SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE –   29 JUNE 2010

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - 12 JULY 2010 
PART   I -   DELEGATED   
8b.  
  SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVES – PROGRESS AND PERFORMANCE UPDATE


  (DCES)

1.
Summary
1.1
  This report details progress to date on a range of schemes and performance indicators previously identified to the Committee, and makes suggestions for future initiatives.

2.
Details

2.1
  Sustainability related National Indicators:
2.2
NI 185 – CO2 reduction from local   authority operations
2.3
Energy consumption data are regularly gathered from all available sources across the Council’s operations. These include, inter alia, invoices for gas, electricity and water consumption relating to all council owned premises, fuel consumption for the respective vehicle fleets and for official mileage undertaken in relation to duties carried out by both Members and staff.

2.4
This relatively time-consuming exercise is being undertaken for the year 2 submission to DECC (Department for Energy & Climate Change), with the assistance of the United Sustainable Energy Agency (USEA), with whom the Council enjoys a technical partnership. The statistical data is entered onto a series of spreadsheets and passed through to the County Council, which is acting as a conduit for energy consumption data from all the Hertfordshire districts, and some other services. The annual deadline for this work to be completed is the end of June, and the County Climate Change Unit collates information data for Hertfordshire and passes it to DECC. This year’s audited results will be presented to the Committee later in the year when they become available.

2.5
The data allows accurate measurement of Three Rivers District Council’s own carbon footprint, and for the first time, we will be able to see a trend against last year’s baseline result. Future reports to the Committee will therefore set out the findings and make suggestions for targets to reduce our carbon footprint further.

2.6
Last year, several of the Beacon Councils (authorities recognised by central government as having expertise in various areas, e.g. carbon reduction) were starting to work on the logistics of creating an internal carbon trading scheme. To date, work is reported as progressing in several of the large Metropolitan authorities, but this has not progressed to a level or scale suitable for adoption by us.  The scheme is driven from the outputs provided from the work undertaken in producing the NI 185 data. The idea is to create a situation where all departments of a particular authority set targets relating to reducing carbon emissions from their own immediate sphere of operation. This idea of an internal carbon economy would see department heads setting and monitoring their department/section’s carbon emissions, along the lines of existing financial budget setting and monitoring. Star Chamber exercises and possible quota trading would form an integral part of the scheme. There is however some discussion underway between several large authorities to consider the possibility of carbon trading between authorities – any progress achieved in this area will be monitored keenly!

2.7
NI 186 – Per capita reduction in CO2 emissions in the LA area

2.8
This indicator potentially provides the greatest challenge to local authorities. It requires a lead from each local authority to reduce the per capita CO2 emissions in the local authority administrative area. The indicator relies on centrally provided data from 2005 (published November 2007) which, in effect, becomes the baseline for all future reporting. The actual indicator being assessed will comprise an annual reduction in CO2 emissions across an agreed set of sectors (housing, road transport, business), measured as a percentage reduction of the per capita CO2 emission from the baseline year. The first submission was made last July. The target for the County of Hertfordshire is a 9.1% reduction between 2005 and 2011, and at the present time, Three Rivers is on course to exceed this level of reduction. This also now appears to be the case throughout the county, and it is most likely this positive performance, in part anyway, is due to the recession, and the effect this has had on emissions emanating from industry and transport, rather than being achieved solely from the results of energy reducing initiatives. Targets are currently being discussed for the next three year reporting period from 2011 – assuming the current recessionary period is behind us by then. Achieving a similar level of reduction over the next term may well prove more of a challenge.

2.9
NI 187 – Tackling fuel poverty - % of people receiving income based benefits living in homes with a low energy efficiency rating

2.10
Meeting this National Indicator requires a very considerable amount of work to meet deadlines. The information gathering process requires that detailed questionnaires be sent out to residents in the district claiming benefits – Council Tax Benefit, Housing Benefit etc. Just over 6000 questionnaires were sent out in early 2009, with 853 being returned. The questionnaire was designed to discover just how many of our residents may be at risk of suffering fuel poverty. The Carbon Action Network – East (CAN-E) provided administrative support and technical advice to ensure the timescale was achieved.

2.11
Fuel poverty is defined by the need to spend 10% or more of household income to maintain an adequate level of warmth. An adequate level of warmth follows World Health Organisation guidelines of maintaining a temperature of 21°C in the main living areas and 18°C in other areas of the dwelling.

