EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 29 OCTOBER 2007

  

  LEISURE AND COMMUNITY PANEL   – 9 OCTOBER 2007

PART   I   – NOT DELEGATED   
7d.  
  SKATEBOARDING AREA WITHIN SOUTH OXHEY PLAYING FIELDS

(DLE  ) 
1.
Summary
1.1
The purpose of this report is to update Members with the progress on the proposed open access street-style skateboarding area within South Oxhey Playing Fields.  
2.
Details

2.1
Following the June Leisure and Community Policy Panel and the subsequent Executive Committee meeting, Members resolved: 

That officers implement the installation of a low key, street style skateboarding area in South Oxhey Playing Fields and provide full details on design, costs, outcomes of consultation and planning approvals to future Leisure and Community Policy Panel meetings.
2.2
The aim of the proposed project is to provide an additional leisure facility in the local area, predominantly for young people, complementing the existing children’s play areas, basketball court, multi-use sports area and tennis court.  The proposed skateboarding area will be accessible to all and will provide an area for young people to meet up and undertake constructive, challenging free-time activity. 

2.3
The agreed budget for the project is £80,000 including fees.  The proposed location for the new facilities is the derelict tennis court (photographs will be displayed at Committee) available area next to the basketball court.  A full planning application will be submitted for approval of the scheme to ensure that all local residents are aware of the proposal.  The location of the proposed site can be seen in Appendix A (map). 
2.4
Initial investigations have indicated that the most efficient use of the finances will be to install the concrete slab and ramps directly on top of the existing surface and to clear the rest of the space from weeds.  A cost is being sought for ‘skimming’ the remaining surface area so that it no longer looks derelict and disused.  Grounds Maintenance will be spraying the weeds to negate further growth on the site and in preparation for the works.
2.5
Officers are in the process of pulling together all the preliminary technical details, outline indicative designs and costs ready for consultation, (examples of possible ramp layouts will be displayed at Committee).  As part of this feasibility work, officers will arrange an open evening at The Centre in South Oxhey, during October, inviting local children and young people to give their views on the design and layout of a skateboarding area.  Members are welcome to attend this evening.  The format will be based on similar workshops that were held during the design process for the other skateboarding facilities in the district.   
   
3.
Reason for the Recommendation
3.1          
This report provides Members with an update on progress for installing a new skateboarding area in South Oxhey Playing Fields and provides an opportunity for comment on the initial designs and layout of the ramps prior to consultation.  
4.
Policy and Budget Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy as identified in the 2006-2009 Strategic Plan and within the agreed budget.   

4.2          
The proposed project furthers the aim to reduce the number of incidents of anti-social behaviour by increasing the number of leisure and community facilities available to targeted groups in the district. The Council also wants young people to benefit from a healthy lifestyle, by providing and promoting a range of leisure and recreational activities and increasing attendance at a range of facilities, activities and events.
4.3
The provision of services for children and young people is a cross-cutting theme in both the Council’s Strategic Plan and the Three Rivers Community Strategy.   The provision of new open access, free of charge play facilities furthers the action plan of the District Children’s Trust Partnership and District Play Strategy.   
5.   Legal 
5.1
The works for the project will be tendered under the Council’s procedures and managed by the Property and Facilities Management team. 


6.
Customer Services Centre, and Website Implications
  6.1
None specific.

7.
Financial Implications
7.1
   A capital budget of £80,000 for leisure activities for young people in South Oxhey was agreed at Full Council for the 2007/2008 financial year (minute reference CL64/60).  The ongoing revenue implication associated with the new facility was identified as £4,000 per financial year.   
8.                Equal Opportunities Implications

8.1
Relevance Test

	Has a relevance test been completed for Equality Impact?


	Yes (please see Appendix B)

	Did the relevance test conclude a full impact assessment was required?

However, past experience has shown that outdoor skateboarding areas tend to attract more male participants.

	No 


9.
Staffing Implications
9.1
  The project will require the time of the Sports Development Officer, Leisure Development Manager and a Building Surveyor in order to oversee project management, consultation and installation of the new facility.  
10.
Environmental Implications
10.1
  The facility will renovate an area of land that is currently derelict tennis courts within South Oxhey Playing Fields.
11.
Community Safety Implications
11.1
It is anticipated that this facility will contribute to reducing anti-social behaviour levels   in the local area by providing an accessible diversionary activity for young people.  The project will contribute to increasing the overall use of the public open space.
12.
Risk Management Implications
12.1
The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http://www.threerivers.gov.uk.  The risk management implications of this report are detailed below. 

