.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that   the report be noted;


(2)
t  hat p  ublic access to the report is denied until the issue is resolved; and


(3)  
that public access to the decision is denied until Executive Committee minutes publication.

EX101/12
  

  CROXLEY GREEN PARISH COUNCIL’S REQUEST TO ACQUIRE THE GREEN AND STONES ORCHARD, CROXLEY GREEN


The Committee was informed that   Croxley Green Parish Council had resolved: “That the Parish Council instructs the Clerk to start negotiations with Three Rivers District Council for the formal acquisition of The Green and Stones Orchard, the Sports Ground and any other land owned by them within the Parish”. 


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that a Steering Committee be formed to discuss with the Parish Council the details of their proposal;


(2)
  that p  ublic access to the report denied until issue resolved; and


(3)
t  hat public access to the decision be denied until Executive Committee minutes publication.

EX102/12
COUNCIL TAX AND NATIONAL NON-DOMESTIC RATE WRITE OFFS     

This report sought approval to write off debts which are irrecoverable.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that the debts in Appendix 1 of the report are written off;


(2)
that the Committee notes the debts written off under delegated powers;


(3)
that public access to the report be denied; and


(4)
that public access to the decision be immediate.

CHAIRMAN

\\Trdclgfs01\Group Share\Committee & DMU\executive\EX 2013\2013 EX mins\13 03 25 EX mins.doc
- 1 -