2.12
The Council is obliged to repeat this information gathering process annually. It is therefore vitally important for us to demonstrate that we are able to respond positively to the receipt of information, which may indicate the respondents are facing fuel poverty. Analysis of the Three Rivers returns for Yr.1 found that 213 owner occupiers and 60 private rented tenants were eligible to receive a grant of up to £3,500 per dwelling to install/upgrade gas fired central heating (£6,000 if an oil fired system is being replaced). This grant funding is provided via Warm Front (a central government funded initiative) and meant that Three Rivers District Council households were eligible to receive over £900,000, generated from the Yr.1 exercise to combat fuel poverty. The Yr.2 results have been submitted to the central government hub following completion of this year’s mail out exercise. The results are currently being analysed, however, it is clear from the initial returns that the number of people receiving benefits living in homes with a low energy efficiency rating, have reduced from 7.51% last year to 4.66% this year.

2.13
NI 188 – Adapting to Climate Change

2.14
This National Indicator seeks to ensure local authority preparedness to manage risks to individuals, communities and businesses from a changing climate and to make the most of new opportunities. The indicator measures progress on assessing and managing climate risks and opportunities, and measures to incorporate appropriate action into local authority strategic planning. The risks and opportunities might include flooding, heat waves, changing patterns of disease, impact on local ecosystems; changing demand for and scope to grow new crops; reduction in heating bills and increased tourism.

2.15
Local authorities are asked to report the level they have reached on a scale of 0 to 4. Most authorities, including Three Rivers, reported operating at level 0 in 2009.  Since last year’s submission, a considerable amount of work has been put into assessing our risks and vulnerabilities to a changing climate. We have also completed a Local Climate Impacts Profile, (LCLIP) with the help of the United Sustainable Energy Agency, to begin managing the process of adapting to Climate Change. On the basis of the work undertaken over the last year, we have submitted a return demonstrating working now at level one.  This submission was made to Defra, with copies to the Eastern Regional Office at Cambridge on 28th May and at the time of writing this report, we are awaiting confirmation of the level one status.

2.16
NI 194 – Air Quality - % reduction in NOx and primary PM10 emissions through local authority’s estate and operations
2.17
The technical definitions for this indicator are, inevitably, detailed and scientific and look at measuring such things as the oxides of nitrogen, airborne particulate matter, fuel mix used by vehicles and machinery etc. The indicator seeks to identify authorities that are proactive in minimising significant air pollution emissions through their actions, measures and leading by example. 

2.18
This indicator is directly linked to the activity identified by NI 185, and calculations will be made with the aid of central government conversion data.

2.19
Other Initiatives:
2.20
Sustainability Website
2.21
The Council launched the new website www.ourclimateischanging.com in November 2009.

2.22
The website is externally hosted. Whilst work is under way to upgrade the Council’s main website, the key to the sustainable site is that it is extremely interactive, allowing searchers to move rapidly between it (which will in itself be linked to the Council’s main site) and other third party, climate-related sites (both central government and a wide range of private and third sector organisations) and back again. The flexibility required to cope with the anticipated hit rate, together with regular major updating, means that for the short term anyway the host will be an external one.

2.23
The site has been very well received. The Hertfordshire Climate Change Partnership has indicated that it would be very interested in piggy-backing in some form, as the site is proving particularly flexible, with its links to other climate change organisations. Several other district councils have also asked if we would consider some form of host sharing. Members may wish to offer their views in this regard.

2.24
Three Rivers Sustainability Action Plan (SAP)

2.25
The SAP was approved by the Council in March 2010 and forms an integral part of our current and proposed initiatives. It will, in effect, underpin our future strategic work in the sustainable arena, and will be of significant value in supporting both partnerships and future external assessments of Council performance.

2.26
The SAP has clear objectives and targets which will be reviewed and updated each year. It can be viewed on the main Council website via the following link http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/Default.aspx/Web/ClimateChange.

2.27
Partnership Working
2.28
We are continuing to work with existing partners and will be developing new arrangements where our interests can be best served. The working relationship with USEA (United Sustainable Energy Agency – formerly the Milton Keynes Energy Agency) continues to develop. USEA staff are helping compile and produce calculations in support of NI 185. Frequent technical energy-related enquiries from the public are passed to USEA to follow up on our behalf. USEA staff are also handling the day-to-day administration of the “Cocoon” discount home insulation scheme q.v.

