Appendix B 

Localism Bill Housing Reform – Approach and Timeframe

	Provisions in the Localism Bill 


	Approach and timeframe 



	Flexible/fixed term tenancies. 

Discharge of duty to homeless households into the private rented sector. 

Revise criteria for accessing Housing Needs Register, including  local connection criteria, issuing written notice and providing a right to appeal to prospective applicants excluded. 

Review social housing tenants on Housing Needs Register not in a statutory preference category and consider developing an alternative mechanism for tenants seeking transfer to move 
New affordable rent product

	Combine forthcoming Allocations Review with a consultation on Localism Bill permissive powers. 

Start policy development eg discharge of duty to homeless applicants  in May 2011. 
Commission/start affordability study HARI or HCH  June 2011
Consider developing Social Lettings Agency for private sector landlords December 2011
Revise and consult on  Allocations Policy in April 2012. 
Seek members approval of Draft District Tenancy Strategy for consultation  June 2012
Rationale 

· There is a strong relationship between type of tenancy and allocations. The Allocation process determines who has access to the homes available and a tenancy policy determines what types of homes are available. 

·  Allocations review will attract wide stakeholder involvement 

· Although need to ensure consultation process is not too complex. 



	Tenancy strategy 


	Needs to be in place by autumn 2012. Start consultation in April 2012 and publish strategy in Autumn 2012. 

Rationale 

· Benefit of having established a revised Housing Allocation Policy. 



	Improve the systems for mutual exchange and extend opportunity for mobility generally.   

	Position and infrastructure to be ready by enactment of relevant section of Localism Bill. 

Rationale 

· HCH has received government funding to lead a project in the social housing mobility vanguard programme
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