Appendix C

Leavesden Country Park Public Consultation (July 2007)

Public Consultation Summary

38 Comments cards completed

25 On-line questionnaires completed

184 Opinion meter questionnaires completed

6 Other communications: e-mails and letters.

253 Total returns

1.
Most people use the park at least once a week (68% of respondents overall), many use it every day (21%).

Of those who completed the Opinion Meter Questionnaire (OMQ) based at the YMCA 30% used the park to visit the YMCA, compared to 24% of those who completed the web questionnaire (WQ).

Key reasons for visiting the site:

Dog walking (OMQ 13%, WQ 38%)

Running or walking for fitness (OMQ 26%, WQ 33%)

Cycling (OMQ 14%, WQ 38%)

Informal recreation (OMQ 29%, WQ 71%)

Children’s play areas (OMQ 25%, WQ 57%)

As a shortcut to somewhere else (OMQ 26%, WQ 10%)

Relevant comments:

Dog fouling was identified as an issue (5 comments). A request has been made for dog free areas.

Request for new footpaths through wild areas in order that can appreciate the wildlife value (2 comments). Also request for more way marking to include cycle/jogging route and links to wider network (2 comments)

A number of concerns raised regarding tennis provision on site and continued damage to existing courts and equipment. Request to repair and offer pay for play/privatise (7 comments).

More formal sports provision; including football, cricket, rugby and boules (6 comments).

Childrens play area: should be safe, with toddler swings, provision in south of LCP (6 comments).

Should be a venue for community events (1 comment).

There should be more parking provision for footballers/supporters (1 comment).

Cars should not be able to access the site/signage times incorrect (1 comment dealt with as formal complaint).

Provision of toilet facilities (1 comment).

Provision of paddling pool (1 comment).

Should provide informal kick-about areas (1 comment).

2.
Overall 78% of users thought that Leavesden Country Park is either well maintained or adequately maintained, with only 18% believing that it is poorly maintained.

Relevant comments:

Litter and glass was identified as a significant issue (8 comments).

Vandalism and graffiti was also considered a significant issue (7 comments).

Repair of old footpaths: including resurfacing and installation of dropped kerbs (9 comments).

Drainage issue relating to flooding of entrance to car park B (3 comments).

Review maintenance of/ close small entrances (part. South side of park) (4 comments).

Maintenance of grounds, particularly poor pruning technique and proper maintenance of equipment and fences (4 comments).

Planting around car parking area inappropriate and visibility concern also concern relating to blind corner by the font and the hazard this causes (4 comments).

Dense unmanaged planting adjacent to properties which back onto the park is considered an issue (1 comment)

3
Encouraging wildlife:

40% of respondents said that some area of grass should be cut less frequently.

37% said that dead trees should be left standing (if safe).

41% said that fallen trees should not be cleared (if safe).

70% said that nesting boxes (for birds, bats etc…) should be put in place.

54% said that native trees should be planted on the site.


Relevant comments:


Grassland management to favour flowers and invertebrates (1 comment)

4
When asked if generally they felt safe using the park;

49% said that they did

39% said that sometimes they did not

There was a higher proportion of those filling in the OMQ that did not feel safe, compared  none of the WQ results.

When asked what makes you feel unsafe;

27% stated poor lighting

16% stated secluded areas

26% stated the absence of police or security patrols

34% stated antisocial or threatening behaviour

Relevant comments:

Identifying need for patrolling of park by community police or park warden (9 comments).

Use of motorbikes an issue (3 comments).

Alcohol consumption by youngsters (2 comments).

Nuisance youth/improved provision for young people (10 comments).

Improve lighting (4 comments).

Consider closing the site at night (1 comment)

5
When asked if they were satisfied with the footpath network within LCP:

67% said yes

6
The question of which car parks used was asked of OMQ respondents only.

17% stated car park A (YMCA car park)

10% stated car park B (to south of play area)

3% stated car park C (to south of north side of park)

19% stated more than one

50% stated that they didn’t use any car park

7
When asked if they found it easy to access the park

88% answered yes

12% answered no

Relevant comments:

Request for better links between north and south parks, to comprise either crossing, tunnel or footbridge (6 comments).

Formalisation of current desire line to Langley Lane (1 comment).

8
When asked if the park is adequately signposted;

39% stated yes

15% said that directional road signs should be improved

14% said that entrance signs should be improved

26% said that information signs should be improved

28% said that internal signs (e.g. cycle/circular routes) should be improved

9
When asked if they would like to know more about LCP;

52% said that they would like to know more about the history of the park

55% said more about wildlife

42% said more about connections to other walking and cycling routes

Relevant comments

Information provision on history of the site (1 comment).

10
Equality questions 

48% male
52% female

Ethnicity:

96% White

1.4% Mixed

0.7% Asian or Asian British (e.g. Indian, Pakistani etc…)

0.7% Black or Black British (e.g. Caribbean, African etc…)

0% Chinese

0.7% Other ethnic group

0% Gypsy or Traveller

Do you consider yourself to be disabled?

Yes 6% 
No 94%

Physical disability
66%

Visual impairment
8%

Hearing impairment
8%

Mental health

8%

Learning difficulty
0%

Other


8%

What age are you?

0-4 years

0%

5 – 15 years

4%

16 – 19 years 

2%


20 – 24 years

4%

25 – 29 years

4%

30 – 44 years

33%

45 – 59 years

34%

60 – 64 years

13%

65 – 74 years

5%

75 years or over
2%

87% of all respondents are residents of Three Rivers

When asked how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the parks and open spaces in Three Rivers:

18.5%
Very satisfied

59%
Fairly satisfied

15.5%
Neither satisfied or dissatisfied

4%
Fairly dissatisfied

1.5%
Very dissatisfied

1.5%
Don’t know