2.29
The educational partnership with Mitsubishi Electric (Europe), based around the retrofit of the ground source heat pump to the previously failing air conditioning system in Three Rivers House, continues from time to time. We host viewings of the Council’s installation in Three Rivers House which are well received. 

2.30
The partnership was also successful in achieving a second International Green Hero Award, this time in partnership with Mitsubishi (the first was in recognition of our work in saving the Withey Beds and setting it up as a local Nature Reserve several years ago). The award is part Government sponsored and the project is included on a CD of similar examples of best practice, which is then distributed throughout Europe, parts of the USA and Far East. This year, a submission is being made to the Green Organisation citing our Sustainability Web Site, and members will be kept informed of progress in this regard.

2.31
The Cocoon and HEEP discounted home insulation schemes:

2.32
The very latest figures for this trial scheme are set out below for information. Members of the Committee will recall (minute no SE 56/08) that a sum of £17,000 (received from CERT grant – the Carbon Emissions Reduction Target) was allocated to this pilot scheme to enable eligible households in the District to install loft and cavity wall insulation for £99 each. 
In summary, so far we have paid £9,222.38 of this grant money out to installers. That has been supported by £22,843.62 of CERT money, and £12,724.67 at a ratio of 3.9:1 for the money provided by the Council.

In the process, 97 households have been insulated, which is estimated to save 57 tonnes of CO2 per annum for the next 40 years at a cost of £171.52 per tonne of CO2 saved.

33% of the grant remains unspent at present, and we are currently considering ways to increase the take up of this money.

The Council also works closely with the Energy Savings Trust advice centre Herts and Essex Energy Partnership, (HEEP, based in Witham, Essex) which is run on behalf of central government, by Climate Energy LTD.) HEEP have been promoting their discounted insulation scheme which is already proving popular with our residents’ – the HEEP discounted insulation scheme has several advantages over the Cocoon scheme – from the Council’s point of view, the scheme is funded for a three year period (subject to any forthcoming spending review), and a basic cavity wall or loft insulation installation is available to qualifying residents’ for £99, without the need for any subsidy from the Council being required to bring it down to this level. However, the scheme also has other advantages in that it provides grant to replace certain types of older boilers, and will consider submissions for grant toward solid wall insulation and other specialist measures.

HEEP is also currently working with National Energy Action, (NEA, based in Newcastle), trialling various types of solid wall insulation. It is hoped that once these trials are completed, HEEP will be able to promote solid wall insulation with discounted support as a mainstream project. This will be of particular interest to us, as many of our residents live in properties constructed with solid walls, and it is these properties which tend to score so poorly on the SAP rating assessment.

2.33
ISO 14001 Certification

2.34
The Council is seeking appropriate accreditation to a recognised environmental management system and is well-advanced in the process of securing the recognised standard ISO 14001.

2.35
ISO 14001 was first published in 1996 and it specifies the requirements for an organisation’s environmental system. It applies to those environmental aspects over which an organisation has control and where it can be expected to exert influence.

2.36
The standard is applicable to any organisation that wishes to:

· Implement, maintain and improve an environmental management system (EMS).

· Make sure it is meeting its own stated environmental policy

· Demonstrate conformance

· Ensure compliance with environmental laws and regulations

· Seek certification of its EMS by an authorised external certification body.

2.37
A benchmarking exercise was been undertaken with the help of an external consultant to establish our current position in relation to achieving ISO14001. Since then a small working group has been preparing the case for submission, supported by an external facilitator. The formal assessment is expected in October 2010 and Members will be kept informed of progress.

2.38
We had proposed to join the Public Sector Environmental Management System (EMS) National Network. This organisation was set up in 2006 by Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council with support from Defra. The main purpose of the network was to encourage and assist more public sector bodies to implement a formal environmental management system certified to national, European or international standard. Kirklees Council has been awarded a Green Apple Award and Beacon status for this pioneering work. Unfortunately, due to a recent financial review at Kirklees, the Metropolitan Borough Council has decided to concentrate on improving further, services within their area, and is no longer supporting a national EMS network.

2.39
Current Investigations and Research:

2.40
We are currently investigating the practicality of a variety of schemes which will be presented in detail to this Committee for endorsement if the preliminary investigations show promise.

2.41
Large scale photo voltaic (PV) array for Watersmeet and the Desigo building management system.

2.42
Further discussions have taken place with British Gas concerning the possibility of subsidising the previously approved installation of a large PV array on Watersmeet’s roof. There is a funding stream available for subsidising the installation of these systems to some public buildings and this is being actively pursued.

