PLANNING COMMITTEE – 22 September 2016
PART I - DELEGATED

6.
Consideration of Objections and Confirmation of Three Rivers (The White House, East Lane, Bedmond) Tree Preservation Order 2016


(DCES)
1.
Summary
1.1
To consider objections made in respect of the Three Rivers (The White House, East Lane, Bedmond) Tree Preservation Order 2016.  This report sets out the officer’s recommendations to confirm this Order without modification.

2.
Details

2.1
The Three Rivers (The White House, East Lane, Bedmond) Tree Preservation Order 2016 was made on 14 July 2016. Three Rivers District Council was contacted by the owner of The White House, East Lane to ask if the Council would consider protecting some of the trees at the property. The owner indicated concerns about some of the trees close to the boundary with one of the neighbouring properties


A site visit was made on 13 July 2016 and 5 Oak, 3 Beech, 1 Willow and 1 Sycamore were identified as being worthy of protection with a TPO.

The White House is situated within the Greenbelt on the southern edge of Bedmond. Most of the trees covered by TPO863 are highly visible in the landscape and characterise the approach into the village from the south along Bedmond Road.


An objection letter was received on 10 August 2016, copies of the letter and enclosures have been circulated to Members of Planning Committee.

Section 2.2 contains a brief abstract of the points raised in the objection letter. 
Section 2.3 contains the Officer response to each of the sub paragraphs in Section 2.2.   
2.2
Officer Summary of Objections 
2.2.1
The objection only relates to the Willow T1 and Beech T2.
2.2.2
T1 is close to the boundary and branches overhang the garage and shed. The tree cannot be seen by the public from Bedmond Road.
2.2.3
T2 is approximately 3m from the side of the house and branches overhang the boundary. Protecting this tree could complicate any future planning application for a side extension. The tree cannot be seen by the public from Bedmond Road.  

2.3
Officer Response to Objections
2.3.1
No response required 
2.3.2
It is possible to carry out pruning works to trees protected by a TPO. This Council will always give fair consideration to applications which are made for appropriate tree works. T1 is not visible from Bedmond Road but is visible from East Lane.
2.3.3
Protecting this Beech tree would ensure that it became a material consideration in any future planning application at the neighbouring property. The response to the rest of the objection is the same as 2.3.2.   

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
There are three options available to the Committee:

(a) Confirm the Order without modification.
(b) Confirm the Order subject to modification to remove either or both of T1 and T2.

(c) Not to confirm the Order. This would mean that the tree/s would not be provided statutory protection and could be removed or worked on without any further notification requirement.
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets. 
5.
Financial, Legal, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
5.1
None specific.

6.
Recommendation
6.1
That the objection is noted but that the Three Rivers (The White House, East Lane, Bedmond) Tree Preservation Order 2016 is confirmed without modification.


Report prepared by: Terence Flynn, Landscape Officer
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