
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - 28 JANUARY 2013
  

  LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE -
16 JANUARY 2013

PART   I - NOT DELEGATED 
5c.  
  FUTURE REFURBISHING AND UPGRADING OF PLAY AREAS AND TENNIS COURTS

   (DCES) 

1.
Summary
1.1
  The purpose of this report is to provide Members with proposals for the future priority order for upgrading and refurbishing play areas and tennis courts in the District. The report also provides an update of the current capital programme.
2.
Details


Update on the 2012/13 Play Area Capital Programme - Procurement

2.1
Following the submission of 16 Pre-Qualification Questionnaires, 7 companies were shortlisted and invited to tender for the contract to upgrade King George V play area, Mill End, Hornhill play area, Maple Cross (3 items) and Baldwins Lane play area, Croxley Green. From these 7 companies, 3 submitted tender proposals.

2.2
The tender proposals have been assessed based on quality and innovation of design, best value for money and ability to meet contract timescales and project management requirements.

2.3
Following assessment of the tenders, Eibe have been awarded the contract for Baldwins Lane and King George V play areas and Sutcliffe for Hornhill play area.

2.4
The next stages will involve finalising the designs for each site, displaying these within the community (for resident information) and submitting planning applications (King George V and Baldwins Lane play areas are due to go to 21 February 2013 Committee, Hornhill was submitted in December 2012).
2.6
It is anticipated the sites will be completed by spring / early summer 2013 (subject to planning consent and weather conditions).

Update on the 2013/14 Play Area Capital Programme

2.5
The wooded (Wenta) site to the north of Prestwick Road Meadows has been cleared in preparation for the proposed play area for the Ashridge Ward.

2.6
Officers are currently in discussions with Chorleywood Parish Council to agree a location for the play area on Chorleywood Common.
2.7
Officers will provide Members with an update when a site is agreed.


Proposed future priority order for refurbishing and upgrading play areas across the district

2.8
Members have agreed a three year upgrading programme for play areas, which is due to end in 2013/14, therefore officers are proposing a further three year programme from 2014/15 to 2017/18 for consideration by Members.

2.9
Appendix A details the different play areas within the District, along with their play value score (an independent assessment of the quality of provision), officer opinion as to the current quality of the site as well as any additional comments.

2.10
Over the past few years, there have been a number of large scale refurbishments of existing sites as well as the creation of new sites, some of which have been as a result of Section 106 investment. These sites are detailed at the end of Appendix A.

2.11
Following the assessment of each site and taking into consideration the locations of investment over previous years, officers are proposing the following play area refurbishment and upgrading priority order:
	Site
	Location
	Financial Year
	Additional Comments

	Ashridge play area
	South Oxhey
	2013/14
	Agreed play area capital and revenue programme

	Chorleywood play area
	Chorleywood
	2013/14
	Agreed play area capital and revenue programme

	King George V Parkour facility
	Mill End
	2013/14
	See 2.25 below for detail

Utilise ‘General Improving Future Schemes capital budget’

	Baldwins Lane Parkour facility
	Croxley Green
	2013/14
	See 2.25 below for detail

Utilise ‘General Improving Future Schemes capital budget’

	

	Greenfields / The Mead
	Carpenders Park
	2014/15
	

	Hornhill play area
	Maple Cross
	2014/15
	3 new items installed 2012/13. 2014/15 project to upgrade the rest of the site

	

	Ebury play area
	Rickmansworth
	2015/16
	Upgrading the site (excluding the newer items of equipment) Potential to utilise existing S106 funding to support project. This would be a large scale project due to the size of the existing play area.

	

	Bedmond play area
	Bedmond
	2016/17
	Potential for partnership funding with Abbots Langley Parish Council

	Manor House Grounds
	Abbots Langley
	2016/17
	Potential for partnership funding with Abbots Langley Parish Council

	

	Cassiobridge
	Croxley Green
	2017/18
	Part of the Croxley Rail Link project, in addition to S106 funding


2.12
The installation of recent projects, such as Barton Way, Hayling Road and Scotsbridge play areas, has led to positive feedback from the community and these have been cited in recent consultations as examples of good practice (Chorleywood play area consultation).
2.13
Members have previously agreed £200,000 for each financial year from 2014/15 for improving/upgrading play areas. Officers therefore propose that this funding be utilised for the priority order detailed at 2.11 and should any additional funding be required this be submitted as part of the service planning process.

