APPENDIX 2


Grove Mill Lane Conservation Area Character Appraisal (Draft For Consultation)

Representations Received During Consultation:  Wed 19 October – Fri 18 November 2011
Watford Borough Council/Three Rivers District Council directly contacted 54 people or groups; all of whom were given a letter/email explaining the consultation process.  This included all the local residents, history groups, elected members and other relevant organisations (such as Hertfordshire County Council). In addition, the consultation was featured as a news article on the Watford Borough Council website and Three Rivers website.     

The document was also available to other people in the following ways: 

· Could be downloaded from the council websites;
· Reference copies to be read at both Watford’s libraries, and at the Town Hall.  

We received 4 responses.  

The representations received have been summarised below for the sake of clarity and brevity.  
001:  
	SECTION
	RESPONDENT’S COMMENTS
	WATFORD COUNCIL’S REPLY
	PROPOSED TEXT CHANGE

	All
	The draft Appraisal is a most interesting description of the history of this area, and I am delighted to have a copy.  It emphasises the interrelationship between what is now The Grove Hotel and the Grove Mill buildings;  the significance of the landscape, especially the importance of water - the canal, the River Gade and its many tributaries, the Mill race and the weirs - and the importance of the trees and hedgerows.
	Noted. 
	N/A 

	All
	I would like to endorse the following points made in the Appraisal:-

1)   The proposal to include the road bridge over the River Gade as a locally listed building.

2)   The need to maintain fencing throughout the area that is of high quality and historically appropriate.

3)   The mention of Tree Preservation Order No. 215 on the trees in what is now described as "The Old Orchard", previously known as The Spinney.

4)  The fact that further building would be intrusive and interfere with the relationship between the Mill buildings and their adjacent land.
	Noted. 
	N/A 

	
	5)  The description of traffic along Grove Mill Lane.   (We are aware of a large number of vehicles that ignore the weight restrictions, especially in view of the bridge over the Gade just before the sharp corner by the Mill.)
	Noted. This matter will be explored through the development of the Management Plan.
	N/A


002:  

	SECTION
	RESPONDENT’S COMMENTS
	WATFORD COUNCIL’S REPLY
	PROPOSED TEXT CHANGE

	All
	As a resident in this conservation area I am delighted to see the content of your draft Character Appraisal.
	Noted. 
	N/A 

	8.10
	I note the dangers that the small brick bridge presents. This is purely a single car width and precariously close to an extremely sharp bend.

I have only been resident here for 18 months, yet in my time here I have witnessed a few accidents and many incidences of cars 'jumping' the bridge. Who would I need to talk to about putting speed restriction measures (sleeping policeman etc) in to prevent any further, and possibly far more serious accidents?

I appreciate that the general driving public are probably tired of seeing so many such things in the road, yet if there was ever a location that needed them it is here.
	Noted. This matter will be explored through the development of the Management Plan.

Speed restrictions are the responsibility of the Highways Department of Hertfordshire County Council. 
	


003:  

	SECTION
	RESPONDENT’S COMMENTS
	WATFORD COUNCIL’S REPLY
	PROPOSED TEXT CHANGE

	11.0
	Please clarify which boundaries around the parkland would fall into the category of those where there should be "high quality and historically appropriate fencing maintained".
	This reference is to the Grove Hotel parkland abutting Grove Mill Lane.
	N/A

	All
	The report barely touches on the issue of traffic and pedestrian management and describes the accommodation of fast moving traffic to be an ongoing challenge. I would like you to consider what practical steps can be taken to address this issue. You have quite rightly identified the historic value of the area and the leisure value of the canal area but it remains of great concern to local residents that there is no safe pedestrian access along Grove Mill Lane (surely a continuation of the pavement along the south side of the road should be considered).
 There has to my knowledge already been one serious road traffic accident along the lane this year which lead to the temporary closure of the road. Unless some traffic calming measures are successfully implemented it is only a matter of time before there is a serious injury or even a fatality. I acknowledge any measures need to be suitable for a conservation zone (as set out in English Heritage's guidance) but a reduction in the speed limited to 20 mph coupled with road narrowing should be considered.
	Noted. This matter will be explored through the development of the Management Plan.
	N/A


004:  

	SECTION
	RESPONDENT’S COMMENTS
	WATFORD COUNCIL’S REPLY
	PROPOSED TEXT CHANGE

	All
	I am very pleased that you are concerned to preserve and maintain this area of outstanding beauty. I have considered the Consultation Draft dated 2011, the draft is well written, informative and very interesting.
	Noted. 
	N/A 