2.43
Some grant aid is available for developing Biomass production. As reported previously, the Council owns and manages significant areas of woodland, which in turn requires lopping and trimming work from time to time. Biomass boiler technology has advanced considerably over the last five years or so and such equipment could be included in our whole life costing replacement programme if we had a ready supply of material to burn provided from our own land holdings. It is proposed that a study of our woodland holdings is undertaken to establish the likely quantities of wood that would be available on a sustainable basis to go toward biomass fuel production. We are currently approaching our partners, USEA and HEEP to seek assistance in this regard.

2.44
The Council had the foresight to introduce a Building Management System (BMS) nearly ten years ago. This system has been expanded over the intervening years and we have now introduced the Desigo “high energy efficiency” building management system which controls all the heating, ventilation and lighting systems for Three Rivers House and Basing House. It links with “smart meters”, to allow much more immediate and more accurate control of our energy consumption. Other remote buildings, for example, William Penn sports complex will be added to this system as budgets allow.

2.45
Water Conservation and Solid Wall Insulation
2.46
As mentioned elsewhere in the report, HEEP are currently looking into the performance of several new solid wall insulation products which are effectively applied to internal walls rather like a sheet of wall paper. The insulation values of these products have been considerably improved over previous systems and are designed in a manner to be easily applied - painted or wallpapered after installation. The draw back to all of these systems is, unfortunately, the cost – many work out nearly 10 times the cost of a typical cavity insulation for example. If discount support does become readily available for this type of installation, it is anticipated that there will be a huge demand for it from within our district.

2..47
The Council continues to replace older water fittings with new, low usage ones as part of the ongoing upgrade of fixtures and fittings linked to the whole life costing programme. Discussions are being held with Veolia and shortly with Thames Water to explore promotion initiatives to reduce water usage in our area – these discussions will be reported at a later date to the Committee.

2.48
Thermal Imaging

2.49
Members will recall that we commenced a pilot scheme last winter to see if residents would be interested in having infra red photos taken of their properties (for a small fee - £20) to establish the efficiency of their insulation. Just over 100 responded and 33 surveys were completed. It is fair to say that the pilot was only a partial success – unfortunately, the survey format (staff attending at each property and meeting the homeowner, survey form filling and general discussions with residents) took an inordinate amount of time. The camera also developed a technical fault which delayed the remaining surveys (which had to be fitted in around scheduled work) by which time the ambient temperature had risen too much to give useful readings. Residents not having received a visit have been contacted and will be seen when temperatures fall again later this year. Meanwhile, discussions have been held with HEEP concerning the use of a company dealing in large scale infra red assessment – It will be possible to have the whole district surveyed in about 3 months, and at no cost to the Council – the surveys involve specially equipped vans driving around at night filming properties from the road. This proposal will be brought to the Committee later this year for detailed consideration.

2.50
Sustainable Transport
2.51
The Council’s sustainable transport programme was approved by committee in March 2010.  Based on this, a statement of the District Council’s transport priorities has been prepared for the Hertfordshire Local Transport Plan (LTP3) (Appendix 1). The following update on schemes is provided.

2.52
Safe cycle routes
2.53
The second phase of the Green Street cycle route was under construction at the time this report was prepared. The priority for cycle way improvement in 2010/11 is the A412 corridor through Mill End. Options are currently being assessed.

2.54
TravelSmart
2.55
Sustrans, the sustainable transport action group, with support from this Council and Hertfordshire County Council will be carrying out travel surveys with 2,500 households in Croxley in September 2010. The purpose of the initiative is to encourage residents to make sustainable transport choices and to reduce car use. There will be councillor briefings and reports back as the project proceeds.

2.56
Future Initiatives

2.57
It is vitally important that Three Rivers continues to drive forward the carbon reduction agenda. The work underway, and detailed in the report, illustrates the high level of commitment the Council is giving to ensure one of its strategic priorities is met. However, we need to be constantly looking for new opportunities and initiatives, and it is proposed that we consider the challenge to make Three Rivers District Council a “Carbon neutral council”. We are talking to several of the Councils who have declared this as a target, and a detailed report will be brought to the committee later this year setting out the mechanisms used by these leading authorities.

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  The objective of the Sustainability section is to tackle climate change locally and make a measurable difference   through all the services we provide. The programme remains based upon the Council’s objectives for sustainability as set out in the Strategic Plan, and on the new National Indicators of performance. It thus relates to relevant service plans and budgets.

