EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 28 JANUARY 2013
  

  PUBLIC SERVICES AND HEALTH POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
17 JANUARY 2013
PART I – NOT DELEGATED

11d.  
  UPDATE REPORT ON PROGRESS AGAINST THE AIR QUALITY ACTION PLAN (AQAP) 

  (DCES)
1.
Summary
1.1
  To advise Members on progress against the AQAP actions agreed in October 2010 and 2011 and the recommendations of the Update Screening and Assessment Report submitted to DEFRA in April 2012.
2.
Details

2.1
  Attached at Appendix 1 is the list of actions identified in the AQAP which was first adopted by Council in April 2008.  These were reviewed in 2010 and 2011 and the progress against each action is described. 
2.2
Data collection from our automatic air pollution monitoring station ceased in November 2011.  Instruments within have been retrieved and placed in secure, free storage provided by our maintenance company.  The cabinet remains in place in Rectory Road for there is currently no market interest in the unit for its current form and it may have to be sold for its scrap value. 
2.3
In April 2012 a formal annual report was submitted to DEFRA concerning the status and continuing relevance, or otherwise, of our Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs).  This report is provided at Appendix 2 and was conducted by external consultants; Joynes Nash. 
2.4
The report recommends that 2 of the 3 AQMAs declared for nitrogen dioxide can be immediately revoked.  These are situated at Chandlers Cross and Kings Langley.  It also recommends that a small AQMA at Chandlers Cross declared for PM10 (particles) may also be revoked.  
2.5
The report recommends that further monitoring for nitrogen dioxide be carried out at Junction 18 (where the largest AQMA is centred) and this has already been achieved by moving some of our diffusion tube detectors from areas where they are no longer needed, into the grounds of a residential care home close to Junction 18.  This is a particularly relevant location from which to assess human exposure to nitrogen dioxide, owing to the occupancy of the building and its close proximity to a significant emission source.  
2.6
Passive monitoring at Junction 18 will therefore continue until meaningful results can be obtained; probably for a period of at least 3 years.  The Joynes Nash report has been accepted by DEFRA.  The letter and appraisal is provided at Appendix 3.  
2.7
The evidence base for declaring all our AQMAs 12 years ago was obtained by computer modelling alone.  The reasons why predicted pollutant levels were originally so pessimistic is considered within the Joynes Nash report. 
2.8
An application for grant funding from DEFRA to implement more rigorous, automated air pollution monitoring at Junction 18 was not made during 2012 due to the acceptance by DEFRA of a much cheaper option; the use of diffusion tube detectors.
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
As in last year’s report the current financial situation severely restricts future activity in delivering some AQAP components.  Many of the actions reported are either wholly or partially reliant upon partner organisations, who operate to different timescales
  
3.2
Revoking AQMAs whenever possible reduces the burden of implementing compulsory action plan components that have the aim of reducing emissions of nitrogen dioxide elsewhere in the Council’s area. 


3.3
Further annual reports to DEFRA will be needed until such time as the AQMA at Junction 18 may be revoked.
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.  

4.2
The purpose of this proposed policy is:


 (a) as a Primary Objective to  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT achieve the National Air Quality Strategy air quality objective for Nitrogen Dioxide (N02) within the Three Rivers District Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) and 

(b) as a Secondary Objective to implement actions that can be taken which contribute to improving air quality throughout the whole district, which will also have a beneficial impact within the AQMAs. 
5.
Legal Implications 

5.1
Whilst Air Quality Management Areas are in existence within the Three Rivers area, there remains a mandatory duty upon the Council to adopt and maintain an Air Quality Action Plan. 
  6.
Staffing, Financial, Equal Opportunities, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
  6.1

None specific. Environmental matters are implicit in the report. Financial implications of any future activity selected under the AQAP will be fully explained in a dedicated report. 
7.  
Recommendations
7.1
That the C  ommittee :
7.1.1
Notes the progress made against the Air Quality Action Plan.
7.1.2
Indicates any areas of future activity that it may wish to be researched further and reported back to this Committee, in terms of feasibility, effectiveness against air quality objectives and full financial impact. 
7.1.3
Recommends to the Executive Committee the revocation of the Air Quality Management Areas at:
· Chandlers Cross (nitrogen dioxide and particles)

· King Langley (nitrogen dioxide) and that it 
7.1.4
Authorises the sale or disposal of redundant air pollution monitoring equipment. 
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Data Quality
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  Appendix 1:  
Updated Summary of Actions

Appendix 2:
Update Screening and Assessment Report (Joynes Nash)

Appendix 3:
Acceptance letter and Appraisal Report from DEFRA
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