2.14
This is in order to continue to provide high quality play areas, which the community value and to meet community expectations as detailed at 2.12.
2.15
Officers will also include an appropriate revenue budget for each play area as part of the service planning process.
2.16
Further reports prior to each service planning process will be presented to Members, detailing proposals for the forthcoming financial year and will include proposed budgets for each site.


Tennis Court Capital Programme
2.17
Following the suggestion at the Leisure and Community Safety Policy and Scrutiny Committee on the 19 September 2012, Officers have undertaken a visual quality assessment of public tennis courts across the District. This non technical assessment looked at the quality of the surface, line markings, fencing, nets, parking and use of floodlights. The results of the assessment can be found in Appendix B.
2.18
Officers have also been approached by the Eastbury Residents Association, regarding a subsidence issue at Eastbury tennis courts. Eastbury tennis courts are owned by the Council, with an agreement in place with the Eastbury Residents Association, whereby an annual sum, currently £2,579, is paid to the Council in return for exclusive use of the courts. The Council is responsible for the maintenance of the courts. This agreement ends on 1 April 2020.
2.19
In order for officers to make informed recommendations to Members regarding the subsidence issue, the courts have been registered with the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) to access their independent technical advice service. Following an inspection of the courts, officers will receive a report with recommendations for remedial action. Officers will report back to Members on the outcome of the inspections with recommendations as appropriate. 
2.20
Following on from the identified issues at Eastbury and in order to maintain the Council’s assets and to provide high quality, free open access facilities to the community, officers are proposing the following priority order for refurbishing and upgrading the District’s tennis courts:

	Site
	No. of courts
	Financial Year
	Works Proposed

	Maple Cross
	2
	2014/15
	Resurfacing the courts with new line markings; replace old fencing along one side of the courts

	Eastbury
	4
	2014/15
	Remedy the subsidence affecting two of the four courts, in line with the recommendations of the LTA.

	

	South Oxhey
	2
	2015/16
	Relocate the field side door and install rubbish bins.

	Leavesden Country Park
	1 adult size; 4 mini courts

	2015/16
	Resurfacing the courts with new line markings; convert the existing basketball and informal football area into two adult courts, subject to consultation.

	

	Mill End
	2
	2016/17
	Investigate further the usage of this area in partnership with Hertsmere Leisure


2.21
Alongside the proposed programme, officers will work with grounds maintenance colleagues to implement a maintenance schedule, to ensure maximum life is achieved out of the newly resurfaced courts. 
2.22
Currently there is no capital funding available for the programme detailed at 2.20 and officers therefore recommend submitting capital bids as part of the service planning process in order to deliver the programme. Further reports prior to each service planning process will be presented to Members, detailing proposals for the forthcoming financial year and will include proposed budgets for each site.
2.23
Members should view the proposed programme in context with the ongoing sports development work of officers. This includes the partnership work with the LTA across the District, The Elms at Leavesden Country Park, 3 Tenn in South Oxhey and Croxley Tennis Club at Baldwins Lane, and Scotsbridge. The focus of this work is to stimulate activity at the courts.
2.24
Officers will be monitoring usage of the courts through recording attendances at programmes delivered by partners, and through players registered at sites through the LTA website.
Proposed Parkour Facilities
2.25
Following extensive consultation with children and young people as part of the play area programme for King George V and Baldwins Lane play area, it was highlighted that Parkour (see Appendix C) was extremely popular as an activity for young people.

2.26
From the Baldwins Lane results, the overall top choice for equipment was Parkour and this was specifically chosen by young people from the 9 – 14 age range. Similarly for King George V results, the overall second choice for equipment was Parkour and top choice for the 11 – 14 age range.

2.27
Officers have been contacted by a group of young people in Croxley Green who have specifically requested a purpose-built Parkour facility in which to train and practise the art. These young people currently travel in large groups to London and feel that something more local would be more beneficial to them. 

2.28
As part of the Mill End Youth Project activity programme, young people have also been taking part in Parkour, which has been extremely popular and is consistently requested by young people as an activity to participate in.

2.29
Parkour facilities are very limited across the country and are growing in popularity, particularly as they are seen as a positive activity for young people. A number of companies are involved in the design and installation of purpose-built Parkour areas, which includes safety surfacing. 

2.30
Officers have had informal discussions with Stevenage Borough Council who have recently installed a facility in their borough and images and feedback on the site can be seen at Appendix D.
2.31
Officers are therefore requesting that the £100,000 set aside for the 2013/14 financial year for ‘General Improving Future Schemes’ be utilised to install a purpose-built Parkour facility at King George V, Mill End and Baldwins Lane, Croxley Green. 