4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets. The relevant Council’s objective as set down in the Strategic Plan is to maintain a high quality local environment and reduce the carbon footprint of the district.
 It was approved by Council on 16 February 2010.  
  5
Financial Implications
  5.1
None specific.

6.
Legal Implications
6.1
  None specific.

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1
Relevance Test

	Has a relevance test been completed for Equality Impact?


	Yes 

	Did the relevance test conclude a full impact assessment was required?


	No 


8.
Staffing Implications
8.1
  The data gathering in support of NI 185/187/194 could not have been achieved without the respective external input from CAN-E and USEA. This was provided on a fee basis which was met from existing budgets. The National Indicator returns are required annually and the availability and cost effectiveness of using external help will be kept under review.  
9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
  As set out in the body of the report.

10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
  None specific.

11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
  None specific.

12.
Communications and Website Implications
12.1
  See 2.20 above (the “Our Climate is Changing” website)

13.
Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications

13.1
The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http://www.threerivers.gov.uk.  In addition, the risks of the proposals in the report have also been assessed against the Council’s duties under Health and Safety legislation relating to employees, visitors and persons affected by our operations.  The risk management implications of this report are detailed below.

13.2
The subject of this report is covered by the  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Sustainability service plan.  Any risks resulting from this report will be included in the risk register and, if necessary, managed within this plan.

13.3
The following table gives the risks if the recommendation(s) are agreed, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood: 

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	1
	The carbon footprint for Council properties and the district as a whole will not be reduced because of factors beyond this Council’s control
	III
	C


13.4
The following table gives the risks that would exist if the recommendation is rejected, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood:

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	2
	The Council may lose the opportunity to influence opportunities for securing carbon reduction and renewable energy.
	III
	C


13.5
The risks detailed above are already managed within a service plan.

13.6
The above risks are plotted on the matrix below depending on the scored assessments of impact and likelihood, detailed definitions of which are included in the risk management strategy. The Council has determined its aversion to risk and is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are plotted in the shaded area of the matrix. The remaining risks require a treatment plan. 
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13.7
In the officers’ opinion none of the new risks above, were they to come about, would seriously prejudice the achievement of the Strategic Plan and are therefore operational risks.  The effectiveness of treatment plans are reviewed by the Audit Committee annually.

14.  
Recommendation
14.1
The Committee is asked to note the report and comment on the priorities identified.

Report prepared by:
  Nick Dimbleby, Head of Sustainability; Peter Kerr, Principal Projects Manager

Data Quality


Data sources:


 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Data collated by the United Sustainable Energy Agency ref TRDC operations.


Recipients of Council Tax and Housing Benefits. 



Data checked by:  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Nick Dimbleby, Head of Sustainability and Clay Charles, Mechanical and Electrical Engineer


Data rating: 
	1
	Poor
	

	2
	Sufficient
	

	3
	High
	√



Background Papers


  None.


The recommendations contained in this report DO NOT constitute a KEY DECISION. 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Statement by Three Rivers District Council for Ltp3, the Hertfordshire Local Transport Plan - 

  APPENDIX 1

STATEMENT BY THREE RIVERS DISTRICT COUNCIL

 FOR LTP3, THE HERTFORDSHIRE LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN
	REQUIREMENT
	DISTRICT/BOROUGH RESPONSE

	Commitment Statement:
(the district/borough’s commitment to delivering LTP3 and integrated transport)
	Three Rivers District Council supports the County Council in delivering LTP3 through sustainable, integrated transport. The Council’s policies are set down in the Three Rivers Local Development Framework and the Sustainability Action Plan.
This Council will promote transport measures identified in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan in partnership with Hertfordshire County Council, the Highways Agency and transport providers. 



	Contribution to HCC Goals:
(how district/boroughs transport strategies will contribute in delivering the HCC Goals and Challenges)
	Support economic development and the planned dwelling growth.
The Council will promote a programme of shopping centre enhancements to support the local economy and local communities.

Development proposals in Three Rivers will be expected to contribute to the delivery of sustainable transport and travel measures identified as necessary for the development, either on-site as part of the development or through contributions to off-site provision as appropriate. 

.

	
	Improve transport opportunities for all and achieve 
behavioural change in mode choice.

The District Council regards provision for interchange and access by public transport, walking and cycling as particularly important.

