EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - 1 DECEMBER 2008

  

  LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

-   21 OCTOBER 2008

PART   I -   

  NOT DELEGATED
14b.  
  LEISURE AND COMMUNITY GRANT APPLICATIONS


(DCES)
1.
Summary
1.1
  The Committee is asked to consider the third round of applications from groups and organisations for grant support from the Leisure and Community Grants 2008/09 revenue position and to recommend accordingly to the Executive Committee.
1.2
The applications to be considered are for Community Grants to South West Herts Community Transport Scheme (Roundabout Transport) and Putting It Together Productions.

2.
Details


a) Leisure Grants

2.1
  The Council has set the budget for Leisure Grants in 2008/09 at £20,000. Chorleywood Youth Club rent of £2,000 is funded from this source leaving a total of £18,000. Over the first two rounds of Leisure Grant applications, £3,700 was awarded leaving a balance of £14,300 remaining. There are no current Leisure Grant applications to report.

3.
b) Community Grants

3.1
The Council set the budget for Community Grants in 2008/09 at £15,500. 

3.2
The following application was evaluated and in accordance with the Council’s Scheme of Delegation Paragraph 10 (9), the applicant was awarded the amount as set out below:-








    Grant

   Grant


Grant Applicants



Requested

Awarded








        £


       £


Ark Community Church

      
      250

     250


Total





      250.00

     250.00


This leaves a balance of £15,250.00.

3.3
In accordance with the Council’s scheme for Leisure Grants, the following applications have been evaluated in accordance with Minute ST11/92 and LC95/92 and have achieved a priority one ranking: 


Priority One Applications

    Grant

   Grant








Requested

Awarded








        £


       £

SW Herts Community Transport
   3,000

       3,000 

Putting It Together Productions

   1,000

       1,000

Total of above applications
       
   4,000

       4,000

and recommendation
3.4
Further information on the above applications is available in Appendix A and B. A recommendation to assist with the funding for the applicant would support the themes as laid out in the Council’s Strategic Plan. See 5.2 for details.

4.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
4.1
  To consider applications for Community Grants from South West Herts Community Transport Scheme (Roundabout Transport) and Putting It Together Productions.

5.
Policy/Budget Implications
5.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets. The relevant policy is entitled Strategic Plan 2008 – 2011  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT and was agreed on 19 February 2007. ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT    

Sustainable Communities


2.1.5 “To improve and facilitate access to leisure and recreational activities.”


Towards Excellence


3.4.3. ”We will engage with community groups to deliver effective partnership Working” 
5.2
The purpose of this proposed policy regarding the grant applications is as follows:-

· Roundabout Transport can continue to provide valuable service to the district’s more vulnerable residents. The grant award will be used to help support the service and meet increasing demand, while enabling them to consider additional transport provision around Rickmansworth in particular. The outcome would be a sustained increase in passenger numbers.

· Putting It Together Productions can offer a diverse and high quality live music event available to the district’s residents. The grant award will be used to hire equipment for an initiative that will combine various local music groups and engage with young people and ethnic minority groups. The outcome would be for the event to draw in attendance from these key groups and lead to sustaining their involvement in local arts organisations, which can be assessed after the event.

6.  
Financial Implications
  6.1
The grant recommended is within the Committee’s budget allocation and if awarded as recommended this will leave the following unspent balances for any applications received in this financial year:


Leisure Grants




Community Grants


    £14,300





         £11,250


7.
Risk Management Implications

7.1
There are no significant risks with this report. If the proposed application is not progressed by the applicant for any reason, the funds can be allocated to future projects during 2008/09 or as a saving for the Council.

8.
Legal, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Communications and Website Implications
8.1
  None specific.

9.  
Recommendation
9.1 That   the Committee approves the above recommendation for grant support and recommends to the Executive Committee that a grant (subject to the conditions detailed in the Appendix) is awarded to the following : -








   



£

South West Herts Community Transport Scheme (Roundabout)
3,000

Putting It Together Productions





1,000


Report prepared by:
  Nick Denham, Community Arts Development Officer


Background Papers

  Community Grant applications by South West Herts Community Transport Scheme (Roundabout) and Putting It Together Productions.


  

APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS

  Appendix A
South West Herts Community Transport Scheme (Roundabout)


Appendix B
Putting It Together Productions

APPENDIX A

Leisure Organisations - 2008/09 Budget

Revenue Grant Priority One Application

	
	

	Organisation
	South West Herts Community Transport Scheme (Roundabout) 

	Amount 
	
	
	Cash
	Grant 

	Requested
	Expenditure
	Income
	Balances
	Recommended

	
	
	
	(current)
	

	£3,000
	£105,300

(estimated)
	*£67,200

(estimated)
	£15,195 

(at June 2007)
	£3,000

	Roundabout Transport aims to support the inhabitants of South West Herts who have need because of age, mental or physical ill-health, impaired mobility or poverty, through the provision of non-profit community transport. 