2.32
These facilities will be aimed specifically at young people and officers propose establishing focus groups in both areas in order to ensure the facility is built to the requirements of the young people.

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  The purpose of this report is to provide members with proposals for the future upgrading and refurbishing of play areas and tennis courts in the district. The report also provides an update to the current capital programme.
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.  The relevant policy is entitled: 

Community Strategy 2012-2018:  
Priority 1: Children and Young People’s Wellbeing

Priority 2: Health and Wellbeing

Priority 3: Crime and Anti-social Behaviour
TRDC Strategic Plan 2012 – 2015
1.1.1 Reduce anti-social behaviour and crime
1.3 We will reduce health inequalities, promote healthy lifestyles, support learning and community organisations

1.3.2
Contribute to partnership working to reduce health inequalities

1.3.3
Provide a range of supervised leisure activities and facilities for young people.

2.1.1
Maintain the number of accredited open spaces, parks and woodland areas: - Satisfaction with quality/provision of parks and open spaces


4.1.2
We will strive to improve and monitor customer satisfaction 

4.1.3
We will inform and update customers about the Council’s work and services.
Leisure and Community Services Service Plan 2012 – 2015
Deliver leisure activities to young people, elderly and people with disabilities through sports, arts, play, health, education and learning.

Three Rivers District Play Strategy


Three Rivers District Play Strategy 2008 – 2013 – Key Policy Statements


(i) We want play to be fun and exciting, challenging and involve and element of risk, 


(ii) We want to involve children and young people in planning all future play services and facilities. 


(iii) We want to provide inclusive play opportunities. 


(iv) We want to ensure play activities are effectively communicated and promoted.  


(v) We want to maintain and enhance the existing children’s play areas, woodlands and open spaces. 


(vi) We want to promote health and physical activity through play. 


(vii) We want to strengthen the partnership with the voluntary sector and key organisations to ensure good, inclusive and accessible children’s services and facilities are provided.  


(viii) We want to ensure that all future residential developments include high quality children’s play spaces.


(ix) We want all individuals involved in children’s play to be qualified and trained in playwork and safeguarding children.  

4.2
At the end 2017/18 it is anticipated that 6 play areas will have been upgraded and a new play area in Chorleywood and South Oxhey will have been installed.  Five of the public tennis court areas in the district will also have been refurbished.
5.
Financial Implications
5.1
The financial breakdown details the agreed capital (including internal fees) and revenue budgets for 2012/13 and the proposed capital and revenue budgets for subsequent years until 2014/15. The bids for capital budgets for these schemes are included in the Leisure Services Plan 2012/15 and subsequent 2013/16 plan, which will be presented to members as part of the budget setting process.
	Capital
	
2012/13
£
	2013/14

£
	2014/15

£
	Future Years

£

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	

	Mill End play area

Ashridge new play area
Chorleywood new play area
Baldwins Lane play area
Hornhill play area

(S106) funding)
General Improving Future Schemes
	95,000

95,000
38,000
	95,000
95,000
100,000

	200,000


	200,000



	Net Commitment
	228,000
	290,000
	200,000
	200,000


5.2
Officers will submit capital bids for each of the play areas detailed in 2.11 from 2013 onwards.

5.3
The following table shows the agreed revenue budget provision that currently exists against each Play Area in the medium term financial plan:
	Revenue
	2012/13
£
	
2013/14
£
	2014/15
£

	Expenditure
	
	
	

	Mill End play area

Ashridge new play area

Chorleywood new play area

Baldwins Lane play area

General Improving Future Schemes
	0
0

0

0

0


	1,500

0

0

1,500
0


	1,500

1,500

1,500

1,500

1,500

	Net Commitment
	0
	3,000
	7,500


6.
Legal Implications
6.1
  All proposed works will be tendered within the Council’s constitution and   procurement procedures.
7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1
Relevance Test

	Has a relevance test been completed for Equality Impact?


	Yes

	Did the relevance test conclude a full impact assessment was required?
	No 


7.2
Play facilities and tennis courts are open access and free to the public to use. Local residents will be consulted as part of the upgrading and refurbishing play area programme, including those with a disability.
8.
Staffing Implications
8.1
  The play area, tennis court and Parkour capital programme will require the time of the Acting Leisure Services Manager, Acting Leisure Development Manager, Active Communities Officer and a Building Surveyor to oversee project management, consultation, negotiations and installation of the new facilities.
9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
The installation of new leisure facilities across the District will increase the quality of provision of community facilities in the public open spaces.

