EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 28 JANUARY 2013
  

  LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE – 
16 JANUARY   2013
PART   I -   NOT DELEGATED

5d.  
SCOTSBRIDGE   ARTIFICIAL ALL-WEATHER SPORTS PITCH UPDATE

  (DCES)
1.
Summary
1.1
To apprise the Committee of progress on the proposals to develop   an artificial all-weather sports pitch at Scotsbridge Playing Fields, Rickmansworth. 

2.
Details
2.1
The Committee will be aware that at the 10 January 2012 meeting (min L.PP60/11 refers) Members received and discussed an update on the project. The recommendations were considered at the Executive Committee meeting of the 30 January 2012 (min EX66/11 refers) who resolved:
(1)
that a planning application is prepared and submitted to the Council for full consideration taking into account planning advice given to the Club;


(2)
that the Hockey Club submit a community development plan for the proposed new facility detailing the usage and management of the facility for full consideration;


(3)
that, subject to approval of the community development plan by the Executive Committee upon the recommendation of the Leisure and Community Safety Policy and Scrutiny Committee, d  elegated authority is given to the Director of Community and Environmental Services, in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Leisure and Community, to agree terms for the grant of a lease for the area of Scotsbridge playing fields detailed in the report, for an artificial all-weather sports pitch;


(4)
that consideration be given to a financial contribution of £50,000 to the project, which could be allocated from available S106 funding, from the housing developments on land adjacent to Rickmansworth School and the High Street, Rickmansworth; and


(5)
that further reports will be presented to members as the project progresses, in particular on details of the community development plan which should include priority for clubs based in Three Rivers, proposed lease and funding agreements for the requisite approvals.

2.2 Since January 2012, officers have awaited the submission of both a planning application and development plan from the club. A draft development plan has now been received and officers are providing feedback to the club. Officers await the receipt of a planning application.

  
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
The report is to keep Members up to date with the proposals of Rickmansworth Sports Club and Rickmansworth School to develop an artificial all-weather pitch at Scotsbridge Playing Fields.
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendation in this report is within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets. The relevant policy is entitled:

  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 
TRDC Strategic Plan 2011 – 2014


2.1.2 Provide a range of leisure activities and facilities for young people


2.1.4 Improve and facilitate access to leisure and recreational activities


Leisure and Community Services Plan 2011 – 2014


Deliver leisure activities to young people, elderly and people with disabilities through sports, arts, play, health, education and learning.


Open Space Sport and Recreation Study PPG17 (2005 and 2010 update).

(This can be found on the Council website: www.threerivers.gov.uk/Default.aspx/Web/EvidenceBase.) 
5.
Financial Implications
5.1
A capital sum of £50,000 has provisionally been allocated as a contribution to the project from the Council, funded from Section 106 monies. 
6.
Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications   
6.1
None specific.
7.  
Recommendation

7.1           That the Committee and Executive Committee   note the report and provide any further feedback to officers.
7.2
That officers continue to engage with the club as regards providing Committee with further updates on progress, in particular regarding funding, lease arrangements and project timescales.  
  

Report prepared by:
  Tom Darlington, Active Communities Officer
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