  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 3 SEPTEMBER 2012

PART I – DELEGATED

7.  
CONSIDERATION OF   RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


Summary


  

  To receive the recommendations of the Sustainable Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee held on 17 July 2012 in relation to the following items on the agenda for the Executive Committee on 3 September 2012. 


SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT

Agenda Item 7a – Revised Housing Allocations Policy


Since the meeting of the Sustainable Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee held on 17 July 2012 Officers have reviewed the Policy and if the recommendations below are accepted they will no longer from the date of the Executive Committee meeting accept applications from people who have no housing needs (Band E) and are under 55.


  the Executive Committee be recommended:


(1)
that the feedback from the consultation exercises on the amendments to the  Housing Allocation Policy, including Main Consultation findings at Appendices B to F to the report and the Council’s response to the consultation are noted;


(2)
that the detailed amendments to the Housing Allocation Policy  (contained in Appendix A)  with the key bulleted features below are approved and implemented from 1 January 2013:

· only applicants with five years’ continual residence or close family resident in the district for least 10 year at the time of application will be eligible to join the housing register;
· homeless applicants who do not meet the Council’s Local Connection criteria will normally only be offered housing in the private sector;

· homeless applicants retain a time limit for bidding, but this is reduced to 4 weeks and will normally be offered accommodation in the private sector or social housing where this is suitable and available;
· discontinue the general housing register for new and existing applicants to Band E (no recognised housing need), with the exception of aplicants aged 55+ years who requested older persons’ accommodation;

· new applicants to the housng register with equity or capital of £16,000 or a total household income of £35,000 will trigger a financial assessment to determine their eligiblity to join the register based on their means and individual circumstance;

· Award additional priority – 12 month backdating of applicants priority date, where they meet the the criteria for HM Forces, Employment or Volunteering (community contribution) and this priority will not be lost once granted, subject to a review after one year of operation;

· HM Forces who meet the criteria will be awarded additional priority by being placed in  Band C, and be exempt from the criteria on local connection but must have been resident in the district for at least 12 months prior to enlisting;

· applicants who are living in social housing and under-occupying by one or more bedrooms will now all be awarded Band B, ‘Very High Housing Need’;

· cease awarding the cumulative preference for all categories; 

· It is proposed that all amendments  to allocations policy take effect from 1 January 2013; and


(3)
that delegated authority be granted to the Director of Community and Environmental Services in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for the Environment, if minor amendments are required to the policy.


Agenda Item 7b-   Draft Tenancy Strategy  

  the Executive Committee be recommended:


(1)
that the draft Tenancy Strategy attached as Appendix B to the report be approved;

(2)
that the proposed Tenancy Strategy is subject to review at least annually from September 2013, and when any developments which may affect its content occur; and

(3)
that the response to the consultation on the draft tenancy strategy and officers’ response at Appendix D to the report are noted.


Report prepared by:
Elwyn Wilson, Democratic Services Manager.


Background Papers


Agenda, Papers and Minutes – Sustainable Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee, 17 July 2012.
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