THREE RIVERS DISTRICT COUNCIL

At a meeting of the   Extraordinary Executive Committee held in the Penn Chamber, Three Rivers House, Rickmansworth, on Monday 24 November 2008 from 7.00    pm to 7.35 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 

 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT pm.

Present:
  Councillors    ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Ann Shaw OBE (Chairman), Phil Brading, Chris Hayward, David Sansom, Alison Scarth, Roger Seabourne, Martin Trevett and Chris Whately-Smith.

Also in attendance:  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Councillors Tony Barton, Barbara Green, Barbara Lamb MBE, Richard Struck and Peter Wakeling
 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Apologies for absence were received from: Councillors Matthew Bedford and Ron Spellen.

Officers:
 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Steven Halls
-
Chief Executive


Sarah Haythorpe
-
Principal Committee Manager

Peter Brooker
-
Director of Community and Environmental Services

  
EX68/08
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

None received.

EX69/08
M25 WIDENING – PROPOSED COMPOUND ADJACENT TO JUNCTION 17 

The Director of Community and Environmental Services reported that Appendix 1 to the report was a suggested response to Skanska Balfour Beatty (SBB) in relation to the proposal notified to the Council for a site compound for the rapid widening of the M25 between Junctions 16 and 23.  A letter from SBB received today (24/11/08) was tabled at the meeting.

The Chairman advised it was opinion of the Ward Councillors and Members that the proposed site was unacceptable.  It was noted that the discussion had taken place with Herts Highways over the last six months but no information had been presented to the Council or residents.  Members had only been advised of the proposal by a local farmer.  The Chairman supported the recommendation in the report and said it was vital the area was protected.


The Portfolio Holder for Environment supported the comments made and the recommendation in the report.  He also expressed concern that Herts Highways had been aware of the proposal for six months.


The Director of Community and Environmental Services advised that the letter from SBB had not indicated the order had been withdrawn, but without the land owners consent, SBB could not proceed unless they decided to make a compulsory purchase order.  He said the meeting had been called in order that an objection could be raised within the consultation period.

The Chairman thanked the residents for their support and vigilance on this issue.


County Councillor Barbara Lamb, stated that she had been informed that Herts County Council officers only became aware of the proposal in September, contrary to the claim of the contractor and highways agency that they had been discussing it with the Highways Authority for six months.  She also clarified that while the Highways Authority no objection in principle some of the details were unsatisfactory.

It was hoped that in future information would be shared with the JMP Herts Highways Panel and an item would be placed on the agenda for the January meeting.


It was confirmed that this proposal had no relationship to proposals for a gypsy site and no sites had been proposed at this stage. Consultation on that matter would take place in 2009.


In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 36(b) (Representations at Committee etc) Mr Crispin on behalf of the Rickmansworth Residents Association spoke in favour of the recommendation in the report.


In response to the points raised by the speaker, the Director of Community and Environmental Services advised that communication with local residents would continue and emails would be sent to alert residents to any changes or updates received.  Members of the public were requested to continue to comment on any future proposals. It was advised that legal guidance had been received.  It was requested that the Executive Committee be kept up to date on developments and to receive copies of any communications.

It was agreed that if notification was received in relation to a site to the south west of the Junction, as well as the north east and south east, a similar objection would be raised, the precise detail of which would be determined depending  on the specifics of the notification.

On being put to the vote the recommendations in the report were declared CARRIED the voting being 7 For, 0 Against and 0 Abstentions.  In accordance with Council Procedural Rule 24(3), a recorded vote was requested, the details of which were as follows:

For:

Councillors Phil Brading, Chris Hayward, David Sansom, Alison Scarth, Ann Shaw OBE, Roger Seabourne, Martin Trevett, Chris Whately-Smith.


Against:
None


Abstentions:
None


RESOLVED:-

(1)
That   the response to the submission from Skanska Balfour Beatty be as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report but to include an objection to any compound to the south west of the junction.

(2)
That in the event of a formal approach to the Council as landowner regarding the use of any of its land holdings in the area currently used as agricultural land, the offer be rejected on the basis of the established impact on the short and long term viability of the farm holding and the interests of local residents.
(3)
That Skanska Balfour Beatty and the Highway Agency be encouraged to look at alternative appropriate sites, particularly the existing compound adjacent to Junction 8 of the M1, which is much more remote from residential settlement and is comparatively local in relation to the widening of the whole of the M25 between Junctions 16 and 23.
(4)
That Skanska Balfour Beatty be asked to submit any alternative proposals at the earliest opportunity.
(5)
That if an application is received in relation to an alternative site adjacent to Junction 17, officers should refer the matter to the Development Control Committee. If a revised notification is received officers should prepare a draft objection on the appropriate grounds to be agreed in consultation with Ward Members, the Portfolio Holder for the Environment and the Chairman of the Executive Committee.
(6)
That the Executive Committee and Resident Associations be kept advised of any developments.
CHAIRMAN  
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