  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 1 DECEMBER 2008

SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE –   4 NOVEMBER 2008

PART   I – NOT   DELEGATED   
11c.  
  GREEN STREET CYCLE TRACK, CHORLEYWOOD

(  DCES)

  

This is NOT a KEY DECISION 
1.
Summary
1.1
  To agree a scheme for implementation.

2.
Details

2.1
Executive Committee resolved on 7 April 2008 that the proposed cycle route between St Clement Danes School and Chorleywood village centre via Green Street be the Council’s first priority for implementation in 2008/09.

2.2 
A scheme has now been designed to include comments from the County Council’s Highway Safety Audit scheme. A plan is appended to this report (Appendix 1).
2.3          It provides an off road cycle track from the rear of St Clement Danes School, Chorleywood, along the route of a private footpath (with the agreement of the owners) and via a newly constructed cycleway and footway in the verge in Green Street to the edge of Chorleywood village. 
2.4          The proposed cycle track forms the first phase of a link between Rickmansworth and Chorleywood.
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  This cycle route has been under consideration for some time as a key link in the network. It represents the first phase of an important cycle route across the district, and it is recommended that it be implemented as soon as possible.

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets. The relevant policy relates to the Council’s objective of minimising energy consumption and reducing CO2 emissions. Provision of new cycle facilities also contributes to the Council’s leisure policies for healthier communities, and in particular to increase the number of young people and adults participating in at least 30 minutes moderate intensity sport and active recreation (including walking and cycling) in three or more days a week.

5.
Financial Implications
5.1
  The whole scheme (between St Clement Danes’ School and the wider stretch of Green Street with the service roads) has provisionally been estimated to cost £220,000. However, this figure can be reduced if the scheme is constructed (initially) as far as the higher junction with Orchard Drive, and provided that there is no requirement to widen the private footway to the rear of the school. This scheme variation is provisionally estimated at £150,000, subject to detailed costing. The Council’s capital programme for 2008/09 includes £176,000 for new cycle routes. Hertfordshire County Council has offered to contribute £25,000 towards the scheme in the current financial year. It is therefore considered that the reduced scheme can be funded from the capital programme, plus the County Council’s contribution, with consideration given to a second phase subject to funding availability.
6.
Legal Implications
6.1
  None specific.

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1
Relevance Test
	Has a relevance test been completed for Equality Impact?


	Yes

	Did the relevance test conclude a full impact assessment was required?


	No


7.2
Impact Assessment  

What actions were identified to address any detrimental impact or unmet need? None
8.
Staffing Implications
8.1
  None specific.

9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
  The cycle track provides an opportunity to improve the environment of the untidy verge along Green Street.

10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
  The route will not be lit, because of its rural location, but being off road will be considerably safer than the present arrangements.

11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
  None specific.

12.
Communications and Website Implications
12.1
  Information about the new route will be posted on the Council’s website.

13.
Risk Management Implications
13.1
The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http://www.threerivers.gov.uk.  The risk management implications of this report are detailed below. 

13.2
The subject of this report is covered by the Development Plans and Transportation service plan. Any risks resulting from this report will be included in the risk register and, if necessary, managed within this plan.

13.3
The following table gives the risks if the recommendations are agreed, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood: 
	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	1
	The new route may not encourage a significant shift from car use.
	III
	C


13.4
The following table gives the risks that would exist if the recommendation is rejected, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood:
	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	2
	A key link in the district’s cycle track network would not be created.
	III
	C


13.5
The risks above are already included in the Sustainability service plan.
13.6
The above risks are plotted on the matrix below depending on the scored assessments of impact and likelihood, detailed definitions of which are included in the risk management strategy. The Council has determined its aversion to risk and is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are plotted in the shaded area of the matrix. The remaining risks require a treatment plan. 
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13.7
In the officers’ opinion none of the new risks above, were they to come about, would seriously prejudice the achievement of the Strategic Plan, and are therefore operational risks. The effectiveness of treatment plans are reviewed by the Audit Committee annually.

14.  
Recommendation
14.1
That the cycle track between St Clement Danes School and Chorleywood via Green Street as indicated on drawing No 12356/607/002/B be implemented, between the School and Orchard Drive, with the remainder of the scheme being implemented subject to available funding.


Report prepared by:
  Peter Kerr, Chief Development Plans and Transportation Officer


Background Papers


Hertfordshire Highways Safety Audit for Green Street cycle scheme


APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS

Appendix – Green Street Cycle Plan

Form A – Relevance Test - Cycle Schemes

	Function/Service Being Assessed:


1. Populations served/affected:

√ Universal (service covering all residents)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Targeted (service aimed at a section of the community –please indicate which) ?

2. Is it relevant to the general duty? (see Q and A for definition of ‘general duty’)

Which of these three aspects does the function relate to (if any)?:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 – Eliminating Discrimination  

√ 2 – Promoting Equality of Opportunity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3 – Promoting good relations   

Is there any evidence or reason to believe that some groups could be differently affected?


√ Yes 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
   

Which equality categories are affected?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Race

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Age

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sexual Orientation

√ Disability

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gender

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Religion

3. What is the degree of relevance?

In your view, is the information you have on each category adequate to make a decision about relevance?

√ Yes (specify which categories) Disability. Consultation on individual schemes usefully adds to this information and enables the Council to consider the needs of people with disabilities when schemes are being designed.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No (specify which categories)

Are there any triggers for this review (for example is there any public concern that functions/services are being operated in a discriminatory manner?) If yes please indicate which:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

√ No Not usually in relation to equality groups.

4. Conclusion 

On the basis of the relevance test would you say that there is evidence that a medium or high detrimental impact is likely? (See below for definition)


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes


√ No

Note: if a medium or high detrimental impact has been identified then a full impact assessment must be undertaken using Form B.

Completed forms should attached as an appendix to the relevant report and a copy sent to the Community Partnerships Unit in Corporate Development, Strategic Services.

Definition of Low, Medium or High detrimental impact.
For any one (or more) equality group the following evidence is found:

	
	Evidence may come from one or more of the following sources:

· Local service data

· Data from a similar authority (including their EIA)

· Customer feedback

· Stakeholder feedback

· National or regional research

	High Relevance
	There evidence shows a clear disparity between different sections of the community in one or more of:

· levels of service access;

· quality of service received; or

· outcomes of service.

	Medium Relevance
	The evidence is unclear (or there is no evidence) if there is any disparity in terms of:

· levels of service access;

· quality of service received; or

· outcomes of service.

	Low Relevance
	The evidence shows clearly there is no disparity in terms of:

· levels of service access;

· quality of service received; or

· outcomes of service.. 
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