PUBLIC CONSULTATION
THE THREE RIVERS DISTRICT COUNCIL (KINDERSLEY WAY AND ABBOTS ROAD, ABBOTS LANGLEY) (WAITING RESTRICTIONS) ORDER 2010

Ends on:  26 FEBRUARY 2010     (Reference “PK/Kindersley Way”)   ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
	Address
	Comments
	Officer recommendation

	Kindersley Way
	I wish to object to the proposed waiting restrictions in Kindersley Way. 

During over 20 years residence at this address I have never used the drive for parking because there is limited space and it runs steeply downhill. If the Order is made I will be unable to park outside or near to my house during the restricted times. This means I will not be able to leave my car there whilst I walk to the village or elsewhere or catch the train. If I am at home I will have to remember to move the car twice between 1pm and 3pm. I do not understand how this restriction on my present parking arrangements is supposed to secure adequate parking for me as a resident as suggested by you.

If several residents and their visitors are all moving their cars twice from one side of the road to another at the same time isn’t this likely to prevent the free movement of traffic in the road rather than help it as suggested by you? Isn’t there also an environmental effect by causing needless additional driving?

If I along with others have to park further up the road surely this will only give rise to pressure on spaces there?

It seems to me that the only residents who may benefit from this proposal are those residents within the restricted section who have accessible and adequate parking within their properties. They will not be directly affected but may find that less people park outside their property. For everyone else the proposal is going to cause difficulties without offering any benefit to them or to passing traffic. I don’t see how this possible minor benefit for a few residents can possibly justify imposing these restrictions. 

If you wished to consult on this proposal as stated in the letter it would have been less expensive and preferable to have done so without going to the lengths of giving notice of a proposed Order. The proposal has not been thought through and clearly will not achieve the objectives you say it will.

	

	Kindersley Way
	I wish to object to the proposed waiting restrictions in Kindersley Way. 

The proposals will affect my current ability to park outside my home during the day.  I cannot see any good reason to impose further restrictions.  As this house is immediately next to the present waiting restrictions it must be the house most likely to be affected by any present parking problems as people wish to park in the lower part of the road will park outside here first. I find that even when I can’t park immediately outside I’m able to park within a very short distance.  I can’t see how any other residents can be affected any more than this currently.  However if these proposed restrictions are brought in I will have to either be prepared to move my car twice during the day when at home or have to park much further up the road.  I do not understand why it is said that the restrictions will assist parking for residents when it will have the complete opposite effect.
I haven’t seen any evidence of obstruction to traffic.  The length of road on which the additional restrictions are proposed is straight with good sight lines and there seems no logical reason to suggest that the restrictions are needed to aid the free movement of traffic.  If residents in this part of the road and their visitors have to park further up the road this will cause pressure on spaces there and the knock on effect could make the parking around the bend at the top of the road, where the sight lines aren’t good, worse than it is at present.

I don’t think this proposal has been properly considered. It will not achieve its stated objections and is simply not necessary. 
	

	Kindersley Way
	We have the one car, leaving it each night in the driveway, off the road, for its own safety and general road safety/clearance. I also take great care of the grass verge outside, as does my neighbour.  We do this by placing a couple of wooden logs to prevent a car parking on the grass verge. Occasionally a car will stop/park outside on the road.  That’s not a problem when it’s only for a short time, a visit to a friend/relation.  

However, when I see a driver park outside and take a ten minute walk to the station where there is sufficient parking, that’s a different matter. These cars are left as long as 12 hours a day 5 days a week.   if parking restrictions are to be made on Kindersley Way/Abbots Road they have to be made all the way on the roads otherwise the “lazy drivers” will just park further up/down the already congested roads.  This doesn’t solve the problem but only moves it along outside somebody else’s house. 
Imagine the scene on a working winter’s morning, a parent off with children loaded in the car and non residents parking either side of the driveway – blocking view either way and creating potential accidents.  The number of times these cars have parked, without consideration, just over the driveway, or at a careless angle as they were in a rush to catch the train!