12.2
The subject of this report is covered by the  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Leisure Service Plan. Any risks resulting from this report will be included in the risk register and, if necessary, managed within this plan.
12.3
The following table gives the risks if the recommendation(s) are agreed, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood: 

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	1
	Incidents of Graffiti
	II
	C

	2
	Incidents of vandalism
	II
	C

	3
	Residents Complaints re potential noise nuisance
	III
	C

	4
	Serious Accident
	III
	D


12.4

The following table gives the risks that would exist if the recommendation is rejected, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood:

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	5
	Officers will be unable to submit a full planning application for the new recreational facility.
	III
	          F

	6
	There could be a delay with the project if delegate authority is not granted to the Director of the Department and the Portfolio Holder for Leisure to award the contract.
	III
	F


12.5
Of the risks detailed above all are managed within the Leisure Service plan.

12.6
The above risks are plotted on the matrix below depending on the scored assessments of impact and likelihood, detailed definitions of which are included in the risk management strategy. The Council has determined its aversion to risk and is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are plotted in the shaded area of the matrix. The remaining risks require a treatment plan. 
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12.7
In the officers’ opinion none of the new risks above, were they to come about, would seriously prejudice the achievement of the Strategic Plan and are therefore operational risks.  The effectiveness of treatment plans are reviewed by the Audit Committee annually.
13.  
Recommendations
13.1
Members of the Leisure and Community Policy Panel provide officers with any views on the initial suggestions for the layout of the skate park area prior to consultation and that the Leisure and Community Policy Panel recommend that:

13.2           
the Executive Committee resolve to seek planning permission for the proposed skateboarding area and  

13.3          delegated authority is given to the Director of Leisure and Environment and the Portfolio Holder for Leisure and Community to make the final decision for awarding the contract to install a skateboarding area in South Oxhey Playing Fields.
  

  

Report prepared by:
Sarah Walsh, Sports Development Officer  

Background Papers:

  12 June 2007 - Leisure Facilities for Young People in South Oxhey – Confirmation of Project Brief

Attachments/Appendices

Appendix A – A map of the location of the proposed site

 
Appendix B – Relevance Test
APPENDIX A 



APPENDIX B
Form A – Relevance Test

	Function/Service Being Assessed:


1. Populations served/affected:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Universal (service covering all residents)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Targeted (service aimed at a section of the community –please indicate which)

Children and young people living in South Oxhey
2. Is it relevant to the general duty? (see Q and A for definition of ‘general duty’)

Which of these three aspects does the function relate to (if any)?:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 – Eliminating Discrimination  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2 – Promoting Equality of Opportunity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3 – Promoting good relations   

Is there any evidence or reason to believe that some groups could be differently affected?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
   

Which equality categories are affected?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Race

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Age

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sexual Orientation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disability

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gender

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Religion

3. What is the degree of relevance?

In your view, is the information you have on each category adequate to make a decision about relevance?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes (It is open to all and is free of charge)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No (specify which categories)

Are there any triggers for this review (for example is there any public concern that functions/services are being operated in a discriminatory manner?) If yes please indicate which:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

4. Conclusion 

On the basis of the relevance test would you say that there is evidence that a medium or high detrimental impact is likely? (See below for definition)


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Definition of Low, Medium or High detrimental impact.
For any one (or more) equality group the following evidence is found:

	
	Evidence may come from one or more of the following sources:

· Local service data

· Data from a similar authority (including their EIA)

· Customer feedback

· Stakeholder feedback

· National or regional research

	High Relevance
	There evidence shows a clear disparity between different sections of the community in one or more of:

· levels of service access;

· quality of service received; or

· outcomes of service.

	Medium Relevance
	The evidence is unclear (or there is no evidence) if there is any disparity in terms of:

· levels of service access;

· quality of service received; or

· outcomes of service.

	Low Relevance
	The evidence shows clearly there is no disparity in terms of:

· levels of service access;

· quality of service received; or

· outcomes of service.
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