	7.1
	I agree that the garden areas (7.1) around the various properties in GML form part of the landscape (obviously – by definition) I am however concerned that this would restrict any alteration to the layout or appearance of the/my garden area. For example we have a rather large and squat (ugly) bomb shelter in out rear garden, it is our intention to remove this or replace it with an alternative structure at some time in the future.
	The need for consent does not extend to layout or planting schemes in gardens (unless there are engineering operations involved).
Removal of the bomb shelter may be subject to requirement for demolition consent depending on its size.
	N/A 

	All
	Quite rightly no mention is made of the newly named ‘Old Orchard’ adjoining Mill cottage although most residents are concerned about potential development on this site and the increased number of canal boats mooring to the bank of this site.
	Noted.
	N/A

	All
	I believe the Consultation should include a restriction / prohibition on any occupied caravans within the conservation area.
	The appraisal is a descriptive report. However, there are existing planning enforcement powers available for issues such as this.
	N/A

	7.1
	I agree that the Mill Race (7.1) is a distinctive feature of the Landscape Characterisation – unfortunately this is leaking rather badly both into our garden and now towards and next to the adopted GML. British Waterways and The Environment Agency have been notified although neither seems to be overly concerned? This will become a major problem in the near future. Is there anyway that we could oblige either of these organisations to maintain the Mill Race? I assume that the Mill Race is ‘locally listed’ as part of the Grove Mill? The 1971 picture on p.18 of the draft shows a building or structure over the Mill Race which seems to be attached to the Mill.
	Even if the Mill Race was part of locally listed building, this would unfortunately not entail any obligation on British Waterways to maintain the structure. However, this matter will be explored further through the development of the Management Plan.
	N/A

	8.2 & 8.10 &11.0 
	Para 8.2 Activity. And para 8.10 Traffic and Pedestrian Management. GML is sadly not a ‘tranquil locality’ we have regular cars speeding down the lane often crashing through our gate and other neighbouring properties. On one occasion a speeding van came over the last bridge past the front of our house and crashed through a wall on the other side of our garden. On another occasion all the residents of GML were evacuated to The Grove after a speeding car hit a gas main.  I have been nominated by ALL the residents of GML to petition Highways to reduce the speed limit (which is currently National Speed Limit! surely the limit should be 20mph?) and introduce considerate traffic calming measures. All they have done so far is to apply anti-skid surface to the road which bizarrely allows drivers to drive faster! There have been two serious crashes so far this year, both involving complete road closure, several police cars, fire engines, ambulances, recovery vehicles and serious injury (on Valentines night this year a young woman had to be cut from her car with suspected spinal injuries) All of the residents have been petitioning Highways for many years to do something – so far without any success. Local MPs, councillors, local press and even school children have all highlighted the dangerous and speeding traffic. GML is even ‘advertised’ on the internet as a good location to drive your car or motor bike at excessive speed because of the hump bridges, right angle bend, straight stretch and lack of speed cameras. Bizarrely Highways are the only people who seem to think that the existing traffic calming measures are satisfactory.  
	Noted. The wording in section 8.2 could be tightened up.  

This matter will be explored further through the development of the Management Plan.
	Alter reference in 8.2 to ‘tranquil locality’. 

	11.0
	Could there be some sort of street lighting down GML? This would make it a safer environment for all road users.
	This matter will be explored further through the development of the Management Plan. However, given the semi-rural location and the reduced County Council budget for street lighting, this development may be difficult to progress.  
	N/A

	11.0
	Para 11. In order to protect my property and family (from speeding vehicles) I intend moving the entrance to our drive out of the ‘firing line’ of cars careering over the bridge and replacing the existing gate with a substantial wall or similar. We will shortly be submitting a planning application in this regard. I am concerned that the requirement for ‘close-boarded timber fences’ would prevent this?
	The type of boundary treatment (e.g. close-boarded fencing) would not determine the appropriate point for a vehicle entrance. Further discussion with Highways representatives would be recommended.  
	N/A

	11.0
	Para 11 Protection of the former Power Wheel/Engine. Will this include an obligation (presumably on The Grove?) to maintain the water flow which feeds a stream running through my property?
	There would not be an obligation on the landowner to maintain the water flow which feeds a stream running through the property. The protection referred to only related to the structure itself. The water flow is a non-planning matter. 
	N/A

	10.0
	Para 10 Changes to locally listed buildings. This does not appear to confer any additional statutory protection. I assume that the Water Wheel is owned by the Grove and The Bridge by the Local Authority (Watford) please confirm. The Bridge clearly shows a weight limit which is routinely ignored by large Lorries which appear to be going to and from the nearby quarry.  
	Water wheel is assumed to be owned by The Grove. 

The bridge is owned by Hertfordshire County Council. 

This matter will be explored further through the development of the Management Plan.
	N/A
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