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DRAFT HOUSING STRATEGY 2012 – 2015
1.
Summary
1.1
The   draft Housing Strategy 2012-2015 was considered by this Committee and the Executive Committee in January 2013 and approved for formal consultation. The Committee is asked to consider the draft Strategy for approval following the consultation.
2.
Details

2.1
  The public were consulted on the draft document through a survey placed on the council’s website during March and April.  A link to the survey was also placed on the Herts Choice Homes site.

2.2 The primary focus of the consultation was on the three strategic priorities and the key actions proposed to achieve them:
· To improve the supply of new housing including affordable housing

· To improve  the standard of housing

· To improve access to housing and affordable housing for communities across the district

2.3 34 people responded and the full results are shown in Appendix A. These show 

that there was overwhelming support for the Council’s three strategic objectives and although a number of helpful individual comments were made, no changes to the draft Strategy are required.

2.4
The draft was also sent individually to a wide range of local partner organisations, including all Registered Providers of social housing.

2.5
Two responded and their comments are at Appendix B and the draft strategy has been cosmetically amended in light of this.
3.
Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
   To ensure that the Council takes appropriate steps to adopt an updated Housing Strategy relevant to current housing needs and priorities. 


4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.    
5.
Financial Implications
5.1
  None.
6.
Legal Implications
6.1
   The production of the Strategy fulfils the Council’s obligations under section 87 of the Local Government Act 2003.
7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1
Relevance Test

	Has a relevance test been completed for Equality Impact?


	Yes / No 

	Did the relevance test conclude a full impact assessment was required?


	Yes / No 


7.2
The Housing Strategy is a high level document which reflects and consolidates a set of existing policies and approaches.  As these have already been subject to separate Equality Impact Assessments, a full assessment for this document is not necessary.

8.
Staffing Implications
8.1
  None.
9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
  None.
10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
  None
11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
  None.
12.
Communications and Website Implications

12.1
The Strategy will be made available on the Council’s website.
13.
Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications

13.1
There are no risks to the Council in agreeing the recommendation.
13.2
Failure to agree a Strategy risks breaching our statutory duty.

14.  
Recommendation
14.1
That   this Committee recommends to the Executive Committee that the Housing Strategy 2012 – 15 be approved.

  14.2
That p  ublic access to the report be immediate. 


Report prepared by:
  Ewan McEwan, Housing Partnerships Manager

Background Papers


Draft Housing Strategy 2012 – 15, presented to the Sustainable Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee on 15 January 2013.   

APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS

   Appendix A – 
Analysis of consultation responses from individual members of 

the public


Appendix B – Analysis of responses from partner organisations
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