PUBLIC SERVICES AND HEALTH POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE –   17 JUNE 2010
  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 12 JULY 2010

PART   I - NOT DELEGATED 

9a.  
  PRIVATE WATER SUPPLY REGULATIONS 2009

  (DCES)
1.
Summary
1.1
  To advise Members of the Private Water Supply Regulations 2009 that came into force on 1 January 2010 and the schedule of fees that the Council may charge for risk assessments, investigations, sampling and analysis.
2.
Details

2.1
  Prior to 1 January 2010, the Private Water Supply Regulations 1991 were in force under which the Council carried out routine monitoring on an annual basis for set parameters. The Council were unable to recover costs of officer time or laboratory analysis costs.
2.2
The new Regulations attach greater emphasis on proactive measures including identifying potential hazards and the risk of those hazards occurring and measures to prevent those risks. In addition to identifying and sampling supplies to domestic and business premises as under the 1991Regulations, private distribution systems where water is supplied to one point and then distributed further on e.g. industrial estates is included in the new Regulations. In respect of supplies to single domestic premises, the Council no longer has a duty to sample such supplies unless the resident specifically requests so and they would then be liable for the cost.
2.3
Although the Regulations came into force on 1 January 2010, the guidance was not issued until March and there is still further clarification awaited in respect of some issues such as private distribution systems. 
2.4 The Regulations sets maximum fees that the Council may charge in respect of:












  £

· Risk assessments 





500

· Sampling (each visit)




100

· Investigation if adverse sampling results are received 
100
· Analysing a sample 

· Basic parameters




  25

· Check monitoring – frequent sampling for very




   important parameters




100
·    Audit monitoring  - less frequent sampling for

       other parameters




100
2.5
The on cost hourly rate to the Council provided by Accountancy is £30.
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  As all additional work will be carried out within existing resources and laboratory costs incurred, an hourly rate of £30 to be charged up to the maximum amounts specified in Paragraph 2.4.
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.  

5.
  Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website and Health & Safety Implications
5.1  
None specific.

6.
Financial Implications
6.1 There should be no revenue cash implications in respect of costs incurred in laboratory analysis of water samples as the Council will recharge up to the maximum limit. Veolia Water (our agreed accredited laboratory) is currently scheduling their charges in light of the new Regulations.

6.2 The risk assessments and more comprehensive sampling will be undertaken within existing resources so there will be cashable and non cashable efficiency savings. At present the amount of efficiency savings cannot be defined.
7.
Staffing Implications
7.1
The requirements of the new Private Water Supply Regulations will be carried out within existing resources.  
8.
Risk Management
8.1
The subject of this report is covered by the Environmental Health ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT  service plan. 

8.2
There are no risks to the Council in agreeing the recommendation.
8.3
There are no risks to the Council in rejecting the recommendation.
9.  
Recommendation

9.1
That Members make any comments on this report to Executive Committee,


To Executive Committee

9.2
That   an hourly rate of £30 is charged for risk assessment, sampling and investigations up to the maximum amounts specified in the Regulations, and
9.3
That the costs incurred in laboratory analysis of water samples are recharged up to the maximum amounts specified in the Regulations

Report prepared by:
  Gloria Gillespie, Residential Standards Manager
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