9.2
The new facilities will aim to make use of natural materials as well as recycled materials. The designs will be sustainable and will include sustainable features where possible.  The users of the children’s play area will be encouraged to appreciate the natural surroundings as part of the play experience.

10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
   The local Police Community Safety Officers, Crime Prevention Liaison Officer and the Grounds Maintenance team will be consulted on the final design options for all sites.
10.2
The installation of new leisure facilities will provide the opportunity for young people to take part in positive activities.

11.
Customer Services Centre Implications and Communications and Website Implications
11.1
  None specific.
12.
Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
12.1
The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http://www.threerivers.gov.uk.  In addition, the risks of the proposals in the report have also been assessed against the Council’s duties under Health and Safety legislation relating to employees, visitors and persons affected by our operations.  The risk management implications of this report are detailed below.

12.2
The subject of this report is covered by the  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Leisure and Environmental service plans. Any risks resulting from this report will be included in the risk register and, if necessary, managed within these plans.
12.3
The following table gives the risks if the recommendation(s) are agreed, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood: 

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	1
	Accidents and injuries to children and young people and adults
	III
	E

	2
	Incidents of vandalism
	II
	C

	3
	Incidents of graffiti
	II
	D


12.4
The following table gives the risks that would exist if the recommendation is rejected, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood:

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	4
	Dissatisfaction from young people 
	III
	C

	5
	Poor customer satisfaction with the quality of a number of the district owned and managed children’s play areas
	III
	C

	6
	Poor customer satisfaction with the quality of a number of the district owned and managed tennis courts
	III
	C

	7
	Possible accidents as a result of poor quality tennis court surface
	III
	C


12.5
Of the risks above the following are already included in service plans:

	Description of Risk
	Service Plan

	No
	3 & 7
	Leisure and Community Services

	
	4 & 5
	Environmental Protection

	
	6
	Development Management

	
	1 & 2
	To be included in the Leisure and Community Service plan


12.6
The above risks are plotted on the matrix below depending on the scored assessments of impact and likelihood, detailed definitions of which are included in the risk management strategy. The Council has determined its aversion to risk and is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are plotted in the shaded area of the matrix. The remaining risks require a treatment plan. 
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Likelihood
	A
	
	
	
	
	
	Impact
	Likelihood

	
	B
	
	
	
	
	
	V = Catastrophic
	A = >98%

	
	C
	
	2
	4, 5, 6, 7
	
	
	IV = Critical
	B = 75% - 97%

	
	D
	
	3
	
	
	
	III = Significant
	C = 50% - 74%

	
	E
	
	
	1
	
	
	II = Marginal
	D = 25% - 49%

	
	F
	
	
	
	
	
	I = Negligible
	E = 3% - 24%

	
	
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V
	
	F =  <2%

	
	Impact


	
	


12.7
In the officers’ opinion none of the new risks above, were they to come about, would seriously prejudice the achievement of the Strategic Plan and are therefore operational risks.  The effectiveness of treatment plans are reviewed by the Audit Committee annually
13.  
Recommendation


The Leisure and Community Safety Policy and Scrutiny Committee recommend to the Executive Committee:
13.1
That the priority order for upgrading and refurbishing play areas across the district as detailed in point 2.11 be approved and should any additional funding be required this be submitted as part of the service planning process.

13.2
That the priority order for upgrading and refurbishing Council owned tennis courts as detailed in point 2.20 be approved and that officers submit capital bids for these sites for the appropriate financial year.
13.3
That the £100,000 in 2013/14 for ‘General Improving Future Schemes’ capital budget be utilised to install 2 new Parkour facilities at King George V playing fields, Mill End and Baldwins Lane playing fields, Croxley Green.

13.4
That officers provide a progress report in due course.

  

Report prepared by:
  Charlotte Gomes, Acting Leisure Development Manager

Data Quality


Data sources:


 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Consultation results for King George V and Baldwins Lane play areas

Play Inspection Company annual assessment of play areas (2011/12)


LTA Technical Services Report


Tennis Court Assessment


Data checked by: 
 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 

Alison Phin, Acting Leisure Services Manager

Tom Darlington, Active Communities Officer

	1
	Poor
	

	2
	Sufficient
	(

	3
	High
	



Background Papers


None  

APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS

  Appendix A: Play Area assessment

Appendix B: Tennis Court assessment


Appendix C: Parkour Information


Appendix D: Stevenage Parkour Facility


Appendix A – Play Area Assessment
	Location
	Play Area
	Existing Provision
	Inclusive Provision
	Play Value Rating (98 max)
	Quality of Site
	Other comments / need / assessment

