  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE    6 DECEMBER 2010 

PART   I -   DELEGATED   
  14.
  DISCRETIONARY GRANT APPROVAL WHERE NO FUNDS AVAILABLE


  (DCES) 

  
1.
Summary
1.1
Consideration by Members as to whether approval for a discretionary Decent Homes Grant should be provided when there are no funds available.  It is an urgent item following a request from the local Ward Councillor.  It also seeks to gain an exception from the policy towards funding mandatory Disabled Facilities Grants (DFGs) outlined elsewhere on the Committee’s present agenda.  
2.
Details

2.1
The funding for discretionary Decent Homes Grants was guaranteed to local authorities for a period of 3 years which expired in April this year. The balance from last year was carried forward following consent from GO EAST   provided that the funds were used for private sector housing purposes.

2.2.
The Council also provides mandatory Disabled Facilities Grants (DFGs) to enable vulnerable disabled children and adults to remain in their property, and have access to facilities in and around their property. The demand on this grant is rising year by year. In October the funds for this were exhausted and there was a considerable overspend on the budget. Many of the grants have been approved where work is still in progress and hence will incur further demand on the budget when the works are completed.
2.3
To address the current overspend on the DFG’s budget and to ensure funds are available to fund current works in progress, unspent and uncommitted discretionary grant funds will be vired into the DFG budget via the budget monitoring report.
2.4
In respect of discretionary Decent Homes Grants, where applications had not been fully completed and approved, letters were sent to residents explaining that there were no funds available so we could not proceed and unfortunately there would be no further government funding provided. 
2.5
One recipient of a letter where the grant had not been approved and therefore there is no funding, has contacted the relevant Ward Councillor who advocates that an exception should be made and that the grant is approved even though no funds are available. The property in question has been visited both by the case officer and the Residential Standards Manager.

2.6
The property in question is in a state of disrepair largely as a result of previous  works to remove an internal wall in the kitchen to relocate the bathroom that was situated off the kitchen and works to the staircase damaging an adjoining wall. The removal of the internal wall in the kitchen has resulted in severe damage to the ceiling, floor and walls. The resident of the property has previously suffered with depression and is in receipt of benefits.
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  It is recommended that an exception is not made to approve grant works to the property in question. Other grant applications not approved were for equally if not more serious deficiencies in the properties impacting on the residents.
3.2
The alternative option is to make an exception to approve a grant for this property 

4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendation in this report to refuse the grant is within the Council’s agreed budget.     
5.
Financial Implications
5.1
    The recommendation to refuse the grant does not have any budgetary implications. 
6.
Legal, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
  
None specific.
7.
Recommendation
that no exception is  made to approve grant works to the property in question.   
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