  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 29 OCTOBER 2007
PART I – DELEGATED

11.  
CONSIDERATION OF   RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE SUSTAINABLE AND ENVIRONMENT POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Summary


  

  To receive the recommendations of the Sustainable and Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee held on 23 October 2007 in relation to following Items on the agenda for the Executive Committee on 29 October 2007:

Agenda Item 11a - Regional Economic Strategy For The East Of England: Draft Strategy For Consultation, September 2007

Agenda Item 11b - Three Rivers Cycle Schemes – Implementation Of New Routes

Agenda Item 11c - Three Rivers Parking Scheme – New Parking Restrictions

Agenda Item 11d - Rickmansworth Parking Scheme Review

Agenda Item 11e - Review Of The Parking Business Case

Agenda Item 11f - Advisory   Disabled Parking Bays

Agenda Item 11g - Parking Enforcement Service

Agenda Item 11h - Oxhey Hall Conservation Area Draft Appraisal – Report On Consultation

ENVIRONMENT

Agenda Item 11a - Regional Economic Strategy For The East Of England: Draft Strategy For Consultation, September 2007


The Committee agreed with comment that any Economic Strategy should encourage local employment.


That the Executive Committee be recommended that:-


(1)
that the East of England Development Agency be advised that   the Council welcomes the opportunity to participate in the development and implementation of the Regional Economic Strategy for the East of England, and wishes to make the following comments on the Draft Strategy for Consultation;

(2)
that further consideration needs to be given as to how important objectives such as providing sufficient affordable housing, community infrastructure, jobs in “deprived” wards, genuinely sustainable development and sustainable transport can be achieved in practice. The Council seeks EEDA’s reassurance that it will work closely with other agencies to provide the necessary infrastructure and deliver the objectives;

(3)
that EEDA be reminded that Three Rivers is an area of high quality landscape and small historic towns which has experienced extreme pressures for development as a result of proximity to London and the M25. The future scale and character of development should reflect local needs for a sustainable living and working environment and should safeguard the predominantly rural character of the area; and

(4)
that the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and adjoining areas of attractive landscape should be specifically identified as forming a key element of the green and open character of the western part of the Arc.


Agenda Item 11b - Three Rivers Cycle Schemes – Implementation Of New Routes


Recommendation to Executive Committee

(1)
that a review of the Three Rivers Cycling Strategy be carried out, to include an appraisal of feasible routes and the development of a programme for implementation;

(2)
that £66,660 allocated in the capital programme for cycle schemes in 2007/08 be saved; and

(3)
that a further report be presented on the results of the review.


Agenda Item 11c - Three Rivers Parking Scheme – New Parking Restrictions

Recommendation to Executive Committee


that the results of consultation and officer recommendations be noted and that a further report be presented once the capital programme for 2008/9 is known.


Agenda Item 11d - Rickmansworth Parking Scheme Review

Recommendation to Executive Committee


that the results of consultation be noted, and a further report be presented once the 2008/9 capital programme is known.


Agenda Item 11e - Review Of The Parking Business Case

The Committee was of the opinion that there was not justification for the level of increase in permit fees, although Members accepted the fine levels be increased as a result of the Traffic Management Act.

The Committee rejected the proposal for charges to be introduced in the South Oxhey Station Approach Car Park as they felt it would disadvantage local people, damage the local economy and result in displaced parking in residential and commercial areas.  Charging in other long stay and short stay car parks and the Aquadrome was not agreed.  Members also stated that there was a need to review working practices and assess the cost benefit implications of changing the number of parking  attendants through the new contractual arrangements.


Recommendation to Executive Committee

(1)
that the fine levels be increased as a result of the Traffic Management Act to a level of £70 for higher level contraventions and £50 for lesser contraventions, with the 50% discount applying for prompt payment.


(2)
that permit fees be increased from £40 to £45 per annum (£20 to £23 for half day), all day pay but display fees of £2 50, and scratch card charges of £1 per day remain the same.


(3)
that   the following additional income generation measures be assessed:
· Continue with free visitor permits but give wider publicity for scratch cards; 
· A review of the number of parking attendants;
· Consideration of the wider introduction of resident and business permit parking in other areas under pressure throughout the district;
· More flexible use of parking attendants; 

(5)
that an annual review of charges be undertaken.


Agenda Item 11f - Advisory   Disabled Parking Bays

Councillor Ann Shaw indicated that there could be problems with the installation of an advisory disabled parking bay at 54 Home way Mill as the property was at the end of a tight turning head  .


The Committee requested a plan indicating the position of the bay before it could be agreed.


Recommendation to Executive Committee



(1)
that   the advisory disabled bays listed below be agreed:

· 67 Matlock Crescent, South Oxhey 

· 2 Gleneagles Close, South Oxhey 
· 7 Gleneagles Close, South Oxhey, 
· 278 Hayling Road, South Oxhey 

· 31 Bullsland Gardens, Chorleywood 
· 55 Muirfield Road, South Oxhey 

· 23 Colne Avenue, Rickmansworth 


(2)
that consideration of an advisory disabled bay for 54 Home Way, Mill End be deferred pending receipt of a location  plan.


Agenda Item 11g - Parking Enforcement Service


Recommendation to Executive Committee


that   the Executive Committee be recommended that terms and conditions for the new agreement between Watford Borough Council and Three Rivers District Council for the provision of the Three Rivers parking enforcement service from 3 February 2008 be agreed.


Agenda Item 11h - Oxhey Hall Conservation Area Draft Appraisal – Report On Consultation


Recommendation to Executive Committee



that    the Oxhey Hall Conservation Area Appraisal be approved.


Report prepared by:
Peter Kerr, Chief Development Plans and Transportation Officer





Miriam Wearing, Committee Manager
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