  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 20 JUNE 2011

PART I – DELEGATED

8.  
CONSIDERATION OF   RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


Summary


  

  To receive the recommendations of the Sustainable Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee held on 14 June 2011 in relation to the following items on the agenda for the Executive Committee on 20 June 2011.


Agenda Item 8a – New Parking Schemes

Members raised the following issues:

· that the double yellow line prohibition in the upper part of Valley Road, Rickmansworth be changed to single yellow line restrictions on both sides, operating between 9 and 10am on one side and between 10 and 11 am on the other, to prevent commuter parking.

· that  the proposed prohibitions on both sides of Parrotts Close, Croxley Green were unnecessarily severe and not as urgent as some other locations

· that the measures proposed for Capell Way were unpopular with residents and considered unnecessary.

· that the traffic and parking situation in High Elms Lane from the A405 junction to a point beyond the entrance to Parmiter’s School required a comprehensive survey in order to resolve serious congestion problems, especially at the entrance to the Crematorium, where parking by parents at 4pm was obstructing the movement of hearses.


That the Executive Committee be recommended:



that, subject to completion of the formal consultation and to the views of Members set out above, the proposed parking schemes for the areas listed in the appendices to the report be implemented.

Agenda Item 8b – Croxley Rail Link Public Consultation

Members supported the retention of the existing embankment serving the former Croxley Station to provide effective noise mitigation.  They noted that there was extensive support from the public and local schools in Three Rivers for keeping open Watford Metropolitan Station which was used by many pupils to travel to school and whose loss would lead to increased road traffic and asked that strong representations should be made that the Station be kept open.  They also observed that, although the consultation document stated that the construction of the viaduct at Baldwins Lane would have no impact on the potential provision of a new school on land at Baldwins Lane, if this was decided by the County Council, the impact would in fact be severe as the two developments would be taking place during the same time-period.


That the Executive Committee be recommended:



that,   subject to the final response being delegated to the Director for Communities and Environment in consultation with the Portfolio Holder and Ward Councillors, the Council’s response to the public consultation on the Croxley Rail Link be as set out in paragraphs 2.10.1 – 2.10.12 of this report, together with the comments by Members set out above relating to the retention of Watford Metropolitan Station and the existing embankment and the potential impact on the area if a new school were to be provided at Baldwins Lane.


Agenda Item 8c – Localism Bill – Housing Reform
that the Executive Committee be recommended:


(1)
that Members approve the approach taken by officers and the timescales contained in the report;

(2)
That officers seek Members’ approval of the draft District Strategic Tenancy Policy prior to consultation in June 2012; and

(3)
That officers continue to work with HCH LA partners to share knowledge and where possible develop a common approach to their Strategic Tenancy Policy including consultation with locally operating Registered Providers.
Agenda Item 8d – Hertfordshire’s Draft Bus Strategy and Intalink Strategy Consultation

Members noted that the Strategy documents lacked detail on local services.  They considered that the following comments should be included in the Councils’ response:

· the Strategy documents made no reference to schools bus services, which were a vital part of any bus provision and which were threatened by funding reductions.

· there was concern about the frequency and reliability of local services; in particular about late evening services, which, if they did not run, would leave people stranded.  This could deter people from using bus services;

· the distance of bus stops from people’s homes and destinations and the  length of waiting times between services were important factors in determining whether or not people found using bus services an attractive alternative to car transport – efforts should be made to minimise waiting times;

· the Council should be notified in advance of every change of provider;

· all moneys such as Section 106 contributions which were available for road safety purposes should be used directly for measures to make roads and footways safer and/or to encourage walking and cycling rather than for measures such as real-time information at bus stops. Information screens could be made self-financing from advertising revenue.

That the Executive Committee be recommended:


that the Council comments on the Hertfordshire Draft Bus Strategy, the draft Intalink Strategy and associated documents as set out in section 2 of the report, together with the comments made by Members and set out above.


Agenda Item 8e – Transport Programme 2011 - 2012

Members made the following points:

· there was no safe means of walking or cycling along Tolpits Lane for pupils from Batchworth attending Westfields School; and
· as the District Council was part-funding bus routes R16 and R17, it should have a greater say in where these routes ran.  At present no route ran along Oxhey Lane so part of Carpenders Park had no bus service.


The Principal Projects Manager took note of these points and undertook to raise the issues with the Passenger Transport Unit.  He advised that solving them might require additional funding.


That the Executive Committee be recommended:


that the programme set out in the report be agreed, together with the comments from Members set out above.

Report prepared by:-
Peter Kerr, Principal Projects Manager

Nyack Semelo-Shaw, Head of Housing Needs and Strategy





Chris Fagan, Committee Manager.


Background Papers

Agenda Papers and Minutes from the Sustainable Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee – 14 June 2011.
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