EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 7 JANUARY 2008

  

  LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE - 
  27 NOVEMBER 2007

PART   I – NOT DELEGATED   
9e.  
  FEEDBACK ON THE CONSULTATION FOR THE PROPOSED SOUTH OXHEY SKATEBOARDING AREA
                     (DLE)
1.
Summary
1.1
  The purpose of this report is to update members on the outcomes of the consultation for the proposed skateboarding area, which took place during October 2007.
2.
Details

2.1
In order to consult with the local community for the proposed new skateboarding area within Oxhey Playing Fields, two methods of consultation took place. The first method was the use of an open-access touch screen questionnaire device which was placed in the reception area at The Centre in South Oxhey from 10 -25 October (covering the schools half-term period).  The second method involved verbal consultation by officers and PCSO’s on the local streets, covering the same questions as the touch screen device.  Cllr. Alison Scarth joined officers on one of the evenings.   
2.2
The main purpose of the consultation was to ascertain which skateboarding ramps were the most popular, to receive comments on the proposed layout, and discover how often local young people think they might use the new facility.  
2.3             
In total, 69 questionnaires were completed verbally during the evening sessions out on the local streets, in South Oxhey and 148 fully completed questionnaires were collected via the touch screen device. 

2.4 Feedback on the initial design layout was very positive. 99% of the individuals thought it was very good.  However, a number of different ramps were chosen above those in the initial design.  Therefore these ramps have been included into the revised layout of the skateboarding area.                  

2.5
The most popular of all the ramps proved to be the Spine*.  This will now replace a Curved Jump Box*.  The Standard Quarter Pipe* proved as popular as the Stepped Quarter Pipe* so rather than having two Standard Quarter Pipes, there will now be one Standard Quarter Pipe and one Stepped Quarter Pipe*. Out of the beginner ramps, the Straight Jump Box* will replace a Stepped and Curved Grind Rail*.  The Stepped Jump Box* will replace a Half Pyramid with Grind Block*.  Finally, the Beginner’s Take-off Ramp* will replace a Long Kerb*.   *Illustrations of these ramps can be seen in Appendix A.   
2.6
The proposed re-designed layout of the ramps can be seen in Appendix B.  It should be noted that this layout cannot be confirmed as final until the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (ROSPA) informs the Council that it fully complies with British Health and Safety Standards.
2.7
The design will also include a youth shelter positioned to the side of the skateboarding area.

2.8
Of those young people responding to the questionnaire, 47% said they would use the proposed new facility daily.

2.9
30% said they would use it for skateboarding and BMX biking, 13.3% said they would only use it for skateboarding, 26.7% said they would only use it for BMX biking, and 30% said it would be used as a meeting point. 

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
The purpose of this report is to update members on the outcomes of the consultation for the proposed skateboarding area, which took place during October 2007.

  
4.
Policy Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and further the organisations objectives as identified in the 2008-2011 Strategic Plan.
   
4.2
The main theme within the Strategic Plan which the project supports is “safer communities” by providing an additional open-access leisure facility for young people in South Oxhey.  The new provision will support reducing the number of incidents of anti-social behaviour, improve access to skateboarding activities for children and young people living in South Oxhey and is meeting a need expressed by the local community. 
4.3
The provision of services for children and young people is a cross-cutting theme in both the Council’s Strategic Plan and the Three Rivers Community Strategy.   The provision of new open access, free of charge play facilities furthers the action plan of the District Children’s Trust Partnership and District Play Strategy.

5.
  Customer Services Centre and Website Implications.
5.1
None specific.  
6.
  Legal 

6.1
The building works for the project will be tendered under the Council’s procedures and managed by the Property and Facilities Management team. 

7.
Financial Implications
7.1
   A capital budget of £80,000 for leisure activities for young people in South Oxhey was agreed at Full Council for the 2007/2008 financial year (minute reference CL64/60).  The ongoing revenue implication associated with the new facility was identified as £4,000 per financial year. 
7.2
The resources for the consultation exercise were contained within existing revenue budgets.  
8.                 Equal Opportunities Implications

8.1
Relevance Test
	Has a relevance test been completed for Equality Impact?


	Yes (please see Appendix C)

	Did the relevance test conclude a full impact assessment was required?

