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CEDARS AVENUE, PROPOSAL TO DESIGNATE A CONSERVATION AREA

QUESTIONNAIRE

We would like your views on a proposal to help safeguard Cedars Avenue from harmful development.

Three Rivers District Council is considering designating Cedars Avenue a Conservation Area to preserve its character. We would like to know what you think. Please complete the questions at the end of this letter and return in the free post envelope provided, by Friday 2nd December 2005.
What is a Conservation Area?

Three Rivers District has 17 conservation areas. A conservation area is a place of special architectural or historic interest, worthy of protection ranging from historic centres, through to 18th and 19th century suburbs, model housing estates, country houses to transport links and their environs such as stretches of canals. Conservation Area designation assists the Council to safeguard the character of an area without preventing changes which will enhance it.

Who decides the designation and what are the advantages?

The Local Authority makes the designation, having listened carefully to the views of residents.

In a Conservation Area additional planning controls ensure that the special character is safeguarded from the loss of important features or inappropriate development. The Local Planning Authority is particularly anxious to ensure that any new development makes a positive contribution to the appearance of such areas.  

What development is permitted in a Conservation Area?

“Permitted Development” rights normally mean that some domestic alterations may be carried out without requiring planning permission. However, these rights are more restricted in Conservation Areas. For example, permission is required for satellite dishes, dormer windows and other alterations to a roof as well as external cladding and works to trees. Permitted development relating to the sizes of extensions and outbuildings is more limited in a conservation area. Please check with the Council before starting any work.

No work is automatically ruled out by Conservation Area designation. However, it does impose an additional requirement on residents to apply to the Council for consent and permission for certain works, and in some cases a specific Conservation Area Consent is needed.

If you wish to carry out work on a tree in a conservation area you need to give six weeks written notification of intent to carry out the works. This allows time for a tree officer to visit the site and make an assessment of whether the work is appropriate. In certain situations a tree preservation order may be placed on a tree within a conservation area to prevent inappropriate works being carried out.
All applications for planning permission in a Conservation Area are considered from the conservation point of view and can be refused on conservation grounds alone. This also applies to development proposals in the vicinity of a Conservation Area. As with a planning application, an applicant has a right to appeal against a refusal, or against any conditions attached to a permission or consent.

Do you agree with the proposed designation of Cedars Avenue as a Conservation Area?  

                                                          YES/NO

Comments …………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

What characteristics of the estate do you think should be protected?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Do you agree with the boundaries suggested on the map attached?

                                                             YES/NO

Comments ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Any other comments ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.

Please return in the pre – paid envelope provided by 2 December 2005.

