6.
Consideration of Objections and Confirmation of Three Rivers (Highway verge at Delta Gain to the rear of Bucklands) Tree Preservation Order 2015
(DCES)
1.
Summary
1.1 To consider objections made, in respect of the Three Rivers (Highway verge at Delta Gain to the rear of Bucklands) Tree Preservation Order 2015, in response to protect a Quercus spp. tree.  This report sets out the Officer’s recommendations to confirm this Order without modification.
2.
Details

2.1
The Three Rivers (Highway verge at Delta Gain to the rear of Bucklands) Tree Preservation Order 2015 and was made in respect of the immediate threat of the Oak tree being felled.
2.2
An objection has been submitted regarding the Order from Hertfordshire County Council Legal Services on the following basis:
(a) The tree has been implicated in causing property damage following a claim against Hertfordshire County Council, an independent loss adjuster representing the County Council interests has, following an investigation recommended, removal of the tree as to mitigate any further claims against the County Council
2.3 In response to the above objections:
(a) No report from an engineer or surveyor including a description of the damage, implicated trees, monitoring data, soil analysis, or roots has been supplied
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
There are two options available to the Committee:


(a)
Confirm the Order without modification.


(b)
Not to confirm the Order. This would mean that the tree/s would not be provided statutory protection.
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.
5.
Financial, Legal, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
5.1 None specific.

6.
Recommendation
6.1 That the objection is noted but that the Three Rivers (Highway verge at Delta Gain to the rear of Bucklands) Tree Preservation Order 2015 is confirmed without modification.

Report prepared by:
Daniel Monk, Tree Preservation Officer
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