EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 3 JULY 2006

  

  HOUSING & ENVIRONMENT POLICY PANEL –   13 JUNE 2006
PART   I - NOT DELEGATED 
  8a.
  HOUSING STRATEGY 2006 – 2011


(DHH)


  This is a KEY DECISION because it affects two or more wards
1.
Summary
1.1
  To recommend the adoption of the Housing Strategy for the District 2006 to 2011. 

2.
Details

2.1
The Draft Housing Strategy is attached as   Appendix A. The Strategy sets out the way that the Council and its partners will address the key housing issues in the District over the next five years.

2.2
The Council is required to assess housing conditions in the District under the Housing Act 1985 and set out plans for the alleviation of housing needs. The strategies and plans were assessed by the Government Office of the East of England (GO-East) on behalf of the DCLG (formerly the ODPM) and had to comply with a fixed set of criteria and therefore be ‘fit for purpose’ (FFP). The previous strategy was adopted in 2003 and ran until 2005. It was the first strategy in the East of England to achieve the FFP status. It has however run out and the Council needs to have a new strategy in place.  GO-East have however advised that they are no longer required to assess the strategies. 

2.3
The new key lines of enquiry under the Audit Commission assessment regime for housing set out the requirement to have a clear strategy to address housing issues in both the public and the private sectors. 

2.4
Since the implementation of the assessment regime Councils have been encouraged to work in partnership with other local authorities in housing sub-regions and produce Sub-Regional Housing Strategies. The London Commuter Belt Sub-Regional Housing Strategy was produced in 2004 and endorsed by this Council. 

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  To ensure that the Council has a clear strategy for addressing housing needs in the District. 
4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.  
5.
Financial Implications. 

5.2
The financial implications of the strategy are contained within the body of the Strategy and the Action Plan. 

6.
Legal Implications
6.1
The Council is required under the Housing Act 1985 to assess housing needs and to set out plans for the alleviation of housing needs in its District  .

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1
  An equalities impact assessment has been carried out for the Strategy and is attached as Appendix C. 

8.
Website Implications
8.1
  The final version of the strategy will be available for public inspection on the Council’s website. 

9.
Risk Management Implications
9.1
  The following table shows the risks that have been identified and gives an assessment of their impact and likelihood in accordance with the Council’s Risk Management Strategy:-

Description of Risk
Impact
Likelihood

1
Not having an up to date housing strategy
II
D

Note: 

1.
For the meaning of the assessment score see the key to the matrix in paragraph 9.2 below.

2.
For the definitions of ‘catastrophic’, ‘almost certain’, etc, see the extract from the ‘Risk Management Strategy Statement’ at the end of the agenda.

9.2
The above risks have been prioritised in the matrix below.  The Council has determined its aversion to risk.  It is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are shaded in the bottom left in the table below.  The remaining risks require management and monitoring.  Those combinations of impact and risk shaded centrally below are less time critical but those shaded to the right require immediate management and monitoring.
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In view of this assessment no action plan is required at this time.

10.  
Recommendation
10.1 That   Council is recommended to adopt the Housing Strategy 2006-11. 

Background papers

None

Report prepared by:

  Patrick Odling-Smee, Director of Housing & Health

The recommendations contained in this report DO constitute a KEY DECISION

APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS
Appendix A. 

Housing Strategy 2006 -11

Appendix B

Housing Needs and Market Assessment 2006

Appendix C. 
Housing Strategy Equalities Impact Assessment. 
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