Appendix 4

Responses to Consultation on the Draft Stocker’s Lock and Farm Conservation Area Appraisal

January 2013

	Response
	Comment
	Officers Response
	Changes to Document

	001
	I have read the appraisal with interest but I note an important omission. The grand Union canal and tow-path lies within the Conservation area. You cover well the bridge and lock but there is an issue with canal boats that reside moored to the tow-path for long periods of time. There is a problem of boaters leaving rubbish and junk on the bank, knocking down hedges and destroying the tranquil and beautiful situation. This is a Planning issue and I would recommend that the Canal and River Trust be approached to define where boats are able to moor and how long they are permitted to stay (I don’t think there are any residential moorings here) and how the area is policed particularly with regard to artefacts left on the bank and breaking down of hedges. I believe that the west of the bridge is controlled by the London Region of the Trust whereas East is the Hertfordshire Region.  
	The Canal and Rivers Trust have replied with no comment to make.  
Following this comment from Mr Morgan, these concerns have been relayed to the Canal and Rivers Trust.  Following a meeting with Mr Morgan, officers have been able to obtain historic maps of the drainage systems that a Member of the SEPSC Committee referred to.  Copies have been stored in the Council’s archives.  

The issue of alleged unauthorised moorings has also been brought to the attention of the Canal and Rivers Trust (both the Hertfordshire and London Regions).  
	The following paragraphs have been added:

2.10
There is still evidence in the landscape of the open drainage ditches from the Colne valley high land south-east of Stockers farmhouse running north-west to the Grand Union Canal and Stockers Lock House..  These drainage ditches date back well over 200 years because their presence and route presented a threat and a challenge for the Canal engineers in the late 18thC when the Grand Junction Canal Company was building the Canal in the River Colne Valley here in the 1790’s.The open drainage ditches flowed into the flood plain east of the farmhouse and marshland that is now Stockers Lake. 

2.11
The canal engineers William Jessop and James Barnes devised a drainage culvert that went under the Canal just south of Stockers bridge – once under the Canal the ditch becomes an open channel again just 5m from Stockers House draining away westwards parallel to the canal on the north side and south of the house and garden for several hundred metres till it eventually drains out into the River Colne at Springwell Lane. 

2.12
During the extraction of the gravel pits, where the lakes stand today, barge boats would be loaded and use the Grand Union Canal as a transport route for export.  

	002
	No comments.  
	No comments
	No changes

	003
	No comments
	No comments
	No changes
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