However, past experience has shown that outdoor skateboarding areas tend to attract more male participants.


	No 


9.
Staffing Implications
9.1
  The project to install a new skateboarding area in South Oxhey will require the time of the Sports Development Officer, Leisure Development Manager and a Building Surveyor in order to oversee project management, consultation and installation of the new facility.  

10.
Environmental Implications
10.1
  The proposed new facility will renovate an area of land that is currently derelict tennis courts within Oxhey Playing Fields.

11.
Community Safety Implications
11.1
It is anticipated that this new facility will contribute to reducing anti-social behaviour levels   in the local area by providing an accessible diversionary activity for young people.  The project will contribute to increasing the overall use of the public open space.
12.
Risk Management Implications
12.1
The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http://www.threerivers.gov.uk.  The risk management implications of this report are detailed below. 

12.2
The subject of this report is covered by the  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Leisure Service Plan. Any risks resulting from this report will be included in the risk register and, if necessary, managed within this plan.
12.3
The following table gives the risks associated with installing a new skateboarding area in South Oxhey as identified in the report to the October 2007 Leisure and Community Policy Panel: 

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	1
	Incidents of Graffiti
	II
	C

	2
	Incidents of vandalism
	II
	C

	3
	Residents Complaints re potential noise nuisance
	III
	C

	4
	Serious Accident
	III
	D


12.4
Of the risks detailed above all are managed within the Leisure Service plan.

12.5
The above risks are plotted on the matrix below depending on the scored assessments of impact and likelihood, detailed definitions of which are included in the risk management strategy. The Council has determined its aversion to risk and is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are plotted in the shaded area of the matrix. The remaining risks require a treatment plan. 
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12.6
In the officers’ opinion none of the new risks above, were they to come about, would seriously prejudice the achievement of the Strategic Plan and are therefore operational risks.  The effectiveness of treatment plans are reviewed by the Audit Committee annually.
13.  
Recommendation
13.1 That   Members note the outcomes from the consultation with children and young people living in South Oxhey, on the proposed new skateboarding area.
13.2 That Members of the Leisure and Safety Community Policy and Scrutiny Committee recommend to the Executive Committee that officers proceed with installing the skateboarding area at South Oxhey Playing Fields, based on the findings of the consultation. 


Report prepared by:
Sarah Walsh, Sports Development Officer
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APPENDIX C
Form A – Relevance Test

	Function/Service Being Assessed:


1. Populations served/affected:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Universal (service covering all residents)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Targeted (service aimed at a section of the community –please indicate which)


Children and young people living in South Oxhey

2. Is it relevant to the general duty? (see Q and A for definition of ‘general duty’)

Which of these three aspects does the function relate to (if any)?:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 – Eliminating Discrimination  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2 – Promoting Equality of Opportunity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3 – Promoting good relations   

Is there any evidence or reason to believe that some groups could be differently affected?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
   

Which equality categories are affected?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Race

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Age

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sexual Orientation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disability

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gender

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Religion

3. What is the degree of relevance?

In your view, is the information you have on each category adequate to make a decision about relevance?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes (It is open to all and is free of charge)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No (specify which categories)

Are there any triggers for this review (for example is there any public concern that functions/services are being operated in a discriminatory manner?) If yes please indicate which:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

4. Conclusion 

On the basis of the relevance test would you say that there is evidence that a medium or high detrimental impact is likely? (See below for definition)


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Definition of Low, Medium or High detrimental impact.
For any one (or more) equality group the following evidence is found:

	
	Evidence may come from one or more of the following sources:

· Local service data

· Data from a similar authority (including their EIA)

· Customer feedback

· Stakeholder feedback

· National or regional research

	High Relevance
	There evidence shows a clear disparity between different sections of the community in one or more of:

· levels of service access;

· quality of service received; or

· outcomes of service.

	Medium Relevance
	The evidence is unclear (or there is no evidence) if there is any disparity in terms of:

· levels of service access;

· quality of service received; or

· outcomes of service.

	Low Relevance
	The evidence shows clearly there is no disparity in terms of:

· levels of service access;

· quality of service received; or

· outcomes of service.
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