SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVES – PROGRESS REPORT (for Executive Committee 12 July 2010)
	Project
	Progress 2010
	Progress 2011

	National Indicator NI 185 CO2 reduction from TRDC operations.
Provides accurate measurement of council’s carbon footprint.

Possibilities for carbon trading between councils being explored.
	Audited results to SEPSC later in year. Will set targets for further reducing carbon footprint.
	Progress report on achieving further reductions.

	NI 186 Per capita reduction in CO2 emissions in LA area.

Annual reduction in district across agreed sectors (housing, road transport, business). Target for Hertfordshire is 9.1% between 2005 & 2011.
	Three Rivers on course to exceed county target (trend for whole county in view of recession). New targets being set for next three years.
	Review progress towards meeting new targets.

	NI 187 Tackling fuel poverty - % of people receiving income based benefits living in homes with a low energy efficiency rating.

6000 questionnaires sent out in 2009 to homes receiving benefits to assess number of residents at risk of fuel poverty.  Survey returns (853) revealed 213 owner occupiers & 60 private rented tenants eligible for Warm Front grant to upgrade/install heating system.
	Year 2 results submitted for analysis. Uptake has declined. Review 
	Repeat survey annually.

Review uptake.

	NI 188 Adapting to climate change.  Measures council preparedness to manage climate change and risk (e.g. flooding, heat waves, disease, local ecosystems).
	Report submitted to Defra demonstrating level TRDC has achieved. Response awaited. Review in light of response.
	Review progress and report to committee.

	NI 194 Air Quality % reductions in NOx & primary PM10 emissions through local authority’s estate & operations. Identifies authorities that are proactive in minimising air pollution through their activities.
	Calculations made with the aid of central government data
	Review progress and compare results with previous years.

	TRDC’s own Sustainability website
www.ourclimateischanging.com
	Explore host sharing with other districts and Hertfordshire Climate Change Partnership.
	Review progress on host sharing and effectiveness of site.

	Three Rivers Sustainability Action Plan. Sets objectives and targets for whole range of climate change issues.
	Approved by committee in March 2011
	Review and report on achievements.

	Partnership Working

USEA (United Sustainable Energy Agency) helps council compile data for NI 185 & “Cocoon” home insulation scheme.

Educational partnership with Mitsubishi Electric (Europe) continues. Helped secure a second International Green Hero Award.

.
	Submission to Green Organisation citing TRDC’s Sustainability website as a good example of its type.
	Review effectiveness of partnerships.

	The Cocoon & HEEP discounted home insulation schemes.

Pilot scheme to enable eligible households to install loft & cavity wall insulation (grant from CERT – Carbon Emissions Reductions Target). 33% of grant remains unspent.
Council’s work with the Herts & Essex Energy Partnership (HEEP) on discounted insulation and replacement of older boilers.
	Link to & promote unspent grant for solid wall insulation.
	Review uptake on grants by those most in need.

	ISO 14001 Environmental management system. Council is working to secure this international accreditation.
	Submission for accreditation in autumn 2010.
	Ongoing review of systems to ensure continued compliance.

	Photovoltaic array for Watersmeet & Desigo building management system.

Important renewable energy/energy efficiency initiatives by council.
Opportunities for Biomass production.
	Secure installation of PVs and full operation of Desigo system. Review effectiveness of both once fully installed.
Study of TRD woodlands and cost-effectiveness of Biomass technology.
	Review effectiveness and report to committee.
Review progress on Biomass.

	Water Conservation & Solid Wall Insulation.
	Further report to committee on what council can do it itself and what it can promote in the community.

See also Cocoon/HEEP schemes
	Report on targets achieved.

	Carbon Neutral initiative. The challenge of making Three Rivers District Council a “Carbon Neutral” council.
	Investigate and bring further report to committee.
	Review progress and targets.

	Sustainable Transport. Statement of TRDC priorities for inclusion in LTP3, the Hertfordshire Local Transport Plan
	Statement of priorities agreed and included in LTP3.
	Review progress on implementing TRDC’s priorities.
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