	Abbots Langley
	Leavesden Country Park
	Toddler and junior play area
	
	27
	Junior area upgraded in 2004 – new toddler swings installed in 2008.
	Toddler play area not as new as junior play area

	Abbots Langley
	Lemonsfield Drive play area
	Toddler/junior play area
	
	26
	Good
	Parish Council owned

Recently upgraded

	Abbots Langley
	Boundary Way
	Limited equipment - toddler
	
	19
	Poor
	Limited space. Maybe part of an overall upgrade of the whole housing development in the future

	Abbots Langley
	Love Lane
	Limited equipment - toddler
	
	17
	Poor
	Parish Council owned

	Abbots Langley
	Robins Place
	Limited equipment – toddler
	
	16
	Poor
	Limited space

	Abbots Langley
	Tannerswood Lane
	Swings only
	
	7
	Just swings
	Remove swings when at end of life

	Abbots Langley
	Gade View Gardens
	0 – 8 years
	Basket swing
	
	Good
	Installed as part of housing development

	Abbots Langley
	Manor House Grounds
	2 separate play areas – 1 toddler and 1 junior
	
	
	Poor
	Parish Council owned

Parish Council have identified this as a site to be upgraded

Centrally located to the village

Possibility of partnership funding from WCHT & ALPC

	Abbots Langley
	South Way
	0 – 14 years play area
	Basket swing, dish roundabout, sand play, raised plant beds, pathways and seating
	
	Excellent
	Upgraded in 2012

	Location
	Play Area
	Existing Provision
	Inclusive Provision
	Play Value Rating (98 max)
	Quality of Site
	Other comments / need / assessment

	Langleybury
	Langleybury play area
	0 – 14 years
	Basket swing
	
	Good
	Extension to site – 2012 with 3 new items of equipment

Remaining equipment is tired and needs updating

	Bedmond
	Bedmond play area
	0 – 14 years
	Inclusive roundabout


	23
	Good
	Upgraded in 2005

	Carpenders Park
	Greenfields play area
	Toddler play area
	
	21
	Poor
	Quality of existing provision is very poor

Has been identified as a site in need of upgrading

	Carpenders Park
	The Mead
	Toddler play area
	
	13
	Poor
	Quality of existing provision is very poor

Has been identified as a site in need of upgrading

Located next to a school

Play area quite isolated

Recently had fire damage

	Carpenders Park
	Oulton Way play area
	0 – 14 years
	Basket swing, dish roundabout, sand play, pathways, wide slide, meadow area, crawling tunnel, seating and willow tunnel
	
	Excellent
	Upgraded in 2011

	Chorleywood
	The Swillet
	0 – 12 years
	
	30
	Adequate
	Recently painted in 2012

Equipment relatively old

Investment earmarked for a new play area in Chorleywood in 2013/14

	Croxley Green
	Barton Way play area
	0 – 14 years
	Basket swing, platform roundabout, wide slide, hammock, sand play, pathways, crawling tunnel, seating and disabled parking
	48
	Excellent
	Upgraded in 2010

	Location
	Play Area
	Existing Provision
	Inclusive Provision
	Play Value Rating (98 max)
	Quality of Site
	Other comments / need / assessment

	Croxley Green
	Baldwins Lane
	0 – 12 years
	
	30
	Poor
	Play area due to be upgraded 2012/13

	Croxley Green
	Cassiobridge play area
	Toddler play area
	
	23
	Adequate
	Due to be re-sited due to Croxley Rail Link

	Eastbury
	Eastbury play area
	Toddler play area
	Basket swing, dish roundabout, crawling tunnel, willow tunnel, pathways and seating.
	27
	Excellent
	Upgraded 2009

	Kings Langley
	Primrose Hill play area
	0 –12 years
	
	23
	Good
	Recently upgraded in 2005/2006

	Kings Langley
	Ovaltine 1
	Toddler play area
	
	17
	Adequate
	Owned and managed by residents association

	Kings Langley
	Ovaltine 2
	Toddler play area
	
	17
	Adequate
	Owned and managed by residents association

	Leavesden
	Dowding Way
	Toddler play area
	
	16
	Good
	Within the vicinity of South Way and the new Horsefield play area

	Maple Cross
	Hornhill play area
	Toddler play area
	
	19
	Poor
	Existing provision is in a poor condition – 3 new items due to be installed from S106 money, however the area of Maple Cross is lacking in a play provision aimed at 0 – 14 years