Every opportunity will need to be taken to integrate means of travel. The following transport and travel measures will be supported at appropriate locations across the District, and development will need to consider the provision of measures and facilities that encourage integration including: 

a) Secure cycle parking

b) A safe network for pedestrians

c) Taxi ranks

d) A layout to enable convenient access for buses

e) Provision of covered waiting facilities

f) Improvements to transport hubs within and including the provision of Mobi-Hubs where appropriate

g) Links to and from the Grand Union Canal towpath

h) Links to and from railway stations.



	
	Enhance the quality of life and the healthy natural environment of all Hertfordshire residents
The District Council will support greener and healthier forms of travel through its policies for tackling climate change set down in the Three Rivers Sustainability Action Plan.

Measures in the Council’s Sustainability Action Plan include: - 

· Improved air quality management

· Control over polluters

· Promotion of cleaner fuels and vehicles fleets

· Promotion of green travel plans by services, businesses and schools

· Support for TravelSmart

· Improved cycling and walking networks



	
	Improve the safety and security of residents
The Council’s policies as set down in the Local Development Framework seek to ensure that all development should be designed and located to minimise the impacts of travel by motor vehicle on the District. In particular, major development will be expected to be located in areas highly accessible by the most sustainable modes of transport, and to people of all abilities in a socially inclusive and safe manner.



	
	Reduce transport’s contribution to greenhouse gas emissions
The Council will promote greener and healthier forms of travel, and in particular supports cycling, walking and good public transport within sustainable patterns of development, through the LDF and Sustainability Action Plan.


	Significant schemes and actions over the next 5  LTP3 period 
(2011 – 2031):


	The Council supports the Croxley Rail Link to achieve improved access to public transport, to facilities in Watford, reduce traffic congestion, improve transport links to London, and provide future opportunities for services from Watford to Rickmansworth and beyond.
The Council’s transport priorities are to achieve: - 

· Better and integrated bus and rail services

· Safer cycle routes

· “Smart” travel choices to cut carbon emissions and reduce car use

· Cleaner vehicle fleets

· Green Travel Plans for service providers, schools and businesses

· Parking management as part of an integrated approach to sustainable transport





Form a – Relevance Test – Sustainability Initiatives

	Function/Service Being Assessed:


1. Populations served/affected:

√ Universal (service covering all residents)?

             FORMCHECKBOX 
 Targeted (service aimed at a section of the community –please indicate which)? 

2. Is it relevant to the general duty? (See Q and A for definition of ‘general duty’)

Which of these three aspects does the function relate to (if any)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 – Eliminating Discrimination  

√ 2 – Promoting Equality of Opportunity

√ 3 – Promoting good relations   

Is there any evidence or reason to believe that some groups could be differently affected?


√ Yes 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
   

Which equality categories are affected?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Race

√ Age

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sexual Orientation

√ Disability

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gender

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Religion

3. What is the degree of relevance?

In your view, is the information you have on each category adequate to make a decision about relevance?

√ Yes (specify which categories) however, we need to monitor to ensure that vulnerable groups have access to good information.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No (specify which categories)

Are there any triggers for this review (for example is there any public concern that functions/services are being operated in a discriminatory manner?) If yes please indicate which:

√ Yes Any scheme can result in concern that people with disabilities may be disadvantaged by not receiving sufficient help to make informed choices.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

4. Conclusion 

On the basis of the relevance test would you say that there is evidence that a medium or high detrimental impact is likely? (See below for definition)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

√ No

Note: if a medium or high detrimental impact has been identified then a full impact assessment must be undertaken using Form B.

Completed forms should be attached as an appendix to the relevant report and a copy sent to the Community Partnerships Unit in Corporate Development, Strategic Services.

Definition of Low, Medium or High detrimental impact.
For any one (or more) equality group the following evidence is found:

	
	Evidence may come from one or more of the following sources:

· Local service data

· Data from a similar authority (including their EIA)

· Customer feedback

· Stakeholder feedback

· National or regional research

	High Relevance
	There evidence shows a clear disparity between different sections of the community in one or more of:

· levels of service access;

· quality of service received; or

· outcomes of service.

	Medium Relevance
	The evidence is unclear (or there is no evidence) if there is any disparity in terms of:

· levels of service access;

· quality of service received; or

· outcomes of service.

	Low Relevance
	The evidence shows clearly there is no disparity in terms of:

· levels of service access;

· quality of service received; or

· outcomes of service. 
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