With regard to other cars parking on Kindersley Way, i.e. residents leaving their own cars on the road, that’s a different problem that once again the single yellow line all the way down both roads would solve.   However, instead of penalising the residents of these roads, perhaps it would be a novel idea to support them!  Maybe it is time to consider residents parking permits, or the council – we are constantly being told to be more “green” – could encourage those drivers to use the station car park and public transport by offering free or concessions/incentives on station car park rates.  
	

	Furtherfield

Abbots Langley 
	I wish to object to the proposed Waiting Restrictions Order relating to Kindersley Way.

I have read the Statement of Reasons for making the Order and do not see how these meet the requirements of s1 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 in that they do not demonstrate adequate justification for suggesting that the proposed restrictions are needed for avoiding danger, preventing damage or facilitating passage which are the only possible grounds which could apply.

In particular the following clarification is requested:

1
The Statement contends that “it has been reported that the existing waiting restrictions are not sufficient to prevent obstruction and inconsiderate parking particularly at peak times”

a) Who has reported this and what steps have been taken to verify the reports?

b) What obstruction has been caused? Kindersley Way is a much wider road than many others in Abbots Langley. If the parking in narrow roads such as Breakspeare Road, Lauderdale Road and others is acceptable why is it unacceptable in Kindersley Way?

c) What is meant by inconsiderate parking? How will this be alleviated?

d) What are the peak times in relation to Kindersley Way and what is their relevance? – it is not a through route, nor is it heavily trafficked. 

2
The Statement goes on to state that the restrictions are intended “to secure suitable and adequate parking facilities for residents on Kindersley Way”

a) How is it suggested that imposing additional restrictions preventing residents from parking during specified periods of the day will secure suitable parking facilities? 

b) Residents will be unable to park their vehicles in the road during the day without having to move them from side to side during the middle of the day. This will prevent parking by any resident who is not at home during the prohibited periods – what is the justification for this clear discriminatory provision against residents who wish to park their cars in the road whilst they are away from home during the day whether by reason of work, leisure or other reason?

3
The Statement then contends that the restrictions are intended to ensure the expeditious, convenient and free movement of traffic

How do restrictions that relate to only part of the day make any difference to any alleged difficulties for traffic? 

My own interest in the proposed Order is as a regular visitor to relatives in the affected part of Kindersley Way during the day. If implemented the restrictions will cause at the least the inconvenience for me of having to be aware of the time so that I can move my car twice during the middle of the day; and more significantly the inability to leave my car whilst I and my relatives take a walk during the day; or take a trip by train. This clearly does not facilitate parking facilities for residents. I do not see how my parking to visit residents is inconsiderate parking or causes obstruction as suggested by the Statement of Reasons. If I cannot park in the restricted section I will park beyond nos. 29 and 38. As no doubt other will also need to do this the result will be simply to increase the pressure on space in the unrestricted part of the road which again will make it more difficult for residents there to park. This is the opposite of the stated intent of the Order. 

4           When the original Order was made in 2005 which understandably prohibited parking that potentially affected safety near the bend in the road it must have been considered that there was no need to extend the prohibition beyond this. What has changed since to support the additional proposed restrictions?  

My belief is that the sole reason for the proposal is the view held by some residents that no-one other than the house owner should park outside their house. I have myself been accosted in an aggressive and unpleasant manner more than once by a resident who apparently believes that people should not park outside his house, or opposite his house, or within 10 metres of his house either side of the road. This ridiculous attitude is neither an adequate or lawful reason for the imposition of additional waiting restrictions. Other residents apparently believe it is acceptable to place a variety of obstructions in the road to discourage parking demonstrating that the reason for the campaign to restrict parking has nothing to do with concern over obstruction.   

I request that this objection is fully and properly considered before any further action is taken and that a reasoned response is made including explaining the legal justification for the proposals.
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