	Maple Cross
	Denham Way play area
	Toddler play area
	
	14
	Poor
	Lack of space to expand existing provision

	Maple Cross
	Beechen Wood
	0 – 10 years
	
	16
	OK
	Installed as part of a housing development in 2005

	Mill End
	Mead Place North
	Toddler play area
	
	10
	Poor
	Very small site behind the flats Refurbished 2003/2006 

	Mill End
	Mead Place South
	Toddler play area
	
	12
	Poor
	Very small site behind the flats

Refurbished 2003/2006

	Mill End
	Ferney Mead
	Toddler play area
	
	8
	Poor
	Upgraded in 2004 – subject to vandalism again (wouldn’t replace)


	Location
	Play Area
	Existing Provision
	Inclusive Provision
	Play Value Rating (98 max)
	Quality of Site
	Other comments / need / assessment

	Mill End
	King George V play area
	0 – 10 years
	
	18
	Adequate
	Due to be upgraded 2013

	Oxhey
	Oaklands Avenue
	0 – 10 years
	Bucket swing seat (harness required)
	19
	Good
	New site installed as part of a S106 development in 2006

	Rickmansworth
	Ebury play area
	0 – 14 years
	Bucket swing seat (harness required)
	27
	Adequate – Good
	Newer items installed in 2005 and an outdoor gym in 2008. Other items of equipment in need of upgrading, along with access routes.

	Rickmansworth
	Scotsbridge play area
	0 – 14 years
	Sand play, dish roundabout, basket swing, natural play, seating, pathways and parking
	
	Excellent
	Upgraded in 2012

	Rickmansworth
	Skidmore Way
	Toddler play area
	
	
	Poor
	Limited space

	Sarratt
	King George V play area
	0 – 12 years
	
	19
	Good
	Recently upgraded

Owned and managed by KGV Playing Fields Association

	South Oxhey
	Hayling Road play area
	0 – 14 years
	Basket swing, sand play, platform roundabout, natural play, willow tunnel, crawling tunnel, wide slide, pathways and seating
	56
	Excellent
	Upgraded in 2011

	South Oxhey
	Chilwell Gardens
	0 – 12 years
	
	16
	Good
	Owned by housing developer

Recently upgraded in 2006

	South Oxhey
	Otley Way / Moortown Road
	0 – 12 years
	Basket swing, dish roundabout, pathways and seating
	
	Good
	Due to be upgraded / relocated by Thrive Homes in 2012/13

	South Oxhey
	Ashburnham Drive
	0 – 14 years
	Basket swing, platform roundabout and seating
	
	Excellent
	Upgraded in 2011

	South Oxhey
	Lytham Avenue
	Natural play area
	
	13
	Good
	Boulders etc. Installed as part of S106 arrangements in 2007. Maintained by the developer



	Location
	Play Area
	Existing Provision
	Inclusive Provision
	Play Value Rating (98 max)
	Quality of Site
	Other comments / need / assessment

	South Oxhey
	Green Lane play area
	Toddler play area
	
	12
	Poor
	Poor condition – located close to the newly upgraded play area at Hayling Road

	South Oxhey
	Lincoln Drive
	Toddler play area
	
	10
	Good
	2 items of equipment, recently installed – small area


Other considerations
Areas benefitting from upgrades:

Abbots Langley/Bedmond/Leavesden/Langleybury

· South Way play area

· Proposed Leavesden Park (S106) (Horsefield) 
· Hill Farm (S106)

· Lemonfield Drive play area

· 3 new items at Langleybury play area

· Gade View Gardens

· Primrose Hill (S106)

· Dowding Way (S106)

Croxley Green

· Barton Way play area

· Baldwins Lane play area

· Cassiobridge (Croxley Rail Link)

· Harvey Road (S106)

· Durrants (S106)

Rickmansworth

· Scotsbridge play area

· 2 large items at Ebury play area

South Oxhey

· Hayling Road

· Ashburnham Drive

· Ashridge (new site)

· Lytham Avenue (S!06)

· Chilwell Gardens (S106)
· Moortown play area (old Otley Way play area moved  by Thrive)

Carpenders Park

· Oulton Way

Sarratt

· King George V play area

Mill End

· King George V play area

· Queens Drive (proposed play area S106)

Maple Cross

· 3 new items at Hornhill play area

PPG17 update report in 2010 recommends the following:

· Continue to ensure that new provision is at least LEAP size 

· As a priority, seek new provision in Croxley Green

Appendix B - Three Rivers Public Tennis Courts - Non Technical Visual Quality Assessment Summary
Assessed by: Tom Darlington (Active Communities Officer) and Charlotte Gomes (Acting Leisure Development Manager)



Date: 26/11/2012

Location: Maple Cross Playing Fields, Denham Way

No. of courts: 2

	Element
	Rating
	Comments

	Surface
	Excellent
	
	Good
	
	Average
	
	Poor
	X
	Very Poor
	
	There are a number of small holes across the surface in need of attention.

