


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 3 APRIL 2006

  

  HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT POLICY PANEL –   28 MARCH 2006

PART   I – NOT   DELEGATED    
11b.  
  ENHANCEMENT OF SHOPPING PARADES – 2006 – 2009 PROGRAMME 

(  DLE) 
1.
Summary
1.1
  To agree a programme for refurbishment.

2.
Details

2.1
  

  The Council has an annual programme to enhance the vitality and viability of local shopping parades. The Housing and Environment Policy Panel on 28 February 2006 and subsequently Executive Committee requested that a further report be brought forward to the Policy Panel giving a full list of all shopping parades (including single shops) in the District to assess in more detail which are most in need of enhancement and to enable priorities to be recommended.

2.2
Church Lane Parade, Mill End was upgraded in 2002/3, Scots Hill Parade, Croxley Green in 2003/4, Delta Gain, Carpenders Park in 2004/5 and Baldwins Lane (West) in 2005/6.

2.3 Appended to the report is a table of the shopping parades in the district with recommendations for a programme of refurbishment.

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  Schemes have been prioritised on a number of criteria including the general physical condition of parades, the number of empty premises, and the size of catchment served. 

3.2
The Panel is requested to consider a programme for the next three years

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy to implement a shopping centre refurbishment programme as stated in the Strategic Plan 2006 – 2009, and Capital Programme for 2006/7.  
5.
Financial Implications
5.1
The capital investment programme for 2006-2009 approved by Council on 14 February includes £10,000 in each year for shopping parade enhancements. Once the programme has been agreed, the scheme to be implemented in 2006/7 will need to be costed, with local consultation and a further report to the Panel and Executive Committee.  










































6.
Legal Implications
6.1
  None specific.

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications


  
7.1   

  Improved lighting, kerbs and ramps would enhance the area for people with disabilities.

8.
Staffing Implications
8.1 It is anticipated that the schemes will be designed and overseen by the Council’s retained engineering consultant, Peter Brett Associates under existing terms and conditions, as instructed by the Development Plans and Transportation Officer.  
9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
  The schemes will enhance the environment of the local shopping areas.

10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
   Improvements to lighting will make a safer environment.

11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
  None specific.

12.
Website Implications
12.1
  The proposed new website for the South West Herts Business Service (which will link to the Council’s website) will have information about schemes and facilities/services at the parades.

13.
Risk Management Implications
13.1
  The following table shows the risks that have been identified and gives an assessment of their impact and likelihood in accordance with the Council’s Risk Management Strategy:-

Description of Risk
Impact
Likelihood

1
The proposed enhancements do not guarantee to increase the vitality and viability of the shopping facility. 
II
D

Note: 

1.
For the meaning of the assessment score see the key to the matrix in paragraph 13.2 below.

2.
For the definitions of ‘catastrophic’, ‘almost certain’, etc, see the extract from the ‘Risk Management Strategy Statement’ at the end of the agenda.

13.2
The above risks have been prioritised in the matrix below.  The Council has determined its aversion to risk.  It is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are shaded in the bottom left in the table below.  The remaining risks require management and monitoring.  Those combinations of impact and risk shaded centrally below are less time critical but those shaded to the right require immediate management and monitoring.
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13.3
In view of this assessment no action plan is required at this time.
14.  
Recommendation
14.1 That   The Panel recommends to Executive Committee a three-year programme for shopping parade refurbishments, based on the table appended to the report.

14.2 That a further report be presented on an agreed scheme for implementation in 2006/7
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