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PART I DELEGATED

  
INTRODUCTION OF CHARGES FOR STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING  

(  DCES) 


  
1.
Summary
1.1
  To consider the introduction of a scheme to charge for all relevant aspects of Street Naming and Numbering
1.2
The proposed charges are based on the costs of providing the service, ie a cost recovery basis.
2.
Details

2.1
  Street Naming and Numbering is a non-statutory service that is carried out at Three Rivers District Council as a delegated function under the Towns Improvement Clauses Act 1847 and the Public Health Act 1925. Neither of these Acts gives express permission to charge for this service. However, Section 93 of the Local Government Act 2003 allows for charges to be made for a service that the local authority has the power to provide but the service is not a statutory duty.
2.2
Charges are currently routinely made for adding/removing or changing the name of an existing building and are considered for the amendment of an existing place name or street; however no charges are made for the initial allocation of Street Naming and Numbering at the time of construction.

2.3
Most authorities in Hertfordshire charge for Street Naming and Numbering. Appendix B shows some of the fees currently charged.  It is proposed that Three Rivers District Council adopts a schedule of charges, as shown at Appendix A, for all relevant aspects of the Street Naming and Numbering service, taking into consideration the hourly rate of staff including associated costs. The schedule includes fees for the allocation of a new street name, the postal numbering/names within a street and the conversion or subdivision of any property that requires new postal numbers. The proposal is to include formal charging for the amendment of an existing place name or street on a case by case basis and to increase the fee to add/remove or change the name of an existing building from £50.00 to £100.00.  A recent proposal for changing the name of an existing street has been estimated at a cost of £1,750.
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  The Street Naming and Numbering service is carried out by the Land and Property Information Team and is currently a cost to the General Fund.  A charge would recover the necessary administration costs of this function.
3.2
The number of Street Naming and Numbering cases has increased and this trend is likely to continue, primarily due to commercial premises changing to residential properties through the Prior Notification process - Permitted Development legislation (the Town and Country Planning Permitted Development Order 2015.  The Land and Property Team currently have in excess of 60 open Street Naming and Numbering cases.

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are not within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets, as there is currently no charge for the service.
4.2
The purpose of this proposed policy is for the Street Naming and Numbering function to reduce the Council’s costs.  
  
Financial, Legal, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Website and Risk Management Implications
  
5.
Financial Implications
5.1
  Income is dependent on the number and type of applications received, but any fees adopted by Three Rivers District Council should be charged on a cost neutral basis. Whilst it is difficult to estimate demand for this service, it is anticipated that up to £6,000 could be generated per annum based on the proposed schedule of fees at Appendix A and street naming and numbering cases received by Three Rivers District Council within the 2015-2016 financial year.
5.2
A decision to charge for street naming and numbering will generate income for the Council.  This will be included in the budget monitoring process.
6.
Legal Implications
6.1
  The Towns Improvement Clauses Act 1847 is the primary legislation.  Section 18 of the Public Health Act 1925 was adopted by the Council for the purpose of changing the name of an existing street.  Section 93 of the Local Government Act 2003 would be used for the ability to charge for this function on a cost recovery basis.  The introduction of charges could be challenged by third parties but the charges can be defended provided that they are solely recovering service costs.
7.
Equal Opportunities Implications


  
7.1
  None specific.
8.
Staffing Implications
8.1
  Existing staff in the team are providing this function and will continue to do so. Whilst the administration and collection of fees may result in a light increase of work, this will be included in the charge.  The initial introduction of the scheme and the display of a schedule of charges will need to be placed on the Council’s website.  It is proposed to introduce a facility to pay for the service through the Council’s website.  Some payments may be made through the Customer Contact Centre.
9.  
Recommendation
9.1
(i) That   charges for all aspects of Street Naming and Numbering be introduced from 1st January 2017, based on charges detailed in Appendix A, to allow for the promotion of changes to the current service.


(ii) That staff resource and income be monitored to ensure a cost recovery based service.


(iii)  That the levels of charges are reviewed annually. 


Background Papers


  Towns Improvement Clauses Act 1847, Public Health Act 1925, Section 93 of the Local Government Act 2003.

Report prepared by:
  Julie Scott, Senior Land and Property Information Officer
APPENDIX A
Proposed Street Naming and Numbering Charges at Three Rivers District Council

	Service
	Fees
	Guidance

	New postal numbers only
	1 plot = £100
2-5 plots = £225
6-10 plots = £300
11-20 plots = £350
21-25 plots = £400
26-50 plots = £450
51-75 plots = £500
76-100 plots = £600
101-150 plots = £700
151-250 plots = £800
Over 251 plots = £800 (plus £10 per unit thereafter)
	Any new development that requires postal numbers

	New street and/or block names and postal numbers
	£200 per new street name, plus fee for postal numbers as per above.  No charge for block names


	New street names should have local or historical connections.  New block names should reflect the character of the locality.  Please contact the Land and Property Information Team should you require assistance.

	Conversion/subdivision or renumbering (that requires new postal numbers)
	1 plot = £100
2-5 plots = £225
6-10 plots = £300
11-20 plots = £350
21-25 plots = £400
26-50 plots = £450
51-75 plots = £500
£76-100 plots = £600
101-150 plots = £700
151-250 plots = £800
Over 251 plots = £800 (plus £10 per unit thereafter)
	Any property that changes and requires new postal numbers

	Re-numbering a new development once initial numbering has been allocated
	As new postal numbers above
	

	Adding/removal or amendment of a house/business name
	£100 per property
	Formal notification for changes to relevant statutory undertakers (Royal Mail, emergency services etc)

	Re-issue of an official naming  or numbering statement
	£25
	Notification previously issued by the Council and sent to relevant statutory undertakers (Royal Mail, emergency services etc)

	Changing an existing street name
	Individually charged dependent on necessary workload and associated costs
	Consultation with all residents/owners within the street is required, with the majority being in favour of the change


APPENDIX B

Street Naming and Numbering Charges by other authorities

	North Hertfordshire
	

	1-10 plots
	£112.50 per plot (residential or commercial)

	11+ plots
	10 plots @ £112.50 per plot plus £10.50 per additional plot

	Change of house name
	£112.50

	Change to an existing house number
	£112.50

	Adding an “alias” name to an existing numbered property
	£112.50

	Changes to an existing officially named road
	£565 per household request

	
	

	Stevenage
	

	Change of existing property name or adding an alias name
	£75

	Numbering of dwellings:
	

	First dwelling
	£90

	Next 10 dwellings (per dwelling)
	£50

	All further dwellings (per dwelling)
	£23

	Naming of a building (e.g. block of flats, offices, industrial/commercial)
	£250

	Naming of a development
	£250

	Naming of new street
	£180

	Re-naming of a street
	£236

	Miscellaneous items (e.g. revised lay-out, renumbering, further notifications to 3rd parties, confirmation of postal address, re-consultations, etc.) based on particulars of additional service
	Quotation Based

	
	

	St Albans
	

	Development of 1 to 5 plots
	£250.0

	Development of between 6 and 25 plots
	£450.00

	Development of between 26 and 75 plots
	£800

	Development of over 75 plots
	£1,000

	New street name
	£250

	Adding or changing a house or building name
	£100

	Amendment of previously confirmed schedule
	£25 per plot

	Addition of name to numbered property
	£75

	Street renaming at residents’ request
	£450 plus £25 per property

	House or building renumbering (including sub-division into flats)
	£200 plus £50 per plot

	Hotel
	£200

	Provision of historic naming and naming information
	£250

	Confirmation of postal address
	£25

	
	

	Hertsmere
	

	Postal Numbers for a New

Development on an

Existing Street (including

conversions)


	

	1-5 Plots


	£100 per plot



	6-10 Plots


	£95 per plot

	11+


	£90 per plot for first eleven

plots plus £10 per additional

plot



	Re-Numbering of a New

Development at

Developers Request


	Same fees for

numbering a New Development



	Naming New Streets


	

	Additional Charge where a

Numbering application

includes the Naming of a

Street:-


	

	Council Chooses Name


	£130 per name

	Developer Chooses Name
(subject to consultation)*


	£180 per name



	Naming an existing unnamed

Street or Access Road
	£500



	Change of House Name or

adding an ‘alias’
	£85
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