	Line Markings
	Good
	
	Average
	
	Poor
	X
	In need of re-marking.

	Fencing
	Complete
	
	Some holes
	X
	Many holes
	
	No fencing
	
	1 side of the fencing needs replacing.

	Nets
	Complete
	
	Some holes
	X
	Many holes
	
	No nets
	
	

	Parking
	Good
	X
	Okay
	
	Poor
	
	

	Floodlights
	Yes
	
	No
	X
	


Location: KGV MUGA (opposite William Penn Leisure Centre), Mill End
No. of courts: 2
	Element
	Rating
	Comments

	Surface
	Excellent
	
	Good
	X
	Average
	
	Poor
	
	Very Poor
	
	The courts appear to benefit from being managed by Hertsmere Leisure.

	Line Markings
	Good
	
	Average
	
	Poor
	X
	In need of re-marking.

	Fencing
	Complete
	
	Some holes
	X
	Many holes
	
	No fencing
	
	

	Nets
	Complete
	
	Some holes
	
	Many holes
	
	No nets
	X
	The nets are put up on request by Hertsmere Leisure.

	Parking
	Good
	X
	Okay
	
	Poor
	
	

	Floodlights
	Yes
	X
	No
	
	


Location: Baldwins Lane
No. of courts: 2
	Element
	Rating
	Comments

	Surface
	Excellent
	X
	Good
	
	Average
	
	Poor
	
	Very Poor
	
	

	Line Markings
	Good
	X
	Average
	
	Poor
	
	

	Fencing
	Complete
	X
	Some holes
	
	Many holes
	
	No fencing
	
	

	Nets
	Complete
	X
	Some holes
	
	Many holes
	
	No nets
	
	

	Parking
	Good
	X
	Okay
	
	Poor
	
	

	Floodlights
	Yes
	
	No
	X
	


General Comments: The pathway between the car park and the courts is in need of repair.

Location: Chorleywood House Estate
No. of courts: 3

	Element
	Rating
	Comments

	Surface
	Excellent
	
	Good
	X
	Average
	
	Poor
	
	Very Poor
	
	

	Line Markings
	Good
	X
	Average
	
	Poor
	
	

	Fencing
	Complete
	X
	Some holes
	
	Many holes
	
	No fencing
	
	

	Nets
	Complete
	X
	Some holes
	
	Many holes
	
	No nets
	
	

	Parking
	Good
	X
	Okay
	
	Poor
	
	

	Floodlights
	Yes
	
	No
	X
	


Location: Manor House Grounds, Abbots Langley
No. of courts: 2

	Element
	Rating
	Comments

	Surface
	Excellent
	
	Good
	X
	Average
	
	Poor
	
	Very Poor
	
	

	Line Markings
	Good
	X
	Average
	
	Poor
	
	

	Fencing
	Complete
	X
	Some holes
	
	Many holes
	
	No fencing
	
	

	Nets
	Complete
	X
	Some holes
	
	Many holes
	
	No nets
	
	

	Parking
	Good
	X
	Okay
	
	Poor
	
	

	Floodlights
	Yes
	X
	No
	
	


General Comments: The courts are managed by Abbots Langley Parish Council. There is the potential for a third court to be marked out at the site.
Location: Leavesden Country Park
No. of courts: 1 full size and 4 mini courts

	Element
	Rating
	Comments

	Surface
	Excellent
	
	Good
	
	Average
	X
	Poor
	
	Very Poor
	
	The surface is in need of repair around the sockets for the posts.

	Line Markings
	Good
	X
	Average
	
	Poor
	
	

	Fencing
	Complete
	
	Some holes
	X
	Many holes
	
	No fencing
	
	The fence between the tennis courts and the basketball area is in need of repair.

	Nets
	Complete
	
	Some holes
	X
	Many holes
	
	No nets
	
	

	Parking
	Good
	X
	Okay
	
	Poor
	
	

	Floodlights
	Yes
	
	No
	X
	


General Comments: The line markings at the courts were refreshed in 2011. The addition of 4 x mini courts, has meant the loss of a full size adult court. There is potential to convert the existing basketball and football areas in to a further 2 full size tennis courts.