In the past two years, the number of member groups in Three Rivers has increased from 64 to 101, representing one third of the membership of South West Herts. The number of ‘passenger return journeys’ by members in Three Rivers has increased by about 1,300 to 5,930 each year. Roundabout is currently planning to introduce a ‘Ricky Shopper’ to provide transport to shopping centres for the elderly and those unable to use public transport.

Roundabout employs two full-time co-ordinating staff, one to manage the transport operations and the other for finance and administration. They are accommodated in office space rented from the WRVS in Rickmansworth. In 2007, a further new minibus was purchased in conjunction with Arthritis care and two second-hand vehicles (three years old) purchased to enable them to meet increasing demand. The fleet now comprises eleven minibuses, of which four are based in Three Rivers. 

This grant will be used to support the co-ordinating task, driver training, vehicle management and contribute to vehicle replacement costs. Three of their buses are now more than seven years old and nearing the end of their useful lives.

Other sources of funding include Hertfordshire County Council, and grant applications are also being submitted to Watford and Hertsmere Borough Councils, the Primary Care Trust and the Big Lottery. Roundabout is requesting a further £35,000 in grants from these sources. Charges to member groups are reviewed annually and increased as required.



	Previous Grants:   

Year                                 2002      2003       2004       2005       2006          2007

Amount Requested            n/a         n/a          n/a          n/a       £2,000   did not apply

Amount Awarded            £3,000    £1,500   £2,000    £2,000     £2,000           -



	The Committee is recommended to approve this application for a one-off grant of up to £3,000 to assist with maintaining this transport scheme in the Three Rivers area, on the condition agreement is reached as to the type and style of the acknowledgement for the Council’s contribution to the project.

* These are budget figures for 2008/09. The income figure excludes the total grant subsidy being requested from various sources.


APPENDIX B

Leisure Organisations - 2008/09 Budget

Revenue Grant Priority One Application

	
	

	Organisation
	Putting It Together Productions 

	Amount 
	
	
	Cash
	Grant 

	Requested
	Expenditure
	Income
	Balances
	Recommended

	
	
	
	(current)
	

	£1,000
	£6,321

(estimated)
	*£5,325

(estimated)
	n/a
	£1,000

	Putting It Together Productions (PITP) is applying to support the cost of a production of Sweeney Todd that has been planned as a method of attracting young people and diverse communities to the work of local music and theatre societies. 

PITP has been formed principally to produce a gala concert in March 2009 in aid of the Watford Peace Hospice and Missing Persons. This new arts organisation has three stated aims:

1) To stage a truly first class production of Sweeney Todd, using the very best local talent. This concert will showcase the finest voices and musicians, sourced from the wider Watford area. In addition, this concert will use full orchestration, which is extremely rare;

2) To raise awareness of the opportunities that exist on the wider Watford area for everyone, no matter what social background or ability, to become involved in music and the theatre; 

3) To raise money to benefit local charities.

The organisation is being lead by members of the Abbots Langley Gilbert and Sullivan Society and Rickmansworth Players. They have designed this initiative to meet a need to attract young people and those from ethnically diverse backgrounds to their activities of local musical societies. This opportunity has been identified by all local music societies and is hoped to be the first of many co-ordinated approaches by this group of arts organisations.

This new performance at Watford Colosseum on 22nd March 2009 will include a free open event that will be marketed directly to these groups, showcasing the various opportunities available to be involved in music and theatre. 

PITP are requesting support from TRDC for the cost of hiring the sound and projection equipment. On top of anticipated income from tickets and sponsorship, PITP is also applying for similar grant-funding to Watford and Hertsmere Borough Councils, as the performers, music societies and audience will be coming from all three local authority areas. 



	Previous Grants:   This is the first application from a new community organisation.



	The Committee is recommended to approve this application for a one-off grant of up to £1,000 to be granted in the form of providing a guarantee against loss, on the condition that the Event is staged and on condition that a comprehensive financial statement with copies of supporting documentation would be required as part of any claim.
The grant award is also subject to an agreement being reached as to the type and style of the acknowledgement for the Council’s contribution to the event.

* This figure is the projected income for the 2009 event, excluding sponsorship and grants.
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