  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 7 JANUARY 2008
PART I – DELEGATED

12.  
CONSIDERATION OF   RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC SERVICES AND HEALTH POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Summary


  

  To receive the recommendation of the Public Services and Health Policy and Scrutiny Committee held on 29 November 2007 in relation to the following items on the agenda for the Executive Committee on 7 January 2008:

Any other recommendations from the Committee will be reported at the meeting.


Agenda Item 12a – Strategic, Service and Financial Planning 2008-2011

Agenda Item 12b – Real Time Crew Reporting –  At the Public Services and Health Policy and Scrutiny Committee meeting held on 29 November 2007 it was agreed that in order to provide sufficient information on the system and to categorise savings the report be cross referenced with the service plan and the report from the January 2007 meeting be appended.

Agenda Item 12c – Bags for Life

Agenda Item 12d – Commercial Waste Fees & Charges 2008 to 2011

PUBLIC SERVICES AND HEALTH

Agenda Item 12a – Strategic, Service and Financial Planning 2008-2011


The Committee receive the draft service plans for Environment Health and Environmental Protection.


Environment Health


The Chief Environmental Health Officer reported that there were new responsibilities with regard to the enforcement of smokefree legislation, licensing of premises under the Gambling Act 2005, and the inspection service in relation to properties under the rent guarantee scheme. Whilst it was not a statutory requirement to provide Pest Control services it had been decided to provide in-house rather than concentrate on enforcement.


He drew attention to the fact that from March 2008 Thrive Homes would be considered as private housing stock and its properties would therefore become subject to enforcement of housing standards.


A growth bid on the potential of reducing the Pest Control PI indicator from 14 days to 7 had been added to Appendix E.


It was noted that a small profit had been realised for Licensing. A customer satisfaction survey was being undertaken to identify any concerns of ethnic businesses in the food industry. 


In response to a question on the progress in securing a site for a monitoring station, it was reported that the Highway Agency legal officers were progressing the matter.


Environmental Protection


The Head of Environmental Protection highlighted changes to the Plan together with growth and savings proposals. It was noted that there would be new requirements in connection with Safeguarding Children legislation which were yet to be fully known. As part of the ongoing work related to the transfer to Thrive Homes it would be necessary to identify graffiti costs, as currently the costs were shared with the Housing Revenue Account. There had been an increase in the amount of stakeholder consultation.


The emphasis was moving from recycling to the amount diverted from landfill and this was reflected in the fact that most of the current performance measures were being dropped when BVPIs were replaced on 1 April by new National Indicators (Nis), although some BVPIs might be kept as local indicators. The targets had been reviewed in the light of 2006/07 outturns. The section had been finalists in the Chartered Institute of Wastes Management Awards 2007.


In response to a question, it was noted that the increase in BV84(a), the kg of household waste collected per head per annum had increased due to the amount of green waste. The reduction to zero for the Aquadrome employee budget in Appendix A had been balanced by an increase in the Grounds Maintenance budget.


The Division was recommending that the purchase of waste vehicles be spread over all three years of the Plan’s life and beyond, instead of all in one year, which would bring about a rolling replacement programme. This would result in maintenance costs being more even over the life of the vehicle fleet. 


It was reported that the service collected waste from 34,000 properties five years ago, which was expected to increase to 36,000 in 2008, and an estimated 37,000  at the end of the three year Plan period. 


The Head of Environmental Protection undertook to inform the Chairman whether the risk management issues around maintenance of footpaths in parks or play areas was the responsibility of Leisure or Environmental Protection. He also undertook to email a list of the capital bids to all Members. Livetrack was the only growth item. 


The 2006/07 audited figures for benchmarking was now available and were circulated. The DEFRA figures showed TRDC to be 19th highest District in the country for recycling (BV82a+b) which compared with 20th the previous year.


RECOMMEND:


To the Executive Committee


(1)
that the Committee recommends the contents of the draft service plans to the Executive Committee with particular reference to the phased replacement of refuse vehicles; and


(2)
that a report be submitted six months subsequent to the housing transfer to Thrive Homes to identify the effect on workload on the enforcement of housing standards. 

Agenda Item 12b – Real Time Crew Reporting

The Executive Committee be recommended:-

(1) 
that the capital scheme for the purchase of the Real Time Crew Reporting system be agreed using part of the underspend in the existing capital programme ; and


(2) 

that, should the Executive Committee approve the project, a report back within one year of implementation on the effects and any issues arising be made.


Agenda Item 12c – Bags for Life

The Executive Committee be recommended:

(1)
the promotion of Bags for Life be agreed in principle with Jute bags but in the meantime the officers pursue opportunities for sponsorship with the intention of long term sustainability of such bags;


(2)
local schools and art groups be invited to design the art work for the bags; and

(3)
should sponsorship not be sufficient for the scheme the bags be purchased and sold via Council Offices and at local schools. Any school taking part could keep 50% of the money made, with the other half, plus any money made from sales at Council venues, being used to purchase more bags.


Agenda Item 12d – Commercial Waste Fees & Charges 2008 to 2011

The Executive Committee be recommended:




that the increases in Commercial waste charges be approved as outlined in the report.


Report prepared by:
Karl Murdoch, Head of Environmental Protection




Jennie Moore, Environmental Projects Officer




Emma Robinson, Communications Officer




Sarah Haythorpe – Committee Manager
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