Location: South Oxhey Playing Fields
No. of courts: 2
	Element
	Rating
	Comments

	Surface
	Excellent
	
	Good
	X
	Average
	
	Poor
	
	Very Poor
	
	

	Line Markings
	Good
	
	Average
	X
	Poor
	
	

	Fencing
	Complete
	
	Some holes
	X
	Many holes
	
	No fencing
	
	The courts would benefit from relocating the gate which opens on to the playing field side of the courts, to the car park side.

	Nets
	Complete
	
	Some holes
	X
	Many holes
	
	No nets
	
	

	Parking
	Good
	X
	Okay
	
	Poor
	
	

	Floodlights
	Yes
	
	No
	X
	


Location: Eastbury
No. of courts: 4

	Element
	Rating
	Comments

	Surface
	Excellent
	
	Good
	
	Average
	X
	Poor
	
	Very Poor
	
	Awaiting LTA report on the subsidence at the courts.

	Line Markings
	Good
	X
	Average
	
	Poor
	
	

	Fencing
	Complete
	X
	Some holes
	
	Many holes
	
	No fencing
	
	

	Nets
	Complete
	X
	Some holes
	
	Many holes
	
	No nets
	
	

	Parking
	Good
	
	Okay
	X
	Poor
	
	

	Floodlights
	Yes
	
	No
	X
	


General Comments: The Council has an agreement with the Eastbury Residents Association at the courts. This restricts access to the courts in return for an annual fee.

Appendix C – Parkour Information
What is Parkour?

Parkour was developed in France by David Belle with the main purpose of the discipline to teach participants how to move through their environment by vaulting, rolling, running, climbing, and leaping.

It is a fun, creative, physical and non-competitive activity in which people of all ages, genders and abilities can participate.

Practitioners explore their capabilities using any architecture available. Walls and railings are the most common obstacles where Parkour is practiced. Most practitioners visit towns and cities because of the high concentration and variation in architecture plus the opportunity to meet and train with other like minded practitioners.

What are the benefits of Parkour?
For young people especially, Parkour is an attractive discipline as there is no right or wrong way to carry out a move. They are free to use their imagination and be as creative as they wish about the way in which they challenge themselves. It is also considered by peers as a cool activity which requires a lot of skill.

People in their late teens and beyond tend to look at Parkour in more of a practical way. The key reason for starting is to have fun, but they are also attracted to it because they are aware of the wider benefits. More often than not they want to have fun, lose weight, keep fit and get stronger.
Key Facts

· Parkour encourages young people to be physically active and therefore has an effect on their health and wellbeing

· Parkour can support reducing anti-social behaviour by providing a positive activity for young people
What standards are in place for Parkour?

All Parkour Training Facilities should be designed to comply with BS 10075, which is the proposed British Standard for Parkour Training Facilities.
Who can use a Parkour Training Facility?

While a Parkour Training Facility is open to anyone, Parkour UK the UK governing body for Parkour recommend that children under the age of 8 years should not use an outdoor Parkour facility.

Is there any maintenance required?

It is recommended that a routine visual inspection is carried out monthly, operational inspections are carried out quarterly and an annual main inspection is carried out to ensure the safety and longevity of a Parkour Training Facility.

What materials are facilities made out of?

Parkour Training Facilities mainly consist of a mixture of steel frame elements, steel bars, concrete walls, concrete platforms and rubber step posts.

Other materials and natural elements may be used in the construction of a Parkour Training Facility.

Safety Surfacing 
For up to 3.0m high elements it is recommended to use the following specifications of surfacing to comply with BS EN 1177 as long as it is not in conflict with the usability:

· Eco Surface recycled bound rubber mulch with the relevant critical fall height.

· Safergrass – Grass mats with the relevant critical fall height.
Other surfacing can be used but may be in conflict with the overall usability of the Parkour Training Facility (Source: www.freemove.co.uk)
Appendix D – Stevenage Parkour Facility
1)     How much did it cost? £20,000

2)     What is usage like? The facility is in constant use. 
3)     Why it was installed? And what (if any) effect it has had on the local community?  The project came about following reports of young people jumping from buildings and underpass structures in the town centre. A project group consisting of the local PCSOs and Unique Parkour was formed and numerous meetings were held with them in order to establish what could be done. The group worked with us to develop the design and we introduced them to equipment designers to discuss their ideas and used all this information to form a design brief. The group were then invited to select the winning design. An official opening was organised for the Parkour project and the group members put on